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Pre Market Engagement 

AMCV 343 - Autism Support for Adults  

Introduction

Shropshire Council would like to take the opportunity to engage with potential providers and/or partners in the future commissioning of an Adults Autism Support offer.

Please note that the purpose of this process is for the council to discuss with the market and inform our current understanding of key issues and themes relating to the provision of these services. It is also an opportunity to discuss what the market has to offer to assist the Council to deliver the services from 1st July 2026.

Please note that this is not the commencement of any formal procurement process, and the Council is not committed to carrying out such a process.

For the avoidance of doubt, no information provided in response to this process will be used by the Council in assessing providers during any subsequent procurement process.

This early market engagement exercise is intended to allow providers to outline their views and to provide information to the Council decision making process.

The Council will consider the information received as a result of this exercise to help inform the Council’s options appraisal and subsequent Council decision making process.

Background

This service is for adults aged 18 years and over, at any stage of diagnosis. 

The beneficiaries are autistic adults, their parent carers and families, in the community. 
A formal diagnosis for autism is not required.

Key features of this service provision are to:
· Equip adults and other family members with specific knowledge and skills, providing information, advice and guidance to autistic adults at home/in the community
· Equip autistic adults with specific knowledge and skills, so they can become more self-aware and improve their self-management skills.
· Equip professionals with specific autism/ADHD knowledge and skills, so that they can provide better services for autistic adults.  Professionals include social care, health, educational and VCS workers.
· General awareness raising of autism and ADHD with families and professionals supporting autistic adults 
· Contribution to local strategic/special interest groups
The Council is keen to engage with the market to understand the opportunities available to shape our approach to commissioning the above.

Outline Timescale

	PROJECT STAGE
	PURPOSE
	SCHEDULED START

	Early Market Engagement
	This is NOT a call for competition.
This is intended to allow interested parties with relevant experience to outline their views and provide information with no commitment to themselves or the Council
	5th January 2026



	Responses Due By
	The closing date and time for responses is 5.00pm on Monday 9th February 2026
	09th February 2026

	Target date for issue of tender
	Placing of tender notice
	March 2026

	Target closing date of tender
	Closing date for receipt of tenders
	April 2026

	Contracts Start
	
	July 2026



General Information
Completed questionnaires (see Appendix 1) should be returned to Commissioning ASC.Commissioning@shropshire.gov.uk by 5pm on Monday 9th February 2026
If you have any questions about this early market engagement, such questions should be submitted to the Council through an email to Pip Long. 
pip.long@shropshire.gov.uk

We encourage your participation in this early market engagement exercise but must emphasise that your involvement in this exercise will not carry any commercial advantage in any ensuing procurement process.
No information provided in response to this early market engagement exercise will be used in any evaluation of any subsequent response to a procurement exercise.


 Appendix 1 – Questionnaire

Please complete the following questionnaire (Questions 1 – 8) fully, highlighting any information that you consider to be commercially sensitive [footnoteRef:1]  [1: ] 

	Name of your organisation

	

	Contact name, email and telephone number
	

	Do you currently (or have you previously) delivered any element of the services in scope Y/N?
	

	If Yes please give a brief description
	












	Question 1 
	Where do you currently deliver services? Please include:
a) the geographical area
b) type of support service offered.
c) numbers supported

	Response to Question 1 




	Question 2
	What delivery experience do you have in this area?


	Response to Question 2




	Question 3
	How is this support
i) delivered 
ii) how is impact measured?

	Response to Question 3






	Question 4
	Outline the type & breadth of delivery that you feel would be adequate to meet the key features identified above

	Response to Question 4





	Question 5
	What experience do you have of connecting services ie community, local authorities  

	Response to Question 5





	Question 6
	This is an area where we are keen to see innovation – do you have any examples of innovative, creative & exciting ideas/methods of work

	Response to Question 6




	Question 7
	Would you be interested in tendering for this contract?

	Response to Question 7
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