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PREFACE 
Shropshire Councils Outdoor Partnership Service is a dynamic team 
with its headquarters at Shirehall and three countryside depots at The 
Mere in Ellesmere, Severn Valley Country Park and Nils near 
Pontsbury. The service is responsible for the management of 24 
Countryside Heritage Sites and 2 Green Flag accredited Country Parks 
along with ensuring that the Councils statutory obligations in relation 
to 5600km of Public Rights of Way are carried out. 

 
{ƘǊƻǇǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ {ƛǘŜǎ 
represent some of the regions most 
cherished cultural and natural heritage and 
are protected under an array of legal 
designation including: 
4 Sites of Special Scientific Interest, 6 Local 
Nature Reserves, 2 Internationally important wetland RAMSAR sites, 2 
Regionally Important Geological Sites and 4 
Scheduled Ancient Monuments. These sites 
also support ecosystem services such as 
flood regulation, water quality, biodiversity 
and carbon storage and get about 1 million 

visitors a year. 
 
Shropshire Public Rights of Way Network, at 5600km is huge and would 
stretch from Shrewsbury to New York. This network offers extensive 
walking, horse-riding and cycling opportunities throughout the county 

with many promoted historic routes.  
 
The service has a particular focus on active outdoor participation and 
volunteering. Welcoming all ages and abilities to get involved with our 
Site Volunteer Rangers, the Parish Paths Partnership scheme, 
{ƘǊƻǇǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ ²ƛƭŘ ¢ŜŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ рс ²ŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ IŜŀƭǘƘ ǎŎƘŜƳŜǎΦ  
All year-round events from Ellesmere Triathlon to Nordic Walking offer a 
diverse range of activities. 
 

The Outdoor Partnership Service also coordinates 

development of new activity to maximise health 

benefits and economic growth through outdoor 

recreation, including the management of the £2.2m 

ǊǳǊŀƭ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƎǊŀƴǘ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ Ψ{ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ {ƘǊƻǇǎƘƛǊŜ 

[9!59wΩΣ ǊŜǎǳƭǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ то ƴew jobs by Dec 2019  

 

5ƛǎŎƻǾŜǊ {ƘǊƻǇǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ ŦŀƴǘŀǎǘƛŎ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜΣ  

exceptional views and wonderful wildlife. 

 

For more details go to our website at: http://www.shropshiresgreatoutdoors.co.uk/ 

Contact us at: outdoor.recreation@shropshire.gov.uk 

 

            
 

http://www.shropshiresgreatoutdoors.co.uk/
http://www.shropshiresgreatoutdoors.co.uk/
mailto:outdoor.recreation@shropshire.gov.uk
mailto:outdoor.recreation@shropshire.gov.uk
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1. DESCRIPTION ς General Information 
 
1.1. Location: 

Colemere Countryside Heritage Site is 
situated some 4km south-east of Ellesmere, 
some 1km east of the A528 and some 1km 
south of the A495. 
 

1.2 Area:  
     The site covers 47 ha (117 acres) in total. 
 
1.3 O.S. Grid reference & Sheet number: 
       Centre of site SJ433332 

 Lat/Long 52 55 20 N, 02 45 43 W 
       Main access (from car park) SJ436328 
       O.S. sheet number:  Landranger 126 

Explorer 241 
 
1.4 Council and planning authorities: 

Shropshire Council  
 
1.5 Parishes: 
       Welshampton & Lyneal County Parish 
 
1.6 County Electoral Wards:   
        Hordley, Tetchill and Lyneal County  
        Electoral Ward 
 
1.7 Access:   

The main vehicular access is from a minor road (running between Colmere and Lyneal villages) 
which gives access to the car park (at SJ436328).  Access to the western edge of the site is from the 
minor road running between Colemere village and the A495.   
Additional pedestrian access is available at various locations (see Appendix 2 ς Site Boundary & 
Rights of Way Map). 
The site is designated Open Access Land under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000 
(CROW) 
 

1.8 Facilities: 
Interpretation at the site comprises two boards at the parking area with another near Yell Bridge.  
There are also 2 picnic tables near the car park and a bench seat in Boathouse Wood. 

 
 
1.9 Contacts:  

Countryside Ranger: Lee Fraser, Outdoor Recreation, Shropshire Council, The Wardens Bungalow, 
Swan Hill, Ellesmere SY12 0DQ.  Tel 01691 624448, e-mail lee.fraser@shropshire.gov.uk 
 
Countryside Heritage Sites Manager: Shaun Burkey, Outdoor Recreation, Shropshire Council, The 
Wardens Bungalow, Swan Hill, Ellesmere, SY12 0DQ Tel 01691 624448,  
e-mail shaun.burkey@shropshire.gov.uk 
 
 
 
 

mailto:lee.fraser@shropshire.gov.uk
mailto:lee.fraser@shropshire.gov.uk
mailto:shaun.burkey@shropshire.gov.uk
mailto:shaun.burkey@shropshire.gov.uk
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1.10 Land based designations 

 
Statutory: 
Site of Special Scientific Interest 
Colemere Countryside Heritage Site was first notified in 1963 and re-notified in 1984. The site is 
designated SSSI because it is one of the largest of the Shropshire meres within the nationally 
important Meres & Mosses landscape of north-west Midlands of England and north-east Wales. 
The mere has an almost complete fringe of woodland and there is a comparatively rich flora of 
aquatic macrophytes, including small pondweed Potamogeton berchtoldii, fan-leaved water 
crowfoot Ranunculus circinatus and autumnal water-starwort Callitriche hermaphroditica. Lesser 
yellow water-lily Nuphar pumila occurs here at what is probably its only English locality ς the 
main centre of distribution of this species is the Scottish Highlands. 
Most of the surrounding woodland is of artificial origin but is included in the site since it is 
of value as a habitat for birds and adds to the diversity of the site. However, near the 
eastern end there is an area of semi-natural alder carr in which greater spearwort Ranunculus 
lingua and the rare elongated sedge Carex elongata occur. 
At the south-eastern end of the site there is an area of damp, rush-dominated pasture, with 
characteristic species such as lesser spearwort Ranunculus flammula and carnation sedge 
Carex panicea. 
The aquatic invertebrate fauna of Cole Mere is particularly diverse. 

 
Ramsar Site 
The site was designated a Ramsar site on 02 Feb 1997 and has the Ramsar name - Midland Meres 
and Mosses Phase 2. Justification for designation is a consequence of the site comprising a 
diverse range of habitats from open water to raised bog. The site also supports a number of rare 
species of plants associated with wetlands, including the nationally scarce cowbane Cicuta virosa 
and, elongated sedge Carex elongata. Also present are the nationally scarce bryophytes Dicranum 
affine and Sphagnum pulchrum. 
Also supports an assemblage of invertebrates including several rare species. There are 16 species 
of British Red Data Book insect listed for this site including the following endangered species: the 
moth Glyphipteryx lathamella, the caddisfly Hagenella clathrata and the sawfly Trichiosoma 
vitellinae. 

 
Local Nature Reserve 
The site was declared a Local Nature Reserve (LNR) in 1999, under Section 21 of the National 
Parks and Access to the Countryside Act 1949. 

 
Open Access Land 
Dedicated under the CROW Act 2000 and came into force in October 2005 and covers the whole 
ǎƛǘŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ŀƛƭƛƴƎ /ƭǳōΩǎ .ƻŀǘƘƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘƛƴƎƘȅ ǇŀǊƪ. 
 
Nitrate Vulnerable Zone (2017)  
Extends to the wider landscape. Nitrate Vulnerable Zones (NVZs) are areas designated as being at 
risk from agricultural nitrate pollution. They include about 58% of land in England. The area of the 
Meres is within an NVZ. 
 
Non-statutory: 
Planning Practice Guidance 17: Planning for Open Space, Sport and Recreation (PPG17). 
The site is recognised within the local planning system as having value of open spaces or sport and 
recreation facilities.  
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Drinking Water Safeguard Zone(surface water) extends to the wider landscape. 
 

Priority Habitats Inventory - See Priority Habitats Map in Appendix 3 
Priority Habitats Identified within Colemere Countryside Heritage Site include Deciduous Woodland, 
Lowland Meadows and Semi-improved grassland. In the adjacent wider landscape, as shown on 
map in Appendix 3 are priority habitats of Woodpasture & Parkland, Traditional Orchards and 
Ancient Replanted Woodland.  

 
1.11 Owners:  

Shropshire Council, Shirehall, Abbey Foregate, Shrewsbury, Shropshire. SY2 6ND. 
  
1.12 Type of holding:  

Freehold  
 

1.13 Acquisition: 
Purchased in 1972 from the Executors of the 4th Duke of Westminster, with assistance of the 
Countryside Commission (now part of Natural England).   
 

1.14 Byelaws:  
Byelaws (made under section 41 of the Countryside Act 1968 and Section 90 of the National Parks 
and Access to the Countryside Act 1949) came into force on the 19th February 1990. These control 
various activities. 
 

1.15 Rents / Income 
ω Colemere Sailing Club currently lease the Mere for sailing, the dinghy park and the car parking 

area adjacent to Crab Mill fields; This is a fifty-year lease which commenced in 2007. Rent was 
paid for the first 5 years at £100 per annum. Rent can be reviewed only every 5 years after 
commencement, so 2012, 2017, the next review date is 2022. No sailing (other than for 
maintenance) is allowed in the months of January and February.  
Note: Colemere Sailing Club are key partners in the management of the site and help with 
controlling water levels in winter by raising the outflow sluice.  

ω Colemere Anglers, has a 3 year lease which is renewed every 3 years. The current lease expires in 
March 2022. 
Note: Colemere Anglers are key partners in the management of the site and help with policing out-
of-hours anti-social activities and illegal poaching. 
See Appendix 5 ς Colemere Anglers agreement map 2019. 

¶ Crab Mill fields were sold in 2012. 

¶ Yell Wood sheds adjacent to the access track at Little Mill were leased to Mr. Shipp for 99 years in 
March 2009. The tenant is responsible for insurance of the premises and for paying a fair proportion 
of the cost of maintaining the access way. The tenant must also keep the gate leading from the 
highway to the access way locked at all times. 

 
1.16 Stewardship Agreements 

¶ Higher Tier Countryside Stewardship agreement until 31/12/2028.  

¶ Basic Payment Scheme  
 
1.17 Buildings/structures: 

¶ Colemere boardwalk across Yell Field was installed in phases from 2005. The earliest section, 
ŀǇǇǊƻȄΩ тлƳ ƛƴ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΣ ƴŜŀǊŜǎǘ ǘo Yell Wood, is already rotten and closed and is due to be replaced 
with the remaining sections repaired thereafter. 

¶ Boathouse. Sold to Colemere Sailing Club in early 2007.   

¶ Yell Wood sheds  
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1.18 Management responsibilities 

Colemere Countryside Heritage Site is owned by Shropshire Council and managed by The Outdoor 
Recreation Team of Shropshire Council. The site has a dedicated Ranger who reports to the 
Countryside Heritage Sites Manager. Additional support is derived from Access Officers, Tree 
Officers ŀƴŘ {ƘǊƻǇǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ IƛǎǘƻǊic Environment Team. Site management is also directly influenced 
by Member input and involvement who contribute to representing the public and Shropshire 
Council strategy. Local volunteers also contribute to site management and day-to-day site 
monitoring. 

 
1.19 Neighbouring landowners 

Canal & Rivers Trust. Land adjacent to the canal which runs along the northern boundary of Yell 
Wood is owned and managed by the Canal & Rivers Trust. The exact extent of their land holding 
was clarified in 2019 and extends further into Yell Wood than was previously thought. Boundary 
markers indicating the extent have been on site for many years and are still present. The map 
below shows the actual boundary between C&RT land and Colemere Countryside Heritage Site. 

 
  
 
Tudor Griffith s Group. Extensive gravel extraction operations to the west of the site have been 
sensitively landscaped and now provide excellent wildlife habitat and opportunities for quiet 
recreation. The area, known as Wood Lane Nature Reserve is managed in association with 
Shropshire Wildlife Trust. Such is the commitment by the Tudor Griffiths Group to restoration and 
conservation, that it has won a number of major national awards, in particular, The British Trust 
for Ornithology (BTO) declared it 'Best Quarry Site' in its 'Bird Challenge' competition, as well as 
awarding first prize for 'Conservation and Community Involvement'.  

 
In recent years an extension to gravel extraction was granted to Tudor Griffiths on land between 
Wood Lane Nature Reserve and Colemere.  Whilst it is anticipated that in the long term the area 
will be sensitively landscaped and the Wood Lane Nature Reserve extended there is always the 
dangers of adverse effects upon Colemere SSSI, consequently stringent mitigation and controls 
have been put in place. 

 
A statement from Tudor Griffiths 
Meres & Mosses Business Environment Network 

 
άTudor Griffiths Group are proud members of the Meres & Mosses Business Environment 
Network (MMBEN). 
 
"The Meres & Mosses Business Environment Network brings together companies from Shropshire 
and the surrounding counties with an interest in becoming more sustainable and reducing their 
environmental footprint. TG Group were pivotal in helping to set this initiative up when it 
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launched in 2014 and have been strong advocatŜǎ ŜǾŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǇǇǊoach 
to recycling and protection of the environment is now branching out to also include renewable 
energy"  Tom Hayek - Corporate & Business Development Manager, Shropshire Wildlife Trustέ 

  
1.20 Photographic coverage 
 
Aerial photographs:  

In 2017 a Drone Photography company, Drone Rangers of Ludlow were employed to take aerial 
photographs and stitched aerial maps of the site. These provide high resolution images of the site 
and are very useful for habitat management. These images, some very large, are held on an 
Outdoor Recreation database. A good example of the stitched aerial photographs now available can 
be seen in Appendix x, showing Yell Field in July 2018. The level of detail enables plant communities 
to be macro-monitored in the long term. 
General photographs:  Held on an Outdoor Recreation database. 
Fixed point photography: None 
See Appendix 7 which shows a stitched aerial photograph of Yell Field in 2017 
 

General photographs: 
A general digital photographic database is currently held by Shropshire Council, apart from a few 
older photos, the majority are from 2005 onwards. A paper and slide collection of photographs is 
currently held at the Wardens Bungalow, Ellesmere and these need digitizing. 
Monochrome stereoscopic pairs dating from 1984 are held with the Site and Monument Record at 
Shirehall. 
A photograph dating from 1956 (ref: 27240) is held at the Shropshire Archives (Castle Gates). 
Natural England also hold a collection taken over several decades. Photographs taken at various 
locations can also be found in Wenlock, 1994. 

 
A variety of historic photos are available at www.secretshropshire.co.uk . 
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2. Compartments 
The map below shows the management compartments, note Crab Mill fields were sold in 2012. 

 

Least Water Lily  
locations 
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2.1  Compartment Descriptions 
 
Cpt. 1 Cole mere 

Cole Mere is one of the largest of the Shropshire meres with open water covering 27.2ha, it is 
fringed by woodland apart from the eastern margin and a short section at the north-western end, 
although formerly it had grazed margins and reed bed with no woodland (Lockton an Whild 
2006). It is classed as hyper-eutrophic and appears typical of the Midlands Meres in that it 
experiences cyanobacterial blooms, a common feature in both stratified and stratified water, 
supported by an internal source of nutrients. It is situated within a natural hollow and there is a 
small inflow stream in the north west corner, however the major source of water is groundwater 
with flow entering the mere from the glacial sand and gravel aquifer during high water level 
conditions. Cole Mere lies adjacent to the Shropshire Union Canal, and a spillway directs canal 
overflow water into the mere. Estimates are available for the quantity of water this inflow 
provides to the mere and there are water quality data for 2015-2016 which will enable some 
estimation of the potential influence of this inflow on the water quality of Cole Mere (Atkins in 
prep.). Water in the canal is likely to have different chemistry to that of Cole Mere, owing to its 
origin in the Welsh mountains and the influence of boat traffic stirring up sediment from the 
canal bed. There is an outflow on the eastern margin of the mere (ECUS 2001, Lockton and Whild 
2006, Burgess, Goldsmith and Goodrich 2014, Dempster and Gasca 2015). There is a 
comparatively rich flora of aquatic macrophytes, including small pondweed Potamogeton 
berchtoldii, fan-leaved water crowfoot Ranunculus circinatus and autumnal water-starwort 
Callitriche hermaphroditica. Least water-lily Nuphar pumila occurs here, located in Bays 2 and 4 at 
what is probably its only English locality ς the main centre of distribution of this species is the 
Scottish Highlands. The aquatic invertebrate fauna of Cole Mere is particularly diverse. 
¢ƘŜ ƻǇŜƴ ǿŀǘŜǊ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ ŎƻƳmon visitor appeal and is used for sailing and 
fishing. Swimming is not allowed and discouraged. 

