Key historical evidence that Albrighton is a designated Town.

| would like to add to the historical information given on Monday since it seems the historical
evidence for the concept of Albrighton town was missing from that section.

This evidence is drawn from the ‘History of Albrighton’ by The Rev. J Blakeway, he was writing about
Albrighton in 1799 to 1801. The history is held by the Bodleian Library and was later placed into book
form by Shropshire Archaeological and Natural History Society in the 1890s.

The extracts attached show that Albrighton had a formal charter for fairs and markets dating from
1232 (Henry Ill). In 1303 (Edward 1°*) the town was given borough status via another Royal Charter. In
1664 Charles Il gave a new charter which put all other documents together into one, underlining the
position of Borough status, with a constitution, an elected political structure, JPs and courts and noting
that Albrighton was a Town.

While commenting about these charters Blakeway is clear that Albrighton is a town and continually
refers to it as such

The Borough status was revoked by Victorian reforms in 1836/8. This was a change to the political
structure of Albrighton not the designation of township.

Local people might colloquially refer to Albrighton as a Village, this is more to do with a general feeling
that people have of the concept of village against town perhaps some social status is involved, maybe
a feeling of it is better for house prices . The population size of Albrighton now certainly places it in
the town bracket at circa 7,000. The feelings of locals does not change the fact that historically
Albrighton was and is a town.

Also of note is the fact that Markets for cattle and sheep continued into the first quarter of the 20t
century, the last sale of sheep was in 1919. It remained a retail, banking and legal services centre for
the 20%" century and for some of the 21st century and retains the retail aspect of township. The 19"
century saw the expansion of malt production for beer culminating in a shift to an industrial scale of
production. A similar pattern was followed by milk production for chocolate. Both of these products
continued well into the 20™ century. Industry is now represented by engineering at H.L Smiths, RAF
Cosford and global scale horticulture at David Austen Roses.

Please see the extracts from Blakeway.

John Stretton

Chairman Albrighton & District Historical Society



Note the reference “The Parish contains 3,255 acres it consists of a single township, the
constablewick of Albrighton...”
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The Town of Albrighton may be said to commence
in the vicinity of the churchyard, about which are
several houses scattered, and opposite the south gate
thereof is an old half-timbered house belonging to the
Earl of Shrewsbury, now the Talbot Inn, and opposite
it in front a field called the Hall Orchard, which lies
close up to the churchyard, and at the bottom of it is a
considerable piece of water belonging to the Barl of
Shrewsbury called the Hall Pool, and on the opposite
bank of the pool stand Donnington Church and Rectory
House ; the proximity of these churches in a country
situation appears somewhat singular. In the field
called the Hall Orchard is a burial ground for the
Roman Catholics. This hall pool and hall orchard
occurring without a vestige of a mansion house leads
one to suppose that true, which I have heard suggested,
that the house now used as the Talbot Inn was in former
days the residence of the Talbots of Albrighton (for so
was a branch of ths Talbots of Grafton distinguished).
There might indeed have been a house within what
is now called the Hall Orchard, but I do not find that
a trace of such site has ever been discovered.

The Vicarage House stands a little to the eastward
of the church leading towards the town. It is a neat
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Two references to town, in this case towards the market area and market house
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The town ruus in nearly a straight line from the
Viearage House to Albrighton Hali, which seems to
be the eastern termination of it, and the distance is
I think at least a quarter of a mile. It would appear a
considerable town if the houses were nearer together,
but in some places they are thinly scattered and placed
at long intervals : there are many neat brick tenements,
very few that bear the marks of antiquity, which leads
me to conjecture that the town was never more con-
siderable than it is at present, there being mno old
foundations discoverable or other marks to warrant such
a supposition. The Market House stands in the centre
of the town and has two arches, with an upper room in
which the business of the Corporation is usually trans-
acted, and under the arches below is a town prison
called the Crib, and a pair of stocks. The Lord’s
Courts and other public assemblies were held in the
Toll Shop, which stood in the centre of the street facing
the market house, but it was taken down some years
ago to open the avenues and render the town more
airy. The Toll Shop was a spacious building with a
belfry at one end. Mr. John Broomhall had the tolls
of the fairs allowed him by the Lord of the Manor
for the education: of six poor boys belonging to the
borough. He built a good house near the Toll Shop,
and kept a considerable boarding-school, and had seldom
less than forty boys ; there was a spacious room under
the Toll Shop used as a dancing school. There the

Note the reference to a “considerable town” Also the reference to the Market House and Toll
Shop

Albrighton is an ancient Borough and Corporation.
i - The original Charter was granted in the 31st year of
King Edward the first to John De la Warre, to hold a
market on Tuesday in every week, and a fair in the
eve and vigil of St, Thomas the Martyr. This Charter
was renewed and extended by Charles the second, and
two new fairs were granted with Courts of Pre poudre,
ete., at the prayer and intercession (as the preamble
sets forth) of Mary Lady Talbot and Francis, Earl of

Shrewsbury, and the inhabitants at large By reason
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Reference to Edward 1% Borough charter. The Henry III Charter referred to market and fair
only.