 
Cpt. 2 Boathouse Wood 

Essentially mixed woodland (approx. 3.2ha) with many of the trees dating from plantings 
undertaken in 1965 and 1983.  The predominant species planted were poplar, beech, oak, Norway 
spruce, Douglas fir along ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ƘŜƳƭƻŎƪΣ ƭŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ {ŎƻǘΩǎ ǇƛƴŜΦ  bŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ 
includes sycamore, birch, rowan, holly and hazel with alder at the mere edge.  The field layer is 
often sparse with scattered bramble, bluebell, wood sorrel, wood anemone and bracken.  There has 
been some removal of non-native species since 1989 and some waterside clearance of shading 
vegetation in the ƭŀǘŜ нлллΩǎ.  A public footpath, Rights of way: 0216/52/1, follows the mere-side. 

 
Cpt. 3 Sailing Club, dinghy park and access 

The Boathouse is owned by the Colemere Sailing Club who also lease the dingy park (total area 
approx 0.25ha). Additionally the 50 year lease, which expires in 2057, includes the small field to the 
south west of Crab Mill Field, this they maintain and use as a car park. Consideration also needs to 
be given to the access track to the Boathouse and area between the Boathouse and Dingy Park  

 
Cpt. 4 Car park and picnic area 

A stone-surfaced car park with low wooden vehicle barriers and an area of amenity semi-improved 
grassland.  There is a small patch of dense scrub to the west and sections of new hedges have been 
planted on the periphery.  A small area of grassland (sub-compartment C4a - approx. 0.1ha) is 
separated from the main section of amenity grassland by a tall hedge with trees.  This area is 
managed as amenity grassland and is used rarely as an overspill car park.  
Large mature trees (mainly oak) are present by the car park (approx 1.1ha.). The western end of the 
picnic area is managed as hay meadow and receives an annual cut and collect in late summer. The 
path from the car park to Yell Field kissing gate is occasionally boggy. Installation of grass mats to 
form a raised path has been less than successful. 
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Cpt. 5 Yell Field 

Lowland meadow priority habitat (approx 5.6ha) supporting a mosaic of semi-improved and marshy 
grassland, categorized - MG5 Cynosurus cristatus-Centaurea nigra lowland meadows. MG5 
grasslands are species-rich ranging from around 12 to 38 plant species in a 4 m2 quadrat with an 
average of around 23/species/4 m2 (Rodwell 1992). 

 
Managed by mechanical cut and collect in late July/early August followed by aftermath grazing.  The 
sward includes southern marsh orchids, common spotted orchids and hybrids between the two, 
meadow thistle, Lesser spearwort, Carnation sedge, sweet-vernal grass, meadow foxtail, common 
spike-rush, oval sedge, yellow-rattle, pignut and hairy sedge.  The marshy grassland is dominated by 
soft-rush and jointed-rush with occasional patches dominated by meadowsweet.  Part of the 
permissive circular path crosses its western edge and a further desire line path follows the mereside 
where there is a boardwalk.  The field is within the SSSI and Ramsar Site and is subject to a 
Countryside Stewardship agreement. 

 
Meadow thistle Cirsium dissectum occurs in Yell Field at its only known Shropshire location; (NB 
there is also an introduced population of meadow thistle at Venus Pool, created during a 
grassland regeneration project there) 

 
The species composition of Yell Field is of particular interest and is often visited by the Shropshire 
Botanical Group and Field Studies Council. 

 
Yell Field has suffered with increasing numbers of dog walkers in recent years believed to be a 
direct consequence of improved access under the CROW Act 2000 with path improvements being 
made between 2005 and 2009. Yell Field is closest to the car park and people arriving with dogs let 
them run free and many fail to pick up dog waste which is adding much nutrient to the soil. 
Attempts to educate visitors via varied notices leaflets and face to face conversations over several 
years have been met, on occasion, with aggression and indifference. 

Cpt. 4 

Cpt. 4a 

Cpt. 5 

Cpt. 2 

Cpt. 8 

Boathouse 

Car Park 

Cpt. 2 
Cpt. 3 



Colemere Countrysid e Heritage Site Management Plan 2020 ï 2025  

 12 

 

 
The boardwalk across Yell Field was installed in 2 stages with the furthest 70m section adjacent to 
Yell Wood installed first across the most boggy ground. This section is due to be replaced in late 
2019 with the remaining section repaired. Considerable debate has ensued over the years with 
regards the boardwalk which is believed to have contributed considerably to an increase in visitor 
numbers which is believed to be affecting the sites nature conservation value and a place for quiet 
recreation.  

 
Cpt. 6 Yell Wood 

Primarily broadleaved plantation (approx. 8.2ha) established by 1836, but with some mereside 
broadleaved semi-natural woodland (approx. 1.3ha, sub-compartment C6a).  The plantation is 
mixed, with oak, beech, ash, silver birch, sycamore and Scots pine all locally frequent (including 
some large specimens of beech and oak).  The shrub layer includes yew, hazel, rowan and holly.  
Dense, extensive stands of Rhododendron ponticum have largely been eradicated through cutting, 
burning and stump treatment and the ground flora is responding positively. The field layer is often 
rather open with frequent bramble and male fern, patchy bracken and occasional wood sorrel and 
bluebell.  The broadleaved semi-natural woodland on the mereside edge has a canopy of alder with 
a relatively species-rich field layer including elongated sedge, yellow-flag, common nettle, remote 
sedge, creeping jenny, blackcurrant and marsh marigold (representing a stand of the National 
Vegetation Classification W5 community according to EN, 2003).  Part of the permissive circular 
path passes through this compartment. Two otter holts were constructed in secluded spots 
adjacent to the mere at Bay 1. Camera trap records show otters and, surprisingly, mink in the 
vicinity of the holts. 
The Canal & Rivers Trust own the majority of the northern bank of Yell Wood leading up to the tow 
path. Within this area, just to the south east of Yell Bridge, can be found a canal sluice, apparently 
enabling the canal to be released into the mere, obviously with devastating consequences for the 
ecology of the site. This is an unacceptable situation and negotiations with the Canals & Rivers Trust 
have been initiated. In 2018 a steady leak from this sluice was reported to C&RT after Japanese 
knotweed was seen for the first time nearby, presumably originating from canal water. This begs 
the question as to what else is leaching onto the site from the canal.   

 
Cpt. 7 Little Mill Field 

A small field (approx. 0.7ha) historically managed as a meadow, , categorized - MG5 Cynosurus 
cristatus-Centaurea nigra lowland meadows as for Yell Field. The sward includes sweet-vernal 
grass, meadow foxtail, common spike-rush, oval sedge and yellow-rattle.    The mereside edge is 
fringed with trees (mainly alder).  Part of the permissive circular path crosses its eastern edge. The 
field is within the SSSI and Ramsar Site and subject to a Countryside Stewardship agreement (the 
same agreement as for C5 above). In 2017 an unusual sub-species of dandelion, Taraxacum agg. 
was discovered by a researcher from Kew Millenium Seed Project and seed was collected from site. 

 
C8 Crab Mill Field 

A small field of 0.4ha, remnant of the Crab Mill fields which were sold off in 2012. This small field is 
managed as hay meadow with an annual cut and collect with arisings dumped on site in a corner. 
The hedge is cut on a three-year rotation, in February. 
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3. ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION 
 
3.1 PHYSICAL 
 
3.1.1 Landscape 

The Meres & Mosses of the north west Midlands form a nationally important series of open 
water and peatland sites. These have developed in natural depressions in the glacial drift left by 
the ice sheets which covered the Cheshire-Shropshire plain some 15,000 years ago. The majority 
lie in Cheshire and north Shropshire, with a small number of outlying sites in adjacent parts of 
Staffordshire and Clwyd. 
The origin of most of the hollows can be accounted for by glaciation but a small number have 
been formed at least in part by more recent subsidence resulting from the removal in solution of 
underlying salt deposits. 
There are more than 60 opeƴ ǿŀǘŜǊ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ΨƳŜǊŜǎΩ ƻǊ ΨǇƻƻƭǎΩ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ number of 
ǇŜŀǘƭŀƴŘ ǎƛǘŜǎ ƻǊ ƳƛǊŜǎ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ΨƳƻǎǎŜǎΩΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǊŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ŘŜǇǘƘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻƴŜ metre to 27 
metres and have areas varying between less than a hectare to 70 hectares. Although the majority 
of the meres are nutrient rich (eutrophic) the water chemistry is very variable reflecting the 
heterogeneous nature of the surrounding drift deposits. Associated fringing habitats such as 
reedswamp, fen, carr and damp pasture add to the value of the meres. 

 
Natural England place Colemere within National Character Area 61 ς Shropshire, Cheshire & 
Staffordshire Plain. There are 159 National Character Areas (NCAs). These are areas that share 
similar landscape characteristics, and which follow natural lines in the landscape rather than 
administrative boundaries, making them a good decision-making framework for the natural 
environment. 
The Shropshire, Cheshire and Staffordshire Plain National Character Area (NCA) comprises most 
of the county of Cheshire, the northern half of Shropshire and a large part of north-west 
Staffordshire. This is an expanse of flat or gently undulating, lush, pastoral farmland, which is 
bounded by the Mersey Valley NCA in the north, with its urban and industrial development, and 
extending to the rural Shropshire Hills NCA in the south. To the west, it is bounded by the hills of 
the Welsh borders and to the east and south-east by the urban areas within the Potteries and 
Churnet Valley, Needwood and South Derbyshire Claylands, and Cannock Chase and Cank Wood 
NCAs. The majority of this NCA has low soil carbon content. However, significant wetland areas 
and extensive areas of peat soils and permanent grasslands provide an important carbon storage 
function in this NCA. 

 
3.1.2 Climate 

The site lies within the River Severn basin, which, as a whole, has the following climate: 
The whole basin lies entirely within the temperate maritime climate zone of cool winters and 
warm summers.  Significant departures from these conditions frequently occur and are caused in 
part by the situation of the British Isles between extensive areas of land and sea. 
Long term average rainfall from the rain gauge at Cockshutt is 713mm. The nearest weather 
station appears to be RAF Shawbury, approximately 17km to the south-east. 
Min. & Max daily temperatures 5.2° C & 13.4° C.  
Days of air frost: 61.8 

 
3.1.3  Hydrology 

Cole Mere is a relatively large and deep mere with a surface area of 28 ha and a maximum depth 
of 11.5 m Cole Mere is situated in a hollow within glacial drift (ECUS 2001h). The surface water 
catchment map in Appendix 6 shows that catchment is largely to the west and south of the mere 
and is predominantly arable and semi-improved pasture but also includes the village of Cole 
Mere. There is a small inflow stream to the north-west (D on map) and an outflow (A on map) to 
the east that can also act as an inflow under some hydrological conditions. It probably also 
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receives overflow from the nearby Shropshire Union Canal. However, between 61 to 82% of the 
water supplied to the mere is believed to derive from groundwater.  
 
The map here is taken from the Catchment & Inflow/Outflow Map in Appendix 6.  
It shows the site is situated within a natural hollow with four inflow locations (B, C, D, E) and one 
outflow (A). 

 

Inflows  
- B - optional outflow point for draining canal (if undertaken, canal water would enter mere).  

Culvert with some flow to south of canal (brickwork pipe, diameter c, 0.4m) seepage through 
brickwork.  Ratchet mechanism on south side of canal to allow flow into mere.  This is seasonally 
nutrient rich (Dr Anne Wheeler, pers. comm - B on map1); 

- C - concrete overflow on south side of canal - dry.  Feeds into stream that leaves a brickwork, 
diameter c. 0.4-0.5m wide.  Flow south towards mere.  Source of brickwork pipe from north of 
canal apparently originating to the north of the canal and flowing through a culvert under 
outflow. In addition, a culvert enters the site at this point bringing peat stained water from Black 
Coppice wood from the north.  

- D ς Main inflow streamΣ ŀǇǇǊƻȄΩ мƳ ǿƛŘŜ at Little Mill Cottage derived from several sources 
including:  
- flow through garden of Little Mill, channelled and landscaped; 
- flow adjacent to canal before flowing under canal through a culvert and into the stream at 

Little Mill; 
- flow originating from Blakemere (with earlier source from The Mere, into Blakemere) through 

an underground drain; 
- drainage from Colemere flows north, under canal, into culvert and back into mere inflow 

drain.  
 

- E - Drain of unknown origin but apparently nutrient rich. 
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Outflows 
- A - The outflow (which is artificial) is to the east of the mere, but this can also act as an inflow at 

times of high-water levels, which runs south-east to eventually join the River Roden.  A sluice gate 
adjacent to the mere is used to raise the water table during the months of Jan and Feb when 
there is no sailing on the mere. The sluice gate is operated by Colemere Sailing Club. 

 
The surface water catchment extends to ca. 172ha and is predominantly dominated by 
agriculture (arable, improved and semi-improved grassland) along with the village of Colemere. 

 
However, the main source of water in the mere itself is groundwater (estimated to be 61-82% of 
the water present), with flow entering the mere from the glacial sand and gravel aquifer during 
high water level conditions. 

 
Colemere is classed as hyper-eutrophic by Natural England.  Analysis of the water has shown 
significant increases in phosphorus and ammonia concentrations in winter, suggesting that 
internal release from the sediments could be a significant source of nutrients along with 
groundwater movements.  Water samples have also shown high levels of soluble reactive and 
total phosphorus.  High levels of phosphorus in the lake sediments of nearby Crose Mere, White 
Mere and Hatch Mere has been shown to be due to anthropogenic influences revealed by core 
analysis at Liverpool University; Cole Mere is likely to reveal these same influences giving rise to 
high levels of phosphorus. 

 
Characteristics of Cole Mere. 

Characteristic  Value  Unit  Reference and notes  

Altitude 88  m   

Area  28  ha  Reynolds (1979)  

Catchment area  1.72  km2  ECUS (2001h)  

Max water depth  11.5  m  Reynolds (1979)  

Mean water depth  3.3  m  Fisher et al. 2009  

Mean retention time  1.25  y  Moss et al. (1992)  

Main source of 
water*  

S (D)  -  ECUS (2001h)  

Annual conductivity  239  ˃{ ŎƳ-1  Moss et al. (1992)  

Annual alkalinity  1.49  mequiv L-1  Moss et al. (1992)  

Annual TP  400 (130)  ˃Ǝ [-1  Moss et al. (1992) (Recent EA data)  

Annual DIN  740 (330)  ˃Ǝ [-1  Moss et al. (1992) (Recent EA data)  

Annual Chlorophyll a  22 (25)  ˃Ǝ [-1  Moss et al. (1992) (Recent EA data)  

 
 

Llangollen Canal 
The canal which runs to the north of Colemere is known as Llangollen Canal and is managed by 
the Canal & Rivers Trust(C&RT), formerly British Waterways. The canal was constructed in the 
early муллΩǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛƴƪǎ ƛƴǘo Wales at Llangollen and Llanymynech extending east into England and 
linking to the Shropshire Union Canal and beyond.  
The canal is a constant threat to the ecology of Colemere because of the potential of controlled 
and accidental water leakage onto site bringing with it undesirable pollution and invasive species 
such as non-native shrimps, dikerogammarus villosus and dikerogammarus haemobaphes and 
non-native flora such as Japanese knotweed.  
¢ƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜƳŜƴǘ ΨŀƭƭƻǿǎΩ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƴŀl spillway near to point C on the above map to come 
into operation when the canal levels are 25mm above normal level due to rainfall events in the 



Colemere Countrysid e Heritage Site Management Plan 2020 ï 2025  

 16 

 

Llangollen area and blockages at Grindley Brook. According to C&RT this overflow probably 
happens 6 to 10 times per year with up to 3 million gallons of canal water flowing into Cole mere 
each time. A further threat exists with the presence of a canal sluice gate at Yell Bridge (SJ 43449 
33519), if operated, the canal can be drained in the mere, according to C&RT the sluice is 
operated on average every three years. It is expected that with more severe weather events 
associated with Climate Change, the frequency of contaminated flooding from the canal will 
increase and this needs to be investigated to determine the legal status of this unacceptable 
arrangement. 

 

 
3.1.4 Topography/Geomorphology 

Colemere is situated in a hollow within glacial drift. 

 
3.1.5 Geology 

The underlying geology is primarily Mercia Mudstone comprising red, silty mudstones with 
occasional variable beds of fine grained sandstone, siltstone and gypsum. 

 
Middle Keuper Marl (Mercia Mudstones) underlies ca. 15% of the surface water catchment and 
ca. 30% of the nominal groundwater catchment to the east.  Lower Keuper Marl (Mercia 
Mudstones) underlies ca. 35% of the surface water catchment and ca. 30% of the nominal 
groundwater catchment, directly underlying the site and to the west.  Lower Keuper Saliferous 
Beds directly underlies parts of the site, ca. 50% of the surface water catchment and ca. 30% of 
the nominal groundwater catchment.  Keuper Waterstones underlie ca. 5% of the nominal 
groundwater catchment to the north-west.  Upper Keuper Saliferous Beds form ca. 5% of the 
nominal groundwater catchment to the south-east. 

 
3.1.6 Soils 

There is a thick sequence of peat, alluvium, glacial sand, gravel and glacial till overlying Mercia 
Mudstone.   
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3.2 BIOLOGICAL 
 
3.2.1 Ecological position & Priority Habitats 

Colemere is one of a group of several meres within 5km of each other.  This group is in turn part of 
a series of some 60 meres and mosses in the Shropshire-Cheshire plain.  Together they form a range 
of wetland sites that are considered to be of international significance. The Meres and Mosses 
project, coordinated by Shropshire Wildlife Trust and partners ran from 2012 ς 2017. This 
Landscape Partnership Scheme (LPS) and Nature Improvement Area (NIA) were two of the most 
ambitious and significant programmes in recent times for these parts of north Shropshire and south 
Cheshire and aimed to raise awareness of this rich landscape. See Appendix 3 ς Priority Habitat 
Map. 

 
3.2.2 Flora 

When reviewing this management plan it has become apparent that biological records are 
extensive with the earliest surveys undertaken as far back as 1800 when The Reverend Edward 
Williams recorded six species.  Cole Mere has been exhaustively surveyed producing many 
species lists which has revealed a huge diversity of botanical species. The Shropshire Botanical 
Society hold 1700 species records for this site in (January 2008).  
A Botanical Survey of Cole Mere by Whild Associates Ecological Consultants was commissioned by 
English Nature in 2005 as part of an ongoing process to update information on the Meres & 
Mosses of Shropshire, Cheshire and Staffordshire, with a particular emphasis on the vegetation 
communities. 
This very informative survey by Alex Lockton & Sarah Whild offers priorities amongst this wealth 
of data and is referred to below. 

 
Cole Mere is a site of considerable importance for nature conservation, being the last of the 
Meres & Mosses to retain a true glacial relict species, the Least water-lily, Nuphar pumila. 
 
Within stands of alder carr in Cpt. 6a, a large population of the nationally scarce Elongated 
Sedge Carex elongata and Greater Spearwort Ranunculus lingua can be found.  

 
Yell Field, Cpt.5 should also be a priority when considering botanical diversity. This is a damp, 
rush-dominated pasture, with characteristic species such as lesser spearwort Ranunculus 
flammula and carnation sedge Carex panicea. Also, of note is the discovery in 1993 of 
{ƘǊƻǇǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƻŦ aŜŀŘƻǿ ¢ƘƛǎǘƭŜΣ Cirsium dissectum. Located at SJ43673298.  

 
Generally, the site is comparatively rich in flora. Aquatic macrophytes, including small pondweed 
Potamogeton berchtoldii, fan-leaved water crowfoot Ranunculus circinatus and autumnal water-
starwort Callitriche hermaphroditica. Least water-lily Nuphar pumila occurs here at what is 
probably its only English locality ς the main centre of distribution of this species is the Scottish 
Highlands. 
Most of the surrounding woodland is of artificial origin but is included in the site since it is of 
value as a habitat for birds and adds to the diversity of the site. However, within Yell Wood, Cpt.6, 
there is an area of semi-natural alder carr, Cpt.6a, in which greater spearwort  Ranunculus lingua 
and the rare elongated sedge Carex elongata occur. 
Yell Field, Cpt.5, at the south-eastern end of the site, is an area of damp, rush-dominated pasture, 
with characteristic species such as lesser spearwort Ranunculus flammula and carnation sedge 
Carex panicea.  Southern Marsh-orchid Dactylorhiza praetermissa is also present in abundance. 

 
Vegetation surveys include; 

¶ Survey of aquatic macrophytes, English Nature 10/09/1979 

¶ Survey of aquatic macrophytes, English Nature 10/09/1987 

¶ Survey of aquatic macrophytes, English Nature 10/09/1990 
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¶ Survey of aquatic macrophytes, English Nature 10/09/1996 

¶ English Nature Meres Survey report 2000 

¶ Monitoring visit (aquatic macrophytes), English Nature, 05/09/2001 

¶ A Botanical Survey of Cole Mere 2005, Whild Associates Ecological Consultants. 

¶ University of Birmingham visit to Cole Mere, 3rd June 2011- Alex Lockton 

¶ Shropshire Botanical Society Survey species list, July 2017 

¶ Information is also included in 3 management plans and an English Field Unit survey:  

¶ Survey of Shropshire and Cheshire Meres. English Field Unit Report No. 59.  1989.  NCC (now 
Natural England); 

¶ Colemere Country Park, Draft Management Plan, 1993.  Nigel Jones, Shropshire County Council. 

¶ Conservation management strategy for Colemere a North Shropshire mere.  1994.  Christopher 
Wenlock, University of Wolverhampton; 

¶ Meres and Mosses Conservation Plans, Colemere.  2001.  ECUS. 
 

Lists of fungi have been compiled by Harvey Morgan (dated 18/10/98) and Roy Mantle (2004). 
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3.2.3 Vegetation communities 

Habitat National Vegetation Classification 
(NVC) 

Approx. area Compt. 
present in 

National & Shropshire Habitat Action Plan (if 
any) 

Broadleaved, mixed and yew 
woodland 

W5b ς Alnus glutinosa-Carex 
paniculata woodland 
 

1.3ha Cpt.6a UK wet woodland 
Shropshire semi-natural broadleaved 
woodland 

Broadleaved, mixed and yew 
woodland 

W10 - Quercus robur - Pteridium 
aquilinum - Rubus fruticosus 
woodland   
W6 - Alnus glutinosa ς Urtica dioica 
woodland 

8.2ha Cpt. 6  

Mixed plantation  3.2ha Cpt. 2  

Dense scrub  0.2ha Cpt. 5 & Cpt. 8  

Lowland neutral grassland MG5 Cynosurus cristatus-Centaurea 
nigra lowland meadows 
M23 Juncus effusus rush pasture 
 

12.5ha Cpt. 5, Cpt. 7, Cpt. 8 UK lowland meadows 
Shropshire species-rich grassland 

Emergent vegetation S4 - Phragmites australis swamp & 
reed beds 

trace Cpt. 1  

Standing open water (mere) A8 - Nuphar lutea community 
S4 - Phragmites australis swamp & 
reed beds 

27.2ha Cpt. 1 UK eutrophic standing water 
Shropshire standing open water 

Standing open water (ditch)  trace Cpt. 1 UK eutrophic standing water 
Shropshire standing open water 

Amenity grassland and scattered 
broadleaved trees 

MG6 - Lolium perenne - Cynosurus 
cristatus grassland 

1ha Cpt. 4  

Hedges  n/a Cpt. 4, Cpt. 5, Cpt. 
7, Cpt. 8 

 

Car park and sailing club compound 
and access 

 0.25ha Cpt. 3, Cpt. 4  
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Shropshire Botanical Society have produced a list of indicator species which are suggested as 
ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛǾŜ άƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅέΦ  ¢ƘƻǎŜ ǊŜŎƻǊŘŜŘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘƭȅ όǇƻǎǘ мфтлύ 
at Colemere are listed below by the habitat of which they are suggested by the SBS as indicators 
(note a species may be included as an indicator for more than one habitat). 

 
3.2.3.1 Ancient semi-natural woodland: 

Field Maple (Acer campestre), Bluebell (Hyacinthoides non-scripta), Wood Anemone (Anemone 
nemorosa), Giant Bellflower (Campanula latifolia), Elongated Sedge (Carex elongata), Greater 
Tussock-sedge (Carex paniculata), Cyperus Sedge (Carex pseudocyperus), Slender St. John's-wort 
(Hypericum pulchrum), Yellow Archangel (Lamiastrum galeobdolon), Great Wood-rush (Luzula 
sylvatica), Yellow Loosestrife (Lysimachia vulgaris), Wood-sorrel (Oxalis acetosella), Greater 
Spearwort (Ranunculus lingua), Small-leaved Lime (Tilia cordata), Marsh Violet (Viola palustris).  

 
3.2.3.2 Species-rich grassland:  

Meadow Thistle (Cirsium dissectum), Southern Marsh-orchid (Dactylorhiza praetermissa), 
Slender St. John's-wort (Hypericum pulchrum), Common Twayblade (Listera ovata),  Yellow-
rattle (Rhinanthus minor), Marsh Ragwort (Senecio aquaticus). 

 
3.2.3.3 Bog, flushes and mires: 

Common Yellow Sedge (Carex viridula ssp.oedocarpa), Bristle Club-rush (Isolepis setacea), 
Lousewort (Pedicularis sylvatica), Marsh Cinquefoil (Potentilla palustris), Round-leaved 
Crowfoot (Ranunculus omiophyllus), Royal Fern (Osmunda regalis), Marsh Arrowgrass 
(Triglochin palustre), Marsh Violet (Viola palustris). 

 
3.2.3.4 Swamp and fen: 

Greater Tussock-sedge (Carex paniculata), Cyperus Sedge (Carex pseudocyperus), Common 
Yellow Sedge (Carex viridula ssp.oedocarpa), Meadow Thistle (Cirsium dissectum), Southern 
Marsh-orchid (Dactylorhiza praetermissa), Bristle Club-rush (Isolepis setacea), Yellow Loosestrife 
(Lysimachia vulgaris), Marsh Cinquefoil (Potentilla palustris), Greater Spearwort (Ranunculus 
lingua), Marsh Ragwort (Senecio aquaticus), Marsh Woundwort (Stachys palustris), Marsh 
Arrowgrass (Triglochin palustre). 

 
3.2.3.5 Unpolluted open water: 

Annual Water-starwort (Callitriche hermaphroditica), Greater Tussock-sedge (Carex paniculata), 
Least Water-lily (Nuphar pumila), Fine-leaved Water-dropwort (Oenanthe aquatica), Hemlock 
Water-dropwort (Oenanthe crocata), Marsh Cinquefoil (Potentilla palustris), Fan-leaved Water-
crowfoot (Ranunculus circinatus), Round-leaved Crowfoot (Ranunculus omiophyllus), Marsh 
Ragwort (Senecio aquaticus), Marsh Woundwort (Stachys palustris), Horned Pondweed 
(Zannichellia palustris). 
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3.2.3.6 Vascular plant species 
Over 280 species have been recorded. Recently recorded notable vascular plant species are 
listed below: 

 

Species Status* Date of last 
record 

Grid ref of 
last record 

Latest quoted abundance 
(date) 

least water-lily# Nationally 
Scarce 

2007 SJ430335 Two patches recorded. Both 
in different bays on the 
north-west side of the mere. 
The patch previously 
recorded on the south-east 
side by the Boathouse has 
disappeared. (Surveyed by 
Sarah Whild et al July 07). 

elongated 
sedge 

Nationally 
Scarce 

2004 SJ43713332 ά!ōƻǳǘ млл ǘǳǎǎƻŎƪǎ 
counted, amongst thousands 
of tussocks of Carex remota, 
ƛƴ ²р ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘέ όтκлпύΦ 

meadow thistle Rare in 
Shropshire 

2000 SJ43673298 ά! ƭŀǊƎŜ ǎǘŀƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ centre 
of Cpt.5 Yell Field 

bluebell Cons. concern 2000 SJ4333 άtǊŜǎŜƴǘέ όнлллύ 

 
 Nationally Scarce - species that occur in 16-100 10km in the National Grid; 
 Rare in Shropshire - species that occur in three or fewer sites within Shropshire; 
 Conservation concern - as listed in the Shropshire BAP. 

 
 
3.2.3.7 Non-vascular plants (mosses & liverworts) 

At least 150 species have been recorded. 
Tufted Apple-moss (Philonotis caespitosa) a Nationally Scarce species (see above for definition) 
was recorded in 1979 at SJ435329. 

 
3.2.3.8 Fungi  

Over 250 species have been recorded (Roy Mantle pers.comm.).  Of these the following species 
are considered notable: 

Rare in Shropshire: 
Clavaria fumosa, Clavulinopsis laeticolor, Hygrocybe ceracea, Prerula multifida, Serpula 
himantiodes. 

Uncommon in Shropshire: 
Agaricus lutosus, Boletus parasiticus, Clavulinopsis leteoalba, Hebloma spoliatum, Hygrocybe 
insipida, Hygocybe olivaceoniger, Hygrocybe unguinosa, Inocybe bongardii, Macrolepoita puellaris, 
Macrotyphula fisulosa v. contort, Mycena arcangeliana, Mycena vitilis, Naucoria scolecina, 
Pleurotellus hupnophilus, Psilocybe cyanescens, Russula gracillima. 
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3.2.4  Fauna 
Formal fauna surveys include: 
Wiggington MJ, 1980;  Survey of Shropshire, Cheshire and Staffordshire Meres, Part 1.  English 
Field Unit, Nature Conservancy Council. 
Boardman P, 1992; The butterflies of Colemere and Ellesmere.   

 
Additional records were provided by Shropshire Botanical Society. 

 
3.2.4.1 Invertebrates 

There are records for the following species groups: 
Flatworms (Platyhelmintha); Rotifers (Rotifera); Aquatic molluscs (Mollusca); Aquatic 
segmented worms (Annelida); Crustaceans (Crustacea); Mayflies (Ephemeroptera); Bugs 
(Hemiptera); Alderflies (Megaloptera); Caddisflies (Trichoptera); Beetles (Coleoptera); True flies 
(Diptera); Bees & wasps (Hymenoptera), Barklice (Psocoptera) 

  
Information on the status of the species recorded is lacking but the diversity has been considered 
notable (ECUS, 2001) and the following species have been previously treated as notable: 
Parasyrphus lineolus (a hoverfly) listed in Jones (1993) as occurring in less than 100 10km 
squares in Britain; 
Brachypalpoides lenta (a hoverfly) listed in Jones (1993) as occurring in less than 100 10km 
squares in Britain; 
Chrysops viduatus (a horsefly) listed in Jones (1993) as occurring in less than 100 10km squares 
in Britain. 
However, recent status information (Recorder 2002) suggests that all these species are 
currently known to occur in more than 100 10km squares (although very local in some cases) 
and thus may not now be considered particularly notable. 

 
3.2.4.2 Butterflies 

At least 22 species have been recorded.  The following appear to be notable: 
Wall Brown 2001 Regional medium priority. 

 
3.2.4.3 Flies 

 Hydromyza livens ς recorded in 2010. A leaf miner fly, creating channels (mines) in water lily 
leaves, mines are visible from a distance as long, elegant corridors in the leaf upper-surface, 
often several in a leaf. Widespread in England. 

 
3.2.4.4 Moths 

Under-recorded (only some 10 species have been recorded).  The following appears to be 
particularly notable: 
Aphelia unitana, a tortrix moth, pRDB2, 2003, SJ437330. 
wŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ нллн ƎƛǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΥ άCǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ƘƛƎƘ ƳƻƻǊƭand and limestone 
dales, the larva feeding in spun leaves of various plants. Owing to confusion with A. paleana the 
species distribution is incompletely known, though the moth has been reported from 
bƻǊǘƘǳƳōŜǊƭŀƴŘΣ ¸ƻǊƪǎƘƛǊŜΣ 5ŜǊōȅǎƘƛǊŜ ŀƴŘ {ǘŀŦŦƻǊŘǎƘƛǊŜΦέ 
On further investigation, this appears to be an unusual but valid record. 

 
3.2.4.5 Odonata (Dragonflies & Damselflies) 

At least 11 species have been recorded, none appear to be particularly notable. 
 
3.2.4.6 Aculeate hymenoptera (Bees, Wasps & Ants) 

In July 2017 Mags Cousins (Natural England Ecologist) discovered a Digger Wasp (Cerceris 



Colemere Countrysid e Heritage Site Management Plan 2020 ï 2025  

 23 

 

rybyensis) excavating a burrow on the dry mud path across Yell Field. The Digger Wasp is known 
to parisitise  mining bees which are also present in bare ground nearby. 

 
3.2.4.7 Spiders 

Under-recorded (only some 10 species have been recorded).  The following appears to be 
particularly notable (from the Shropshire Botanical Society database): 
Theridion hemerobium, a comb-footed spider, RDB1, 2003, SJ4333. Previously considered very 
rare but has been found on numerous stretches of Midland canals by Nick Law. 
CorrespƻƴŘŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ нлло ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ άTheridion hemerobium is 
certainly rare, although not apparently as rare as originally thought. In a forthcoming status 
review the spider will probably be assigned a Nationally Scarce (Scarce A) categorȅΦέ 
Investigations suggests that as this species is associated with canals the record may originate 
from the adjacent canal. 

 
3.2.4.8 Amphibians 

Three species (common toad, common frog and smooth newt) have been recorded. 
 
3.2.4.9 Reptiles 

Two species (common lizard and grass snake) have been recorded.  
 
3.2.4.10 Fish 

At least 9 species recorded of which Eel, Tench, Perch, Roach and Bream appear to be most 
frequent although the populations are known to fluctuate widely.  The site is also renowned for its 
specimen carp. Chris Goldspink, from Manchester University, has records and reports on the 
assemblage and health of fish from about the last 30 years. Some records are held at the C&RT 
office at Swan Hill. Colemere Anglers reported in early 2020 that, based upon catch data, numbers 
of Carp, Tench and Bream are low, however some specimens are very large. Roach, Perch and Eels 
are in abundance. 
άCole Mere was stocked with Carp in 1972 by Ray Stone. The stocking consisted of a dozen Carp in 
a bucket on the handlebars of his motorbike. These fish matured and became sought after fish 
and grew to over 40 pounds mainly due to the low stocking densityέ.  
In 2012, a number of Carp were discovered dead, half eaten by otters, Carp are rarely caught at 
Cole Mere and the population is suspected of being very low due to predation of spawn by eels. 
The detrimental effects of increased turbidity as a result of Carp is not considered at present to be 
of significance. On-going population monitoring is required.  

 
3.2.4.11 Mammals 

Over 15 species have been recorded including the Otter, Black Mink and Badger. Otter and 
Badger are Schedule 5 species and are protected by law.  

 
Otters  
Otters have been regularly seen using the site by anglers, there is evidence of otters taking carp 
from the mere (much to the annoyance of anglers). A female with cubs has been noted 2 years 
running using the beach area in front of Yell Field, the bay with the large colony of least water lily 
and the garden of the sailing club. Otters are a UK and Shropshire BAP species and are protected 
throughout Europe and by international laws. Conservation status - Protected in the UK under the 
Wildlife and Countryside Act, 1981. Priority Species under the UK Post-2010 Biodiversity 
Framework. European Protected Species under Annex IV of the European Habitats Directive. 
Listed as Near Threatened on the global IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. 
It is against the law to: 
ωŎŀǇǘǳǊŜΣ ƪƛƭƭΣ ŘƛǎǘǳǊō ƻǊ ƛƴƧǳǊŜ ƻǘǘŜǊǎ όƻƴ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻǊ by not taking enough care) 
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ωŘŀƳŀƎŜ ƻǊ destroy a breeding or resting place (deliberately or by not taking enough care) 
ωƻōǎǘǊǳŎǘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊƛƴƎ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ όŘŜƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ƻǊ ōȅ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ŎŀǊŜύ 
ωǇƻǎǎŜǎǎΣ ǎŜƭƭΣ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻǊ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘ ƭƛve or dead otters, or parts of otters. 
Penalties include an unlimited fine and up to 6 months in prison. 
 
In 2006 two otter holts were constructed adjacent to the mere within the alder carr of Cpt.6a. 
These are being used by otters (and also black mink) as revealed by a camera trap sited adjacent 
to the holts. It is therefore essential that when undertaking tree clearance work as suggested in 
the prescriptions list for Feature 1, under Section 7.1.6 that appropriate measures are put in place 
to comply with the above legislation.  
It is recommended that surveys are carried out to look at how they are using the site and to look 
at what may be done to benefit the species.  
Any management carried out on site will need to consider the relevant legislation relating to 
otters and to ensure that it is not detrimental to the species. 
 
There is a large badger set in Boathouse Wood, now believed to be abandoned. 
 
Bat roosts in mature trees are suspected but not confirmed. 

 
3.2.4.12 Birds 

Over 140 species are listed on the Shropshire Ornithological Society database for records between 
1992 and 2004.  Some of the species listed are casual visitors or vagrants for which the site is not 
considered key.  
Birds of particular conservation interest which are considered possible or probable breeders on 
site are listed in the table below along with the date of the last record and status. 

 

Species Date of last 
record 

Status 

Blackbird 2002 Shropshire BAP 

Bullfinch 2002 Red list (BDp) * 
UK BAP Priority species 
Shropshire BAP Species of Conservation Concern 

Buzzard 2002 Shropshire BAP Species of Conservation Concern 

Curlew 2003 Shropshire BAP Species of Conservation Concern 

Marsh tit 2002 Red list (BDp) 
Shropshire BAP Species of Conservation Concern 

Reed Bunting 2000 Red list (BDp) 
Shropshire BAP Species of Conservation Concern 

Song thrush 2004 Red list (BDp) 
UK BAP Priority species 
Shropshire BAP Species of Conservation Concern 

Spotted 
flycatcher 

2001 Red list (BDp) 
UK BAP Priority species 
Shropshire BAP Species of Conservation Concern 

Starling 2000 Red list (BDp) 

Tree sparrow 1999 Red list (BDp) 
UK BAP Priority species 
Shropshire BAP Species of Conservation Concern 

Whitethroat 1992 Shropshire BAP Species of Conservation Concern 

Willow tit 2001 Red list (BDp) 
Shropshire BAP Species of Conservation Concern  
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Yellowhammer 2002 Red list (BDp) 
Shropshire BAP Species of Conservation Concern 

Lesser spotted 
woodpecker 

2006 Red list (BDp) 
Species of Conservation Concern 

Cuckoo 2007 Amber list 

Kingfisher 2006 Amber list 

Goldcrest  2006 Amber list 

 
A stonechat was sighted in 2018 

 
* Red list BDp: Rapid (more or equal to50%) decline in UK breeding population in the 25 years 
prior to 2002. 

 
Amber list ς has declined by 25-49% over the last 25 years 

 
Although the site is well used by wintering waterbirds, a summary of the counts for the five years 
1998-2003 suggest the site does not approach national significance for autumn or wintering 
numbers of any of these birds. 
Yell field is well known for over-wintering Jack Snipe 

 
Canada geese and black-headed gulls have been considered to be potential problem species at the 
site (see section 5.3 below). 

 
Under the Ψ9ƭƭŜǎƳŜǊŜ aŜǊŜǎΩΣ /ƻƭŜƳŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜǎ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ²ŜǘƭŀƴŘ .ƛǊŘ {ǳǊǾŜȅ Ŏƻǳƴǘǎ 
(WeBS) from September to March. 
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4. CULTURAL INFORMATION 
 
4.1 Archaeology/Heritage 

 
Boathouse  Construction of the Boathouse, on the south western shore of Cole Mere, was 
completed in 1896.  Sold to Colemere Sailing Club in early 2007. 
Lime Kiln Structural remains of a 19th C. limekiln are located at what are now two private 
residential properties, The Cabin and Waters Edge which lie to the NE of Little Mill Field and 
adjacent to the canal.  
Little Mill Cottage  A late 17th century thatched house, which is protected by Grade II Listing, 
lies adjacent to Little Mill Field and next to a small stream which drains into Cole Mere. 
Yell Bridge Also known as Bridge 54 across Llangollen Canal, which was completed around 1801. 
A canal bridge, circa 1797-1801, which is protected by Grade II Listing. 
Cropmark Enclosures  Site and Monuments Records for the immediate area reveal several 
cropmark circular enclosures dating from the bronze to iron ages.  
Enclosure 500m Wnw of Little Mill - A double ditched circular enclosure of probable Iron Age to 
Roman date. Excavated and dated by C14 to the Middle Iron Age. Environmental analysis near 
the site recorded a late Mesolithic-early Neolithic disturbance event and some of the earliest 
evidence for arable farming in Shropshire with the sustained presence of the pollen grains of 
barley, and also the past removal of upper peat layers. The latter was probably the result of 
peat cutting and / or the later building of the Llangollen Canal. 

 
4.2 Past land use prior to acquisition 
 

The 25inch map of 1874 
shows extensive reed beds 
along the northern and 
eastern shores of Cole 
Mere, approximating to 
5ha. It must be noted that 
map surveying techniques 
in the 19th C. cannot be 
literally interpreted. 
Vegetation/trees etc. were 
a "representation" of what 
appeared on the ground. 
With regards reedbeds, the 
bed had to be "extensive" 
for it to be reproduced in 
the final map image. With 
reference to the Ellesmere 
Parish Colemere Township 
Map dated 1839 common reed was harvested from the mere, suggesting extensive stands. In 
1962 eminent botanist C A Sinker described Cole Mere as a reed fringed mere. Local knowledge 
suggests the extensive reed beds were chemically destroyed in the late 20th C., but clearly after 
1962. Also, from the 1839 Township Map, the plantations of Boathouse and Yell Wood appear 
well established and Yell Field was probably a grazed pasture (by cattle but possibly also sheep) 
 
In 1965 much of the mature timber on site (especially Boathouse Wood) was felled and the 
areas replanted, mostly with conifers. 
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5.   COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 
5.1 Interpretation & Education 
 

There are two interpretation panels in the car park, together with another panel near Little Mill 
field concerning the least water lily. There is also a general information board near Yell Bridge. 
The site is featured in the ShropsƘƛǊŜΩǎ aŜǊŜǎ ϧ aƻǎǎŜǎ leaflet (SCC/EN) and in the Meres 
Meander leaflet. 
In terms of education the site is used by Shropshire Botanical Society, University groups 
(especially the University of Wolverhampton), the Field Studies Council at Preston Montford and 
occasional specialist groups such as Wrekin Volunteers who survey sites, specialising in insects. 

 
A dedicated webpage for Colemere Countryside Heritage Site ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ ƻƴ {ƘǊƻǇǎƘƛǊŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ 
Outdoor Partnerships Service website: 
http://www.shropshiresgreatoutdoors.co.uk/site/colemere-countryside-heritage-site/ 

 
5.2 Amenity Use 

A popular site for walking and bird watching, especially with the link to the Shropshire Union 
Canal and Ellesmere. The amenity grass area is well used for picnicking and informal games.  
Formal recreation includes sailing and angling. 
In recent years, as with all countryside sites managed by Shropshire Council, the number of 
visitors per year has risen steadily and this is beginning to have a detrimental effect upon the 
ecology and aesthetics of the site. A 2004 visitor survey revealed that most people enjoyed the 
peace, tranquility and wildlife on site but also revealed that at least half of visitors had a dog. 
The balance between recreation and conservation is becoming unsustainable and exacerbating 
the relationship between local residents and visitors.  

 
5.2.1 Dogs 

The number of dogs on site has risen dramatically in recent years with people turning up with 
several dogs, even packs of dogs have been observed released into the amenity grassland, 
adjacent to the car park and so onto Yell Field. Disturbance to wildlife, especially ground nesting 
birds and eutrophication, especially on Yell Field, due to dog faeces is considered highly 
damaging to species diversity as well as being very unpleasant. Aesthetically, barking dogs ruin 
the peace and tranquility of the site.     
Control measures are often met with indifference or hostility, despite a range of communication 
techniques being used.  
The controversial improvements to access in the mid 200лΩǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ hǇŜƴ !ŎŎŜǎǎ 
designation have contributed considerably to these negative impacts upon the site. 

 
5.2.2  Tourism 

The site is not actively promoted as a tourist venue.  It is marked on the OS Landranger maps as 
a Country Park (with parking and a picnic site) and is sign-posted from the A528. Enhancement 
of access to online information is resulting in greater visitor numbers, it is therefore important 
to ensure that online information is correct, thereby contributing to visitor number 
management. An example being, the site was downgraded from Country Park to Countryside 
Heritage Site with much fewer visitor facilities and capacity.  

 
5.3 Visitor numbers and Survey Results 

A break-beam visitor counter is located at Yell Field, although there are several entrances to the 
site the majority of people are believed to enter via the car park entrance onto Yell Field. 

 

http://www.shropshiresgreatoutdoors.co.uk/site/colemere-countryside-heritage-site/
http://www.shropshiresgreatoutdoors.co.uk/site/colemere-countryside-heritage-site/
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The table below shows visitor data recorded quarterly since 2012. Unfortunately, equipment 
failure has led to some data being lost. However, the general trend over the previous 7 years 
shows a steady annual increase of 20% from around 70,000 to 90,000 visitors. 

 

 
 

Visitor surveys were undertaken in 2004 and also 2014.  
 

A visitor survey was carried out at Cole Mere in 2004 with 23 responses. Key points: 

¶ 74% of respondents had a Shropshire postcode; 

¶ 52% and 26% listed walking the dog and walking respectively as the reason for the visit; 

¶ 69% were prompted to visit by previous knowledge of the site. 

In July 2014, a Habitats Regulation Assessments (HRA) visitor survey was undertaken to 
determine the potential impact of increased housing provision near Colemere. 
There is a strong body of evidence showing that increasing levels of housing and tourist 
development can result in negative impacts on protected sites, even when well outside of the 
boundary.  Research has made this link for heathland sites designated for their bird interest, as 
in the Dorset Heaths and the Thames Basin Heaths.  In the Midlands, similar research has also 
been undertaken at Cannock Chase SAC. 
This visitor survey was undertaken to provide evidence for the Habitats Regulation Assessments 
(HRA) for the Shropshire Site Allocation and Management of Development (SAMDev) Plan. The 
SAMDev HRA (July 2014) identified the need for more information on the likely impact of 
recreational pressure stemming from new residential and tourist development on European 
sites with public access. 
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The SAMDev HRA carried out a screening exercise on European sites to determine those which 
would be sensitive to recreational impacts and those in proximity to new development.  Two 
sites in these categories are managed by Shropshire Council ς Brown Moss and Cole Mere.  The 
need to determinŜ ǘƘŜ ΨŎŀǘŎƘƳŜƴǘ ŀǊŜŀΩ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜǎ ǿŀǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦied so as to identify which 
development locations would be likely to result in an increase in visitor numbers. 

 
Key points from the 2014 survey: 

 
- 24 visitors were interviewed as part of the survey. 
- 68% of visitors were drawn from within 5 miles of Cole Mere. 
- 21% of interviewees walked to Cole Mere, most visited by car. 
- Cole Mere ƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾƛǎƛǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƻǾŜǊ срΩǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ мл҈ ƻŦ /ƻƭŜ aŜǊŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊǎ ōŜƛƴƎ 

between 18 and 24.   
- 29% of visitors do so daily. 
- The maiƴ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ Ψǿŀƭƪ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎΩ ŀǘ 58% which is an increase on the 2004 

survey.  
- The car park at Cole Mere had an average of 9.5 cars with a range of 3 ς 28 cars.  The 

maximum capacity of the Cole Mere car park is 28, which was recorded on Sunday the 24th 
August 2014 (bank holiday weekend). 
 

Comparison between the 2004 and 2014 surveys shows many demographic similarities with the 
2014 survey reporting a steady increase in visitor numbers. Whilst the comparative percentage 
of people visiting the ǎƛǘŜ ǘƻ Ψǿŀƭƪ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎΩ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ǎƭƛƎƘtly, from 52% to 58% it is 
believed this does not represent the true picture of the impact dogs are having on the site as 
the number of people turning up with multiple dogs, sometimes packs of them, implies a much 
greater number of dogs on site in recent years. 

 
 
5.4 The local community / landowners 

As mentioned above, increased numbers of visitors over recent years has the potential to cause 
friction with the small local rural community, who are naturally protective of the site. But, the fact 
remains, this is a Shropshire Council public site, paid for by Shropshire tax payers. It is important 
ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŘŜƭƛŎŀǘŜ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǾƛǎƛǘƻǊ ƴǳƳōŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜȄŎŜŜŘ ǎƛǘŜ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ and become a 
burden to local residents.  

 
A good relationship with the local community is particularly important to ensure the long-term 
future of the site. Awareness of the conservation value of the site is crucial to engendering respect 
and understanding for the need to manage this internationally important site appropriately.  
Periodic contact with Welshampton & Lyneal Parish Council and the local Member contributes 
to effective communication with the local community. 
The site currently has 1 Volunteer Ranger who regularly helps with site monitoring and some 
management. 
Between 2017 and 2018 a considerable amƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ŀ ΨCǊƛŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ 
ColemeǊŜΩ ƎǊƻǳǇΣ ŘŜǊƛǾŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ 
limited success but was finally suspended through frustrations of communication and 
expectations. 
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6. MANAGEMENT HISTORY 

 
Shropshire Council purchased the site in 1972. As part of the original adaptation of the site a 
Country Park, extensive works were completed duǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мфтлΩǎΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ included the formation of 
car park and picnic areas, provision of toilets, adaptation of farm buildings (Crab Mill Farm and 
Storage Sheds) to workshop and store, general footpath clearance, construction of ridge footpath 
(between Crab Mill Farm and Boathouse Wood), tree planting, water supply to Little Mill. 

 
An outline of significant past management events are shown below. 

 
6.1 Yell Wood 

¶ 1839 ς plantation established by this date 

¶ 1978 ς 86 - Footpath improvements 

¶ 1989 ς present. A continuous programme of rhododendron removal in Yell Wood. The last 4 years 
has seen the virtual eradication of Rhododendron ponticum from site. 

¶ 2003 ς 05 - sycamore control in alder dominated areas of Yell Wood 

¶ 2017  - removal of 170m x 5m strip of mereside woodland along Bay 3.  
 
6.2 Boathouse Wood 

¶ Tree planting in 1965 and 1983 

¶ 1983 - removal of mainly sycamore ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇƭŀŎƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ōŜŜŎƘΣ ƻŀƪΣ {ŎƻǘΩǎ ǇƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ larch 
in small section of south-eastern end of Boathouse Wood. 

¶ 1988 - clearance of approx. half an acre of rhododendron in Boathouse Wood 

¶ 1989 - removal of poplar as part of a scheme to improve the ecological interest of Boathouse 
Wood. 

¶ 1990/91 - continued removal of exotic species, mainly sycamore and conifers, from Boathouse 
Wood, and replanting with native species. 

¶ 2003 ς 07 - trees, scrub and tall vegetation overhanging/shading the mere edge removed, location 
not indicated. 

 
6.3 Yell Field 

¶ Yell, Little Mill Fields grazed - subject to a Countryside Stewardship agreement 1991-2001 & 2001 
ς 2011 (now Higher Level Stewardship) 

¶ 2017.  Capital works included fencing, hedge planting and water supplies. 

¶ Boardwalk installed along part of mereside at the north-western end of Yell Field (2004/5). 
2005 & 2017 Mereside shrubs (mainly alder) removed. 

 
6.4 Little Mill Field 

¶ A 19th C. limekiln lay adjacent to the north eastern boundary of Little Mill Field which likely had 
impacts upon pH and consequently influenced nearby flora.  

¶ Little Mill Fields was grazed subject to countryside stewardship agreements 1991-2001 & 2001 ς 
2011. 

¶ In recent years the site has been cleared of encroaching scrub (2012) with an annual meadow cut 
and collect in late summer. 

 
6.5 General 

¶ Angling allowed under license from parts of the bank side 

¶ Cole Mere was stocked with a dozen Carp in 1972 by Ray Stone. 

¶ Ditch clearance and coppicing (1993). 

¶ Hedges have been layed along Crab Mill fields 2004-2007 
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¶ Hedges planted on Crab Mill and Yell Fields c.1999 

¶ Bridleway created across Crab Mill fields (1996?). This path is now a footpath due to problems 
with gates being left open and stock escaping 

 
6.6 Infrastructure 

¶ Construction of car park and picnic area (1975).  

¶ Provision of footpath through Yell Wood to link with canal towpath (1975).  

¶ Provision of toilet block (1975/6) (removed after vandalised in 2003). 

¶ Sailing club car park moved (1976).  

¶ High level footpath on ridge above Boathouse Wood created (1977).  

¶ Waymarking of circular walk around site (1978/9).  

¶ Car park extended and surfaced with chemically inert stone (1985). 

¶ Steps were installed from Yell Wood upto the canal (2002) 

¶ Boardwalk put in across part of Yell Field 2004/5 
 
6.7 Past interest 

The site has been known to support the Nationally Scarce least water-lily since at least 1854.   
Colemere was first designated SSSI in 1963 (re-notified in 1984). 

 



Colemere Countrysid e Heritage Site Management Plan 2020 ï 2025  

 32 

 

7. MANAGEMENT AIMS & OBJECTIVES 
 
7.1  FEATURE 1 ς Least Water Lily (Nuphar pumila), Open Standing Water and Emergent Fringe 

Vegetation 
 
7.1.1   Description 

 
NVC Classification - A8 Nuphar lutea community.  

The open water of the mere extends to approximately 27ha, 11.5m maximum depth and 
encompasses all of Compartment 1 in this plan. A full description of this compartment can be 
found in Section 2.1 above. Cole Mere supports the nationally scarce Least water-lily (Nuphar 
pumila) as covered in and other notable aquatic plants invertebrate communities. 

 
In terms of management aims and objectives, Feature 1 is primarily influenced by the following 
factors of:  
 
Eutrophication and general water quality  
With the mere being fed by 4 inflows from 4 catchment areas, together with the constant 
presence of the canal to the north and east of the site, the danger of undesirable nutrients, 
pollution and invasive species is constant.  
aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ aŜǊŜΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ŘŜǊƛǾŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǿater. This is vulnerable to local 
abstractions. There is also a spillway which feeds water from the canal. There is an 
outflow at the SE corner but this can also act as an inflow. There were 2 groundwater 
abstractions within 1km. These were small amounts and from the sand and gravel. It is 
noted the EA data suggests there are no local groundwater abstractions at present. 
There are significant increases in phosphorous and ammonia concentrations in winter. This is 
thought to be due to an internal release from sediments which are likely to be a significant source 
of nutrients. There is potential for enrichment from the catchment and the flock of geese resident 
at the Mere. ΨPreliminary Assessment of Potential Water Quality Impacts, August 2015Ω 

Both the Black Coppice and the Llangollen Canal water supplies are likely to be of good 
quality. One other inflow stream, from the west, is also from a fairly well protected 
catchment. It is only the southern inflow stream that directly drains farmland, and that 
appears to be a fairly minor source of water. The absence of a highly eutrophicated surface 
water inflow is therefore quite possibly a key reason for the comparatively good state of 
preservation of this mere. 
 
Tree and scrub encroachment around the Mere edge, particularly near stands of Nuphar pumila. 
Tree and scrub encroachment along the mere edge is having a detrimental effect upon fringe 
vegetation because a hard edge to the mere has been created by tree roots which, in effect, 
stabilize the bank.  Shade and leaf litter from the trees eradicates any aquatic vegetation, and the 
wetland plants disappear from the landward side, leaving the margins ς which were previously the 
richest part of the site ς totally devoid of vegetation. 
The effect of under-management of the mere edge is to allow trees to grow up to the shore and 
overhang the shallow water around the margins. This is where most of the aquatic plants occur, 
including the Nuphar pumila. Once the margins become shaded, and the substrate becomes 
smothered in leaf litter, there is almost complete loss of aquatic plants, which in turn affects the 
water chemistry of the mere, because the plants absorb minerals from the water. 
Under entirely natural conditions, vegetation on the margin of the mere would be kept under 
control by periods of flooding, which drowns the trees. At other times, the reed-swamp is left 
exposed during droughts, which prevents it from becoming too dominant. 
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Recreational boating and angling which are dealt with under Feature 6 ς Access & Recreation. 
The balance between conservation & recreation is delicate at Colemere due to the sensitive 
nature of those features the site is designated for. Whilst boating has the potential to cause 
pollution and disturbance there is no evidence of such occurrence. Angling however is cause for 
concern, particularly with regards the conservation of least water lily which requires low turbidity 
to thrive. Unauthorized introductions of coy carp, (a favourite catch of fishermen) increases water 
turbidity due to the fact the carp are bottom feeders and so disturb sediment.   

 
Least Water Lily  
Least water lily could be described as the 
primary feature of the site, given the fact 
that it is a relict of the last ice age and has 
presumably been present at Cole Mere 
for the last 12,000 years. Additionally, it is 
the only site in England where this species 
can be found outside Scotland.  
 
άIt appears that N. pumila grows 
optimally in water up to 2 m deep; it is 
intolerant of shade (or the secondary 
effects of shade), probably cannot cope 
with heavy wave action and may be 
adversely affected by high 
turbidity. Taking these factors into 
account, there is only a very restricted 
area at Cole Mere where the 
habitat appears suitable for N. pumila and 
without a long-term strategy for 
management of the trees around 
the margin, the population in Cole Mere 
is unlikely to be self-sustaining or expand 
beyond the current 
subpopulationsέ. ΨDevelopment of a 
conservation plan for Least Water-Lily 
(Nuphar pumila) in England 
July 2017, a report to Natural England, R.V. Lansdown, Ardeola Environmental ServicesΩ 
See Appendix 9 ς Development of a Conservation Plan for Least Water Lily in England 2017. 
 
άMany of the meres have lost most or all of their aquatic macrophytes in recent years, and the 
water has become turbid and/or become blanketed with algae. Among the possible causes that 
have been suggested are eutrophication, climate change, shade and leaf litter from surrounding 
trees, fish stocking, bird populations, human activities and stabilisation of the water level. Many of 
these effects can work in concert, so it is difficult to know which are the most damaging in any 
particular situation.  
There is concern that hybridisation between N. pumila and N. lutea may lead to the eventual loss 
of the former as a distinct species at this site, but this is not itself a threat to the N. pumila. If the 
plant is thriving, it will not be supplanted by the hybrid; and hybridisation is not itself a negative 
factor for conservation ς it is merely a manifestation of evolutionary processes in actionέ.  A 
Botanical Survey of Cole Mere, Alex Lockton & Sarah Whild, Whild Associates Ecological 
Consultants 2005.  
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However, according to a study undertaken for Natural England by Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew in 
2017, hybridisation is unlikely to be a factor:  
 άIt is possible that sexual reproduction plays only a minor role in the survival and dispersal of N. 
pumila, most reproduction seems to be through movement of rhizome fragments and is therefore 
necessarily rarely long-rangeέ. Additionally, DNA analysis has shown there is no evidence of 
hybridisation between N. lutea and N. pumila in England or Scotland, on the basis of the samples 
included within the study. ΩAn assessment of seed viability, germination and vegetative 
propagation requirements for Nuphar pumila ς Royal Botanic Gardens ς KewΩ. 2017 
 
Selected historical records of N. pumila at Cole Mere which include information on abundance 
(from Lockton and Whild 2006) 
 

1970 Sinker, C.A. Two bays in north-east shore 
 

1979 M.J. Wigginton Three stands mapped (Wigginton 1980) 
 

1985 Walker, C. Large patch, SE end of Cole Mere. 
 

1987 M.J. Wigginton Three stands mapped (Wigginton 1989) 
 

1990 Walker, C. 
 

Four separate colonies, NE and SE shores of Colemere. At several 
stations NE shore, also near boathouse landing stage of SE shore. 

2001 
 

Hogarth, C. and 
Walker, C. 
 

Distribution of water plants is similar to that in previous surveys. A 
significant difference, however, is the apparent loss of the patch of 
Nuphar pumila that used to occur in the south-east corner of the 
mere. A few years ago this was quite big, and a good, easily 
accessible place to see the species. Its apparent loss may be a 
result of shading by the alders which occupy the margin at this 
point (Walker 2001) 

2003 Whild, S.J. 
 

Just one patch in a bay on the north-west side of the mere. It has 
disappeared from all its other locations. 
 

2005 Lockton, A.J. 
 

Three small patches close to the north shore of the mere, between 
SJ43433349 and SJ43393349 [these grid references frame the 
eastern of the two bays along the northern shore RVL] 
 

2006 Lockton, A.J. 
 

Thriving along the north shore in two places following clearance of 
rhododendrons overhanging the water. 
 

2011 Lockton, A.J. 
 

Two patches on the north shore, both expanding following tree 
clearance in 2005-2006 
 

2014 
 

Meres and mosses 
volunteers 
 

Patch 1 - Small area under willow, 2.5 x 1 m, approx 20m north 
east of patch 2; 
Patch 2 - larger area approx 20m from patch 1, 18.6 x 11 m, 
52.895909, -2.842667;  
Patch 3 - large patch west top end of lake, 28.4 x 13.20 m, 
52.895917, -2.84925293 
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The most effective tool for monitoring N. pumila at Cole Mere is aerial photography, it is likely that 
the most effective approach to this would drone photographic monitoring. (Note: A request for 
specific monitoring of the bays by Drone Rangers of Ludlow who currently provide annual aerial 
photographic monitoring was made in 2019 ready for the 2020 season). 
 
However, it has been pointed within the 2017 report to Natural England  ΨDevelopment of a 
conservation plan for Least Water-Lily (Nuphar pumila) in EnglandΩ  that caution is needed when 
assessing population using surface leaf area coverage,  this parameter may not actually bear any 
relation to the condition of the plants. For example, it may be that dense populations produce 
fewer leaves (thus reducing competition between different parts of the same plant) and sparse 
populations produce larger numbers of leaves so that as a population declines, the area occupied 
by floating leaves could remain the same or even increase although the latter seems unlikely. The 
only way to establish the relationship between the condition of the plant and the area occupied 
by floating leaves is to assess the number and extent of rhizomes. 
 
In terms of expanding the population of N. pumila within Cole Mere and neighbouring meres, the 
2017 report by Ardeola Environmental Services to NE, states;   It appears highly unlikely that N. 
pumila will (re)-colonise other meres naturally. Therefore, if additional populations are to be 
established in other meres, this will have to be achieved through an introduction programme. 
There is no merit in (re)-introducing N. pumila to other meres until bathymetric data are available 
to enable an assessment of the extent of potentially suitable habitat. It would also be unwise to 
start such a programme until long-term management of trees is initiated at each potential 
receptor site. 
It is possible that the population of N. pumila could be augmented at Cole Mere. However, until a 
much more extensive programme of tree clearance is initiated, there is little to be gained from 
planting clumps of N. pumila into the mere.  

 
7.1.2   Favourable Condition 

The mere at Cole Mere will be in favourable condition when: 

¶ The majority of the northern and eastern shores are clear of overhanging trees and shrubs to a 
width of at least 5m.  

¶ The population of least water lily is considered robust with an increase in stands and area. 

¶ The diversity and abundance of the aquatic plant communities are maintained / improved 

¶ Non-native species are absent or present at low frequency.  

¶ The mere is allowed to renaturalise and vary in height throughout the year by about 1m. 

¶ The water quality of the mere is maintained / improved 

¶ The water quality of all surface inflows are maintained or where possible improved. 

¶ Recreational activities, boating and angling, are permitted to continue were the impact upon 
nature conservation is minimized. 

 
7.1.3 Objective 1: Restore the aquatic/emergent vegetation and aquatic invertebrate fauna in the 

open standing water habitat 
 
7.1.4 Current Status: 12/2019 ς Unfavourable, recovering 

Three out of the 4 stands of Least Water Lily are still present in Bays 2 and 4. The stand nearest to 
ǘƘŜ .ƻŀǘƘƻǳǎŜ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ƻōǎŜǊǾŜŘ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘ ƭƻǎǘΦ hǾŜǊƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘǊŜŜǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ 
dominate the majority of shoreline. Bay 3 trees were cleared back to 5m in 2017, specific 
monitoring for Least Water lily should determine the impact this work has had.  
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7.1.5 Rationale & Prescriptions 
The objective is to restore the flora (and fauna) associated with the open water habitat, 
Compartment 1, to a favourable condition.  
It is known that the abundance of aquatic macrophytes (including least water-lily) and emergent 
vegetation have declined in the last 50 years.   Likely reasons for this decline include: 

¶ shading of water margins (overhanging trees/shrubs and rhododendron) - although much of the 
lakeside has been wooded for many decades (ie: this factor is unlikely to have changed 
significantly in the past 50 years); 

¶ the physical effects of waterfowl, via eutrophication, trampling and grazing, especially Canada 
geese and black-headed gull which appear to have increased significantly in recent years. 

¶ Possible changes to the fish community.  The dynamics of the fish populations are unknown but 
Carp are present which, given they are bottom feeders, will increase turbidity and reduce vigour 
of least water lily as a result of reduction in submerged leaf efficiency. This is described in detail 
within ΨAn assessment of seed viability, germination and vegetative propagation requirements 
for Nuphar pumila ς Royal Botanic Gardens ς Kew. 2017Ω The population of Carp is considered 
very low and therefore does not, at present, pose a threat to Least Water Lily. 
The type of fish present can have a significant effect on the plant life of the mere.  Generally 
speaking, species (or life stages) of fish that eat zooplankton or are bottom feeders encourage 
algae (phytoplankton) dominance (rather that aquatic macrophyte dominance).  This is 
essentially because zooplankton feed on phytoplankton and bottom feeding fish uproot 
macrophytes and stir up nutrients which then encourages algal growth. 

 
Currently practical action is only being taken on the shading, this needs to be increased and is 
described below.  However, it is considered likely that Canada geese numbers and possibly 
changes to the fish community have significantly contributed to the decline in aquatic/emergent 
vegetation.  The role of waterfowl and fish needs to be established where practical and follow 
up action may be necessary in the future. 
 
Re-establishment of emergent vegetation could be facilitated by transplanting from sources on 
site. This would only be undertaken if the recipient mere had suitable habitat, shallow (less than 
2m) and free of overhanging waters-edge vegetation.  
 
Comments from locals over the years have suggested that large areas of reedbeds were 
destroyed about 40 years ago, possibly by chemical treatment. Maps kept by Natural England 
also show a decline over the same period.  
 
The mere is probably naturally rich in nutrients but there is clear potential for further 
enrichment from the surrounding catchment and inflows as well as via water birds (especially 
the large number of Canada geese and black-headed gulls). 
There is also a septic tank and soakaway adjacent to the mere which serves the Boathouse 
Sailing Club. 
 
The mere is subject to regular blooms of blue-green algae.  These are potentially toxic and users 
of the mere need to be alerted to the risk. 

 
7.1.6 Prescriptions List 

o Eradicate the majority of trees and shrubs along northern and eastern shores to a depth of at least 
5m into Yell Wood, retaining any significant trees identified for their habitat potential in terms of 
standing deadwood or as bat roosts. Occasional site-native shrubs and trees should also be left 
along the banks even where these overhang to provide small patches of shade which will add to 
the habitat diversity (both within and above the water). Consideration should be given to the 



Colemere Countrysid e Heritage Site Management Plan 2020 ï 2025  

 37 

 

requirements of the otters known to use the site and any work needs to be carried out with 
appropriate licenses. Ensure that otters are protected during this operation as detailed in Section 
3.2.4.11 ς Mammals, above. 

o Rhizome propagation into other suitable areas of Cole Mere, free of overhanging trees and scrub 
could be achieved by collecting displaced rhizomes (occasionally seen washed up on shores) and 
binding into hazel Ψsandwich cagesΩ which would be weighted to the mere-bed.   

o The current relationship with the canal and the potential for the canal to be periodically emptied 
into Cole Mere via the sluice adjacent to Yell Bridge and the slip way at the northern end of the 
site at inflow C needs to be looked at. What legal right does the Canal & Rivers Trust have to do 
this?  

 
7.1.7 Monitoring Arrangements 
× Initiate aerial photographic monitoring using drones to monitor stands of N. pumila in 2020. This is 

in addition to aerial photographic monitoring for the whole site which commenced in 2017. 
× Water quality. Ad-hoc testing of the water entering Cole Mere needs to be formalised to ensure a 
ǊƛƎƛŘ Řŀǘŀ ǎŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ Řŀǘŀ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ {ƘǊƻǇǎƘƛǊŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭΩǎ ǎƛǘŜ manager and Natural England. 

× Fish (especially coy carp) and wildfowl populations need periodic monitoring to determine their 
impact upon the ecology of the site.   

 
 

Further and extensive information on N. pumila can be found in two documents produced in 
2017: 

 
 Ω!ƴ ŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎŜŜŘ Ǿƛŀbility, germination and vegetative propagation requirements for 
Nuphar pumila ς Royal Botanic Gardens ς YŜǿΩ. 2017 

 
 ΨDevelopment of a conservation plan for Least Water-Lily (Nuphar pumila) in England 

July 2017, a report to Natural England, R.V. Lansdown, Ardeola Environmentaƭ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΩ. This 
document is attached as Appendix 9. 
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7.2  FEATURE 2 - Alder Carr (Wet Woodland) 
 
7.2.1  Description 

The alder carr on the mereside edge of Yell Wood (sub-compartment 6a) extends to 
approximately 1.3ha and has a canopy dominated by alder with a relatively rich field layer 
including Elongated Sedge Carex elongate, Greater Spearwort Ranunculus lingua.  
yellow-flag iris , common nettle, remote sedge, creeping jenny, blackcurrant and marsh 
marigold. National Vegetation Classification W5b community Alnus glutinosa-Carex paniculata 
woodland, Lysimachia vulgaris subcommunity.  This uncommon British habitat is subject of both 
UK and Shropshire HAPs and supports the nationally scarce Elongated Sedge Carex elongata.  
Historically, as can be seen from the 25έ 1874 Map shown in Section 4.2 above, the water table 
was higher and appears to extend further into Yell Wood than it currently does, particularly 
within Bay 1, nearest to Yell Field. The recorded demise of what must have been commercial 
reed-bed management as mentioned in 7.1.5 above has likely resulted in neglect and natural 
succession to high wood. 

 
 
Elongated Sedge  
Elongated Sedge C. elongata is a 
Nationally Scarce species with 
some 32 dots on the current British 
distribution map shown here.  
 
Shropshire is a stronghold for the 
species with six known sites in 
2005. 
The late Allan McGregor Stirling 
rediscovered Carex elongata in 
1956 as part of a survey for the first 
Atlas (Perring & Walters 1962). His 
site was actually the Llangollen 
Canal at Colemere Bridge 
(SJ438335), where half a dozen 
clumps occurred on the banks of 
the canal. This species has some 
association with decaying wood, 
and it presumably grew on the old 
wooden pilings. 
At the time, this was the only 
known site for C. elongata in the 
county, because there had been no 
published record for it at Cole Mere 
sincŜ [ŜƛƎƘǘƻƴΩǎ Cƭƻra in 1841. 
In 1979 Martin Wigginton led a 
team from the Nature Conservancy for the first thorough survey of the mere and refound the 
Carex elongata at Cole Mere and reported that there were seven plants present in the alder 
carr on the eastern shore. In 2004, about 100 tussocks of the elongated sedge were recorded 
with Cpt. 6a (around SJ43713332). 
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7.2.2  Favourable Condition 
This feature will be in favourable condition when: 

¶ the extent of wet woodland is maintained at a minimum of approx. 1.3ha. 

¶ the average canopy cover is at least 50%; 

¶ at least 80% of the cover of each of the canopy, shrub and field layers comprises site-native 
species; 

¶ deadwood is retained to encourage volumes exceeding 3 cubic m/ha (including both standing 
and lying deadwood); 

¶ more than 100 tussocks of the Nationally Scarce elongated sedge are present. 

¶ The height of Cole Mere is set permanently at the winter sluice level height. 
 
7.2.3  Objective 2: Bring wet woodland (alder dominated) supporting nationally scarce Elongated 

Sedge Carex elongata into favourable condition 
 
7.2.4  Current Status: 12/2019 - Unfavourable, recovering. 

The frequency of sycamore is currently greater than considered desirable.  However, control 
efforts are continuing. The density of trees along the shoreline within this compartment is 
considered too high and will likely result in drying out of the alder carr. 
In recent years the eradication of Rhododendron ponticum from the entire site has virtually 
been completed. The winter sluice at outflow A is closed during the months of January and 
February which raises the water table a couple of inches annually flooding the alder carr.  

 
7.2.5 Rationale & Prescriptions 

In order to improve conditions for the least water lily and to reduce transpiration as described 
in 7.1.5 and 7.1.6 above, a minΩ 5m strip of shoreline trees within Cpt 6a should be felled and 
treated to be permanently clear of trees. Occasional site-native shrubs and trees should also be 
left along the banks even where these overhang to provide small patches of shade which will 
add to the habitat diversity (both within and above the water).    
 
Control sycamore by cutting and chemical treatment of cut stumps and regrowth as well as 
ring-barking/herbicide treatment (with deadwood left standing). Management should be 
carried out in the non-bird breeding season only (ie: between September and February). A 
proportion of felled timber should be used to create habitat piles or left in situ. Sycamore no 
more than occasional i.e. 10% in any layer. 
 
Any remaining stands of Rhododendron should be eliminated from site with follow up 
chemical treatment until the site is free of this plant. 
 
Close liaison with Colemere Sailing Club over permanently raising the height of the Mere at 
winter sluice height is required in order for them to house their rescue boat, currently stored 
beneath Colemere Boathouse. It has been suggested that a shed be purchased to house the 
rescue boat and sited within the Sailing Club compound. 
 
Within Cpt6a an Otter Holt was constructed close to the mere edge in 2007. This is known to 
be used and should be left undisturbed during the 5m edge clearance of trees. 
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7.2.6 Prescriptions List 
o Clear mere edge trees along a 5 m wide strip via felling and treatment. Leave area around 

Otter Holt undisturbed. Consideration should be given to the requirements of the otters 
known to use the site and any work needs to be carried out with appropriate licenses. Ensure 
that otters are protected during this operation as detailed in Section 3.2.4.11 ς Mammals, 
above. 

o Control sycamore.  Control by cutting and chemical treatment of cut stumps and regrowth as 
well as ring-barking/herbicide treatment (with deadwood left standing).  

o Retain a proportion of felled timber as habitat piles providing these do not impact on areas of 
the elongated sedge. Brash should be removed from site or chipped as appropriate.  

o Negotiate with Colemere Sailing Club to permanently raise water level of Cole Mere. 
 
7.2.7 Monitoring Arrangements 
× Survey the extent of the wet woodland. 
× Estimate the average canopy cover every five years. 
× Estimate the abundance of deadwood every five years. 
× Estimate the proportion of non-site-native cover in the canopy, shrub and field layers every 

five years. 
× Count the tussocks of elongated sedge every two years. 
× Determine the frequency of otters using the site and whether they are breeding on site. 
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7.3  FEATURE 3 ς Unimproved neutral grassland and marshy grassland 
 
7.3.1  Description 
 

Yell Field 
Yell Field and Little Mill Field, approximate to 6.3ha, primarily comprise relatively species-rich, 
high quality, grassland/marshy grassland habitat.  
 
Yell Field (Cpt. 5) is classed as lowland meadow priority habitat (approx 5.6ha) supporting a 
mosaic of semi-improved and marshy grassland, categorized - MG5 Cynosurus cristatus-
Centaurea nigra lowland meadows. MG5 grasslands are species-rich ranging from around 12 to 
38 plant species in a 4 m2 quadrat with an average of around 23/species/4 m2 (Rodwell 1992). 
M23 Juncus effusus rush pasture in centre of Yell Field with past record by M.J.Wiggington of 
Tufted Apple Moss, Philonatis caespitose in 1979. The British Bryological Society failed to find in 
1991.  
 
Managed by mechanical cut and collect in late July/early August followed by aftermath grazing.  
The sward includes southern marsh orchids, common spotted orchids and hybrids between the 
two, meadow thistle, Lesser spearwort, Carnation sedge, sweet-vernal grass, meadow foxtail, 
common spike-rush, oval sedge, yellow-rattle, pignut and hairy sedge.  The marshy grassland is 
dominated by soft-rush and jointed-rush with occasional patches dominated by meadowsweet.  
Part of the permissive circular path crosses its western edge and a further desire line path 
follows the mereside where there is a boardwalk.  The field is within the SSSI and Ramsar Site 
and is subject to a Countryside Stewardship agreement. 
 
Meadow Thistle Cirsium dissectum occurs in Yell Field at (SJ 43673298 ),  its only known 
Shropshire location; (NB there is also an introduced population of meadow thistle at Venus Pool, 
created during a grassland regeneration project there) 
 
The species composition of Yell Field is of particular interest and is often visited by the 
Shropshire Botanical Group and Field Studies Council. 
 
Yell Field has suffered with increasing numbers of dog walkers in recent years believed to be a 
direct consequence of improved access under the CROW Act 2000 with path improvements 
being made between 2005 and 2009. Yell Field is closest to the car park and people arriving with 
dogs let them run free and many fail to pick up dog waste which is adding much nutrient to the 
soil. Attempts to educate visitors via varied notices leaflets and face to face conversations over 
several years have been met, on occasion, with aggression and indifference. 
 
The boardwalk across Yell Field was installed in 2 stages, with the furthest 70m section adjacent 
to Yell Wood installed first across the boggiest ground. This section is due to be replaced in late 
2019 with the remaining section repaired. Considerable debate has ensued over the years with 
regards the boardwalk which is believed to have contributed considerably to an increase in 
visitor numbers which is believed to be affecting the sites nature conservation value and a place 
for quiet recreation. Not all the route across Yell Field is via the boardwalk and it can become 
poached, especially in wet spells. Some open areas can be useful for plants to seed into and 
for basking areas for insects (e.g. Digger Wasp, Cerceris rybyensis observed in 2017) and 
reptiles. Additionally, the orchids benefit from some light poaching. 
 
Monitoring via aerial drone photography was commenced in 2017 and this will continue every 
couple of years to create a long term database. An example of the quality and resolution of 
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the stitched drone images can be seen in Appendix 8 ς Yell Field Aerial Photography (July 
2018) ς Macro monitoring of plant communities. 

 
Little Mill Field 
Little Mill Field (Cpt.7) is a small field (approx. 0.7ha) historically managed as a meadow, , 
categorized - MG5 Cynosurus cristatus-Centaurea nigra lowland meadows as for Yell Field. The 
sward includes sweet-vernal grass, meadow foxtail, common spike-rush, oval sedge and yellow-
rattle.    The mereside edge is fringed with trees (mainly alder).  Part of the permissive circular 
path crosses its eastern edge. The field is within the SSSI and Ramsar Site and subject to a 
Countryside Stewardship agreement (the same agreement as for C5 above). In 2017 an unusual 
sub-species of dandelion, Taraxacum agg. was discovered by a researcher from Kew Millenium 
Seed Project and seed was collected from site. 

 
7.3.2  Favourable Condition 

The feature will be in favourable condition when: 

¶ the extent of the semi-natural and marshy grassland habitat within the SSSI is approx. 6.3ha; 

¶ consistent annual hay meadow management is maintained, Cut, collect, aftermath grazing. 

¶ meadow thistle is present at or ŀōƻǾŜ ƛǘǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ όάŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ ǎǘŀƴŘέύΤ 

¶ the frequency and cover of bulky rush species is within acceptable limits; 

¶ Ragwort has been eradicated from the sward; 

¶ Dogs are kept on a lead during bird nesting season and all dog faeces is picked up and 
removed from site. The level of faeces can affect the plant communities and may carry a 
parasite (Neospora caninumύ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŎŀǳǎŜǎ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ǘƻ ŀōƻǊǘ ŦƻŜǘǳǎΩ.  

 
7.3.3  Objective 3: Maintain the unimproved neutral and marshy grassland 
 
7.3.4  Current Status: 12/2019 ς Unfavourable, improving 
 
7.3.5 Rationale & Prescriptions 

In order to maintain favourable conditions, it is necessary to continue with the current hay-
meadow management of cutting and baling in late July/ early August with winter aftermath 
grazing (current stocking rate of 10 Hereford cows on Yell Field).  Public access to Yell Field is 
significant and the perceived conflict between grazing animals and uncontrolled dogs can be 
of concern to graziers (although this hasnΩǘ ǇǊoved to be the case) and potential ground 
nesting birds. Under the Crow Act 2000 it is now possible to enforce ŀ ΨŘƻƎǎ ƻƴ ƭŜŀŘǎΩ ǇƻƭƛŎȅΦ 
See 5.2.1 Dogs, above. 
 
The boardwalk across Yell Field needs to be maintained to a useable standard and repairs 
undertaken as and when needed.  
 
Mere edge scrub, primarily alder along the shore needs to be periodically removed and 
treated to ensure shore is free from scrub. 

 
On Little Mill Field, due to itΩǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ ǎƛȊŜΣ grazing hasnΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŀƭ, the current 
management regime is to cut and collect and for arisings to be dumped against the northern 
boundary hedge to keep costs down. Ideally this hay should be bailed.  

 
7.3.6 Prescriptions List 

o Manage Yell Field (compartment C5) and Little Mill Field (compartment C7) by continuing with 
the current regime of cutting, collecting with aftermath grazing on Yell Field and with an 
annual hay cut and collect on Little Mill Field.  
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o Continue to work with local grazier to ensure cattle are brought onto site for aftermath 
grazing through winter months. 

o The shorelines of both Yell and Little Mill Fields need to be kept clear of alder trees with tree 
stumps treated. 

o Ragwort should be pulled each summer before flowering and the meadow cut in late July / 
early August. 

o Maintain the boardwalk which crosses Yell Field and continue to inform visitors that dogs 
need to be kept on a short lead during the bird breeding season. It may be necessary to 
consider a fence running alongside the boardwalk to restrict access onto Yell Field. 

o Vegetation around the entrance to Yell Field from the car park shows extensive stands of 
nettle, likely due to decades of dog faeces. Ideally this area, adjacent to the eastern end of the 
boat compound needs to be regularly cut and collected through the growing season to reduce 
nutrient levels. 

 
7.3.7 Monitoring Arrangements 
× The abundance of meadow thistle. Determine baseline in 2020 and monitor there-after every 

2 years. 
× The extent of shoreline scrub of primarily alder should be monitored annually. 
× The condition of the boardwalk should be monitored on at least a 3-monthly basis during 

quarterly site inspections undertaken by Rangers. 
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7.4  FEATURE 4 - Broadleaved woodland, scattered broadleaved trees (Yell Wood) and mixed 
plantation (Boathouse Wood) 

 
7.4.1  Description 
 

NVC Classification - W10 Quercus robur-Pteridium aquilinum-Rubus fruticosus woodland 
 
Yell Wood (Cpt. 6) 
Primarily broadleaved plantation (approx. 8.2ha) established by 1836, but with some mereside 
broadleaved semi-natural woodland carr (approx. 1.3ha, sub-compartment C6a). Although 
originally old plantation, it now has more of the structure of a broadleaved woodland and is 
likely to contribute significantly to the sƛǘŜΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ǾŀƭǳŜ - for example by 
supporting notable species of birds, plants (including bluebell), fungi and invertebrates.  Some of 
the scattered broadleaved trees are of a large size and of notable age. The plantation is mixed, 
with oak, beech, ash, silver birch, sycamore and Scots pine all locally frequent (including some 
large specimens of beech and oak).  The shrub layer includes yew, hazel, rowan and holly.  
Dense, extensive stands of Rhododendron ponticum have largely been eradicated through 
cutting, burning and stump treatment and the ground flora is responding positively. The field 
layer is often rather open with frequent bramble and male fern, patchy bracken and occasional 
wood sorrel and bluebell.  The Canal & Rivers Trust own the majority of the northern bank of Yell 
Wood leading up to the tow path, see map within section 1.19 Neighbouring landowners, above. 
Within this area, just to the south east of Yell Bridge, can be found a canal sluice, apparently 
enabling the canal to be released into the mere, potentially with devastating consequences for 
the ecology of the site. This is an unacceptable situation and negotiations with the Canals & 
Rivers Trust have been initiated. In 2018 a steady leak from this sluice was reported to C&RT 
after Japanese knotweed was seen for the first time nearby, presumably originating from canal 
water. This begs the question as to what else is leaching into the site from the canal.   
 
Boathouse Wood (Cpt. 2) 
Essentially mixed woodland (approx. 3.2ha) with many of the trees dating from plantings 
undertaken in 1965 and 1983.  Made up of approximately 40% conifers and 60% broadleaved 
trees this wood has limited conservation value at present although it has potential for 
improvement towards semi-natural broadleaved woodland with appropriate management. 
Currently it supports species such as bluebells, wood anemone, various fungi and a large badger 
set (believed abandoned). The predominant species planted were poplar, beech, oak, Norway 
spruce, Douglas fir along ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŜǎǘŜǊƴ ƘŜƳƭƻŎƪΣ ƭŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ {ŎƻǘΩǎ ǇƛƴŜΦ  bŀǘǳǊŀƭ 
regeneration includes sycamore, birch, rowan, holly and hazel with alder at the mere edge.  The 
field layer is often sparse with scattered bramble, bluebell, wood sorrel, wood anemone and 
bracken.  There has been some removal of non-native species since 1989 and some waterside 
ŎƭŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǎƘŀŘƛƴƎ ǾŜƎŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ нлллΩǎΦ  A public footpath, Rights of way: 0216/52/1, 
follows the mere-side. 
 
There is a record for the notable comb-footed spider Theridion 
hemerobium, which appears to originate from Yell Wood 
although it is more likely from the adjacent canal. Its presence 
on site and the likely requirements of this species needs to be 
established. Theridion hemerobium, a comb-footed spider, 
RDB1, 2003, SJ4333. Previously considered very rare but has 
been found on numerous stretches of Midland canals by Nick 
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Law. Correspondence with the determiner of the 2лло ǊŜŎƻǊŘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ άTheridion hemerobium is 
certainly rare, although not apparently as rare as originally thought, in a forthcoming status 
ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛŘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ōŜ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŀ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ {ŎŀǊŎŜ ό{ŎŀǊŎŜ !ύ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅΦέ 
Investigations suggests that as this species is associated with canals the record may originate 
from the adjacent canal. 
 
Both these compartments as with the rest of the site are subject to our periodic 2-year tree 
inspection regime carried out by Shropshire CouncilsΩ Tree Team. Trees that are close to 
where people regularly walk are monitored by Tree Officers and informally, but more 
regularly, by Rangers. Tree reports must be acted upon within the timescales specified by the 
Tree Officer.  

 
7.4.2  Favourable Condition 

The feature will be in favourable condition when: 

¶ The current extent of the woodland is maintained; 

¶ The tree inspection regime is up to date and ongoing;  

¶ All Rhododendron ponticum is eliminated from site; 

¶ The presence and status of the comb footed spider is determined and appropriate management 
is initiated to conserve where appropriate; 

¶ the woodland is being managed to favour site-native tree/shrub species; 

¶ the cover of sycamore is not such that it suppresses site-native shrub and field layer species; 

¶ the mature scattered broadleaved trees and their deadwood are retained wherever this is 
considered safe; 

¶ Standing softwood within Boathouse wood is only occasional. 
 
7.4.3  Objective 4: Allow the woodland to develop through natural succession of native species and 

removal of non-native species. 
 
7.4.4  Current Status: 12/2019 - Unfavourable - recovering 

Rhododendron clearance is virtually complete and ground flora is responding positively.  
Sycamore and softwood thinning is yet to be undertaken in either wood. 

 
7.4.5 Rationale & Prescriptions 

Total elimination of Rhododendron ponticum is almost complete and will require the final 
stands to be cut and treated with previous stumps monitored and treated if needed. 
 
Sycamore is likely to increase at the expense of site-native tree species.  Consequently, light 
thinning and chemical treatment of stumps which targets this species would be beneficial.  
Sycamore thinning adjacent to the broadleaved semi-natural woodland (sub-compartment 
C6a) would contribute towards Objective 2 in section 7.2.3 above: Bring wet woodland (alder 
dominated) supporting nationally scarce Elongated Sedge Carex elongata into favourable 
condition. 
 
It is proposed that the mixed plantation (Boathouse Wood, Cpt.2) is managed primarily for 
nature conservation objectives.  Conversion of the mixed plantation to broadleaved plantation 
should be undertaken gradually, although some conifers could be retained for their aesthetic 
appeal.  The proportion of conifers should be reduced through periodic thinning. 
 
Deadwood is an integral and often substantial component of natural woodland. It provides 
wildlife habitat, maintains ecosystem health and influences geomorphological processes. In 
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the UK there are close to 5000 individual invertebrate and fungi species to be found living in or 
on dead wood volumes.  
Qualitatively, as much deadwood as possible should be left on site without detracting from 
the general aesthetics of the woodland or covering too much of the woodland floor to 
suppress native ground flora.  
Quantitively, the paper  ΨDeadwood in British forests: priorities and a strategyΩ {ΦWΦIƻŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ 
G.F.Peterken. 1998. Provides guidance. Their recommendation is a minimum average of 5 m3 
per hectare deadwood greater than 15 cm diameter over the whole woodland. 
 
Standing deadwood is particularly desirable as it provides unique and often rare habitat for a 
whole range of specialist species, many of these species are uncommon 
and even rare or Red Data listed and have biodiversity action plans associated with 
them.    
 
Mature trees should only be felled (or their deadwood removed) where there are over-riding 
public safety concerns. Where possible if a tree needs to be made safe due to health and 
safety concerns the tree should be monolithed to leave standing deadwood.  All felled timber 
should be left in situ. All brash should be chipped or neatly stacked into dense habitat piles. 
Burning should be avoided where possible. 
Whilst health and safety considerations are key, particular consideration should be given to 
the retention of all mature trees (and their deadwood) within the plantation and as scattered 
individuals elsewhere, especially where these occur away from paths. 
 
Age structure of a healthy woodland is diverse. It is often tempting to plant native trees into 
even age structured woodland but if natural regeneration isnΩt already doing this then it must 
be assumed some other factor is adversely affecting the woodland (such as heavy or 
unauthorised grazing) and this should be identified in the first instance. Biosecurity being a 
growing problem, consider ash dieback, together with the fact this is a SSSI and Ramsar site, 
any tree planting considered necessary should first be approved by Natural England. Age 
diversity can also be achieved through appropriate felling within the understory layer.   

 
7.4.6 Prescriptions List 

o Thin sycamore by felling and chemical treatment of cut stumps and regrowth as well as ring-
barking/herbicide treatment with deadwood left standing where considered safe. 

o Continued final control of the few remaining stands of rhododendron by cutting and chemical 
treatment of cut stumps and regrowth. 

o The presence and likely requirements of the notable comb-footed spider Theridion hemerobium 
needs to be established to ensure that management does not adversely affect this species. 

o Thin/group fell conifers with a view to gradual conversion to broadleaved plantation with a 
more semi-natural composition and structure.   

o Continue to eradicate any non-native invasive species found, Japanese knotweed has been 
discovered in recent years near to the Yell Bridge sluice.  

o Maintain site infrastructure, such as paths, in a useable state. 
 
7.4.7 Monitoring Arrangements 
× Monitor natural regeneration of site-native species present in any canopy gaps or areas cleared 

of Rhododendron and softwood in Boathouse Wood. 
× Monitor age structure of canopy. 
× Status of the comb-footed spider once confirmed present, and associated habitat. 
× Presence of invasive species, other than Rhododendron, such as Japanese knotweed. 
× Status of footpaths through Yell and Boathouse woods. 
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7.5  FEATURE 5 - Cpt.8- Crab Mill Field,  Semi-Improved Neutral Grassland 
 
7.5.1  Description 

A small field of 0.4ha, remnant of the Crab Mill fields which were sold off in 2012. These fields, 
to the west of Boathouse Wood provided an important buffer to the SSSI. Thankfully, current 
use of the fields doesnΩt appear to be posing a threat to Cole Mere. Monitoring is required. 
Crab Mill Field is primarily semi-improved grassland of a lower quality than within Yell or Little 
Mill Fields, but with potential for enhancement through appropriate management. This small 
field, known as Compartment 8 in this plan is managed as hay meadow with an annual cut and 
collect with arisings dumped on site in a corner. The hedge is cut on a three-year rotation, in 
February. 

 
7.5.2  Favourable Condition 

The feature will be in favourable condition when: 

¶ Species diversity within the grassland sward reflects low soil nutrient levels as a consequence 
of long term hay meadow management. 

¶ The 3 year rotational hedge cutting regime is established thereby providing food and shelter 
for bird life throughout the year.   

¶ Any undesirable species such as creeping thistle and ragwort are under control. 
 
7.5.3  Objective 5: To increase the conservation value of the Crab Mill Field. 
 
7.5.4  Current Status:  12/2019 Unfavourable, Improving 
 
7.5.5 Rationale & Prescriptions 

Due to its small size, grazing isnΩt considered practical, the current management regime is to 
cut and collect as a hay meadow in late July/  August and for arisings to be dumped against the 
northern boundary hedge to keep costs down. Ideally this hay should be bailed.  
Hedges should be mechanically cut every three years, ideally on a rotation so as to provide 
food stuffs and shelter for over-wintering birds. 
Invasive and undesirable species should be eliminated. 

 
7.5.6 Prescriptions List 

o Annual mechanical hay cut and collect during late July /August with arisings dumped on site or 
ideally baled and removed. 

o 3-year rotational mechanical cut of hedgerows in February. 
o Eliminate any non-native invasive species. 

 
7.5.7 Monitoring Arrangements 
× Monitor floral species diversity within sward. 
× Monitor rotational cut of hedgerows to ensure none are missed and become unmanageable. 
× Monitor for invasive species 
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7.6  FEATURE 6 - Access and Recreation 
 
7.6.1  Description 

As described in Section 5 above, a popular site for walking and bird watching, especially with 
the link to the Shropshire Union Canal and Ellesmere. Cole mere is the only mere offering a 
complete circular walk. The route passes through varied habitat along good footpaths and takes 
just over an hour to complete. 
 
The amenity grass area, adjacent to the car park, is well used for picnicking and informal 
games.  Formal recreation includes sailing and angling. 
In recent years, as with all countryside sites managed by Shropshire Council, the number of 
visitors per year has risen steadily and this is beginning to have a detrimental effect upon the 
ecology and aesthetics of the site. A 2004 visitor survey revealed that most people enjoyed the 
peace, tranquility and wildlife on site but also revealed that at least half of visitors had a dog. 
The balance between recreation and conservation is becoming unsustainable and 
exacerbating the relationship between local residents and visitors.  

 
Visitor counter data and the key findings of visitor surveys in 2004 and 2014 can be found in 
Section 5 above. the site is a popular destination with 68% of visitors from within a 5-mile radius 
of site, around a third of which visit daily.  
Least enjoyed appears to be areas of muddy ground and uncontrolled dogs. The number of dogs 
on site has risen dramatically in recent years with people turning up with several dogs, even 
packs of dogs have been observed released into the amenity grassland, adjacent to the car 
park and so onto Yell Field. Disturbance to wildlife, especially ground nesting birds and 
eutrophication, especially on Yell Field, due to dog faeces is considered highly damaging to 
species diversity as well as being very unpleasant. Aesthetically, barking dogs ruin the peace 
and tranquility of the site.     
Control measures are often met with indifference or hostility, despite a range of 
communication techniques being used. 
As visitor numbers continue to rise the site will suffer in terms of disturbance to wildlife as 
well as the aesthetic qualities of peace and quiet. Signage will play a part in encouraging 
people to respect the site and stick to the footpaths provided. Alternative countryside sites 
managed by Shropshire Council will be promoted, such as the Mere at Ellesmere via the 
Shropshiresgreatoutdoors website and regular public communication. Reducing visitor 
numbers by introducing a car park charge was investigated but found to be unpopular and 
technically challenging. 

 
Colemere contains a number of features which could be of particular value for interpretation 
and education: 

¶ the semi-natural habitats and associated species; 

¶ its glacial history; 

¶ it is easily accessible with some infrastructure. 
 
7.6.2  Favourable Condition 

The feature will be in favourable condition when: 

¶ visitors are able to enjoy a quality experience on the site; 

¶ At least 80% of visitors are aware of the conservation value of the site; 

¶ potential risks (health and safety) have been minimised; 

¶ appropriate signage is in place to ensure visitors are welcome and have sufficient information 
to enjoy their visit; 

¶ at least 75% of visitors take away the key interpretation messages; 
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¶ dog fouling and dog control is at an acceptable level; 

¶ the site is used by educational groups; 

¶ the car park, gates, paths, track and benches are maintained in a good condition; 

¶ as wide a variety of visitors as possible are able to enjoy the site; 

¶ the area of open grassland near the car park is available for informal recreation; 

¶ the site is available for licensed angling and sailing in a manner that does not conflict with the 
nature conservation value of the site; 

¶ visitors use Colemere Countryside Heritage Site as a gateway to the wider countryside; 
 
7.6.3  Objective 6: To optimize sustainable access and use of the site by visitors 
 
7.6.4  Current Status: 12/2019 - Unfavourable - stable 

The current status is considered unfavourable (but stable), primarily because some paths are 
regularly muddy (especially parts of Yell Field). Control of dog fouling is needed and better site 
orientation is required. 

 
7.6.5 Rationale & Prescriptions 

The car park, gates, information panels, furniture, paths and tracks need to be maintained in a 
condition appropriate to the site and usage.  Currently, some paths are wet and muddy for 
much of the year, especially parts of Yell Field (compartment C5).  However, if the paths were 
significantly improved in terms of surfacing, this may prove expensive and could detract from 
the natural appearance of the site and quality of visitors' experience.  A balance needs to be 
achieved where the current nature of the paths/track is retained, but the poorest areas are 
improved to a minimum acceptable standard. 
The surface of the car park could be improved, along with the surrounding post and rail fence. 
Regular litter picking by the site Ranger and volunteers is essential to maintaining the sites 
welcoming appearance. 
A further Disabled Access Audit should be carried out and appropriate recommendations 
carried out. 
Information boards at the car park should welcome visitors, outline the interest of the site and 
suggests walks.  Informal seating in the woodlands would allow restful appreciation of the 
scenery. 
The amenity grass cutting regime on the area next to the car park should be managed to 
ensure that the grass is maintained at an appropriate level to allow for informal recreation. 
There should be regular liaison with the angling and sailing clubs. 
Where appropriate the visitors and local communities should be given the opportunity to get 
involved with site management and maintenance. Events such as guided walks or hedgelaying 
would help inform the public aboǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǾŀƭǳŜΣ provide training in 
traditional crafts and offer health benefits associated with physical activity. 
It is important to maintain liaison with educational groups, such as the Field Studies Council 
and botanical interest groups. This should be a two-way communication which seeks to ensure 
that information on species and management regimes are exchanged. 
There should be a strategy to tackle dog control and fouling. 
Dog fouling and dogs which are not under control can cause problems across the site. The 
worst affected areas are the amenity grass areas, which may be used by people for informal 
recreation such as picnicking and ball games and Yell Field. Dog fouling on Yell Field can 
change the composition of plant species but could also contribute to aborted foetuses in 
cattle. A dog mess campaign, supported by the dog warden, would help to highlight problems 
and hopefully encourage more responsible dog ownership. Signage, asking people to keep 
their dogs on a lead during the nesting season, particularly across Yell Field has been installed. 
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7.6.6 Prescriptions List 
o Ensure access provision (gates, stiles) is in good condition.  
o Maintain paths around the site, particularly through Yell Wood and parts of Boathouse Wood. 
o Improve car park surfacing and surrounding fencing when appropriate. 
o Carry out regular litter picking 
o Informal seating in the woodlands would allow restful appreciation of the scenery. 
o Cut the area of amenity grassland regularly to ensure that the grass is maintained at an 

appropriate level to allow for informal recreation. 
o Liaison with other local interest groups, such as the Residents Association, would also help in 

informing the public about the value of carrying out management activities as well as 
encouraging feedback about areas of concern. 

o Where appropriate the visitors and local communities should be given the opportunity to get 
involved with site management and maintenance. Events such as guided walks or hedgelaying 
would help inform the public about thŜ ǎƛǘŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ Ǿŀlue, provide training in 
traditional crafts and offer health benefits associated with physical activity. 

o Maintain liaison with educational groups, such as the Field Studies Council and botanical 
interest groups. There should be a two-way communication which seeks to ensure that 
information on species and management regimes are exchanged. 

o Develop a strategy to deal with dog control and fouling. Where stands of Least Water Lily 
occur dogs will be restricted in accessing the mere by dead-hedging along the shore. This will 
be enhanced by installation of 1m high netting at the most sensitive areas.   

o Continue with 2 year formal tree inspection regime by Tree Team. Ensuring that timescales are 
adhered as per Tree Officer guidance. Additionally, informal tree monitoring will be 
undertaken by Rangers and site volunteers together with reports from the public. 

o Review Site Risk Assessment for Colemere annually. Working with Fire Brigade to ensure 
emergency vehicle access. 

o Inspect the condition of all site infrastructure annually (in addition to monthly checks) 
o Ranger to carry out site safety checks every two months. 

 
7.6.7 Monitoring Arrangements 

 
× Continue to collect data from visitor counters 
× The level of recreational use (angling/sailing) 
× Monitor level and type of recreational use, ensuring sailing club and angling club adhere to 

accepted licenses. 
× The condition of the infrastructure, paths and access points (stiles/gates) annuallyΩ 
× Carry out annual furniture survey 
× Monitor dog fouling and dogs off leads causing disturbance during nesting season. 
× Monitor condition of dead-hedges and fencing stopping access by dogs into the most sensitive 

areas for the least water lily. 
× Monitor the condition and extent of the car park. 
× Consider a visitor survey (every 5 years) to provide up to date information on visitor numbers, 

visitor profiles and the quality of their experience.  In the absence of a formal survey, liaise 
with local residents and other site users. 

× Numbers of educational groups using the site.
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Appendix 1 ς Rationale 
 

The effective management of Countryside Heritage Sites requires a framework within which the 
correct management decisions for the site and for the public can be taken.  This framework is provided 
by the site management plan.  Once a management plan has been agreed, it should provide the basis 
for all work carried out on the site.  It is the policy of Shropshire Council that every site should have 
such a plan. 
 
Site management plans will be expected to contribute to the achievement of {ƘǊƻǇǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ DǊŜŀǘ 
Outdoor 2018-28 Strategy which sets out the priorities for Outdoor Partnerships, working with 
relevant partner organisations. 
 
Our Vision 
By the end of 2028, people will be happier, healthier and more prosperous by being better connected 
ǘƻ {ƘǊƻǇǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ DǊŜŀǘ hǳǘŘƻƻrs through safe and cherished publically accessible outdoor assets. 
The quality and promotion of the recreational access, Country Parks and Heritage Sites will be 
inspiring people to be more involved, get more active and enjoy and celebrate our wonderful habitats 
and heritage. Communities will be happier and healthier as a result. Businesses will benefit from this 
increased activity and more visitors will be enjoying the outdoors. Biodiversity and climate change 
mitigation benefits will be maximised. 
In a time of reducing Government support, this will be achieved through increasing income, securing 
more external funding and working more closely with other departments and partner organisations. 
 
Core Principles 

¶ The provision of high-quality ecosystems, cultural heritage, assets and outdoor infrastructure 

underpins the community need for outdoor recreation 

¶ The involvement of local people in the provision of service will increase physical and mental 

wellbeing and community resilience 

¶ Provision of high-quality outdoor recreation assets will give many businesses the products on 

which to build the local economy 

¶ Joint working with relevant partners is the best way to deliver a range of outdoor recreation 

provision across the county 

¶ Well managed ecosystems benefit wildlife, the environment and help mitigate climate change 

¶ There is a legal requirement to manage land, along with the statutory duties regarding Rights 

of Way 

¶ Our natural and cultural heritage should be protected for future generations 

Aims 

¶ To encourage and support the involvement of communities and individuals in exploring, 

understanding, managing and conserving their local countryside and greenspaces. 

¶ To develop and promote opportunities for informal recreation and enjoyment of the 

countryside. 

¶ To enhance and conserve the landscape, wildlife and cultural heritage. 

Countryside Heritage Sites are managed both to protect and enhance their wildlife and heritage 
interest and to provide opportunities for learning and enjoyment to as wide a range of people as 
possible. ¢ƘŜ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǾƛŜǿǎ ƛǘǎ ǎƛǘŜǎ ŀǎ ΨƎŀǘŜǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅǎƛŘŜΩ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƘŜƳ 
and to use the sites as a base from which to explore the local area. Their acquisition will be governed 
bȅ ŀƴ ά!Ŏǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 5ƛǎǇƻǎŀƭ tƻƭƛŎȅέΦ  
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In drawing up the site management plan, sites will also be expected to contribute to the achievement 
of local priorities, for example though the following plans: 

¶ {ƘǊƻǇǎƘƛǊŜΩǎ DǊŜŀǘ Outdoor 2018-28 Strategy  

¶ Shropshire Cultural Strategy 2018 

¶ Shropshire Tourism Strategy 

¶ Shropshire Biodiversity Action Plan 

¶ Countryside Access Strategy 
The site management plan falls into three parts: 

 
Part 1 - The Description:  Collates together information on the site under standard headings that 
conveys to site managers an account of the site at the time the plan was completed.   
 
Part 2 - The Evaluation:   Provides an assessment of the importance of the various aspects of the site, 
and a resulting summary of the important features. 
 
Part 3 - The Management: Describes the Objectives, desired conditions of the features and the 
monitoring projects and prescriptions.  The projects and prescriptions form the action part of the plan.  
The project register lists the projects and how and when they will be carried out.  Proper management 
of the site requires monitoring and detailed record keeping linked to those projects listed within the 
plan.  The management planning cycle will normally be five years and at the end of this period, a major 
and critical review of the plan will be undertaken. 
 
Purpose of the Plan 

¶ To state the long term vision for the site. 

¶ To be a collation of all relevant information about the site. 

¶ To be a record of proposed management and development of the site which has been agreed 
by the key stakeholders. 

¶ To be an action plan detailing monitoring projects and management prescriptions for a 5-year 
period.  

¶ To be a record of work and surveys carried out during the period of the plan. 

¶ To be a consultation document. 
 
POLICY STATEMENTS & LEGAL OBLIGATIONS 
The governing policies which set the context for the ownership and management of Countryside 
Heritage Sites are the Corporate Mission and Aims of Shropshire Council and the Mission and Aims of 
the Outdoor Partnership Service.  These are stated in the Preface. 
 
The Policy Framework for the Future Development of the Countryside Service should also be referred 
to.  This document summarises the policies and documents which provide the framework for the 
current and future work of the countryside service, i.e: 
Government Rural White Paper 2000 
Shropshire County Council Corporate Plan 
Shropshire Cultural Strategy 
Sustainable Shropshire 2000 
Biodiversity Action Plan 
Shropshire Tourism Strategy 2003 
Shropshire Structure Plan 1996 
Health Strategy 2000 
Lifelong Learning Strategy 2002 
Local Transport Plan 2001 
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Other Relevant Documents: 
 
Countryside Service Development Plan, May 2003. 
Countryside Service Best Value Review Final Report, September 2004. 
Countryside Access Strategy for Shropshire, 2008  
Biodiversity Action Plan 
Meres and Mosses Strategy - English Nature 
Nitrate Vulnerable Zones - Environment Agency 
Commons Act 
North Shropshire Local Plan - policy D21, sites of conservation value 
Countryside Development Plan - community plan (improving the environment) 
Corporate Plan (access to the countryside) 
Cultural Strategy 
Draft Shropshire County Council terms and conditions for contracts - sustainability statement 
 
LEGAL OBLIGATIONS: 
 
The designation of Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) requires the authority to manage the site in 
an appropriate manner in order to maintain the interest for which it was designated. 
 
The Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000, under section 28(g), there is a legal obligation on the 
owners of SSSIs to manage the site towards favourable status.  
 
The Natural Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006, now imposes a duty on public 
bodies and statutory undertakers to ensure due regard to the conservation of biodiversity.  Section 40 
of the act states that: 
"Every public authority must, in exercising its functions, have regard, so far as is consistent with the 
proper exercise of those functions, to the purpose of conserving biodiversity." 
 
National Planning Policy for biodiversity and geological conservation (PPS9) has been revised with a 
greater emphasis on conserving, enhancing and restoring biodiversity through the planning system. 
Public bodies now muǎǘ άƘŀve regard to biodiversity in carrying ouǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎέΦ 
 
The Habitats Directive 1992 aims to protect the most seriously threatened habitats and species across 
Europe. Under this directiǾŜ .Ǌƻǿƴ aƻǎǎ ƛǎ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ŀ Ψ{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ !ǊŜŀ ƻŦ /ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴϥ (SAC). 
Annex IIa and IVa identify Floating Water-plantain and Great-crested Newts as protected species.  
 
Local Nature Reserve status recognises the site for its importance for nature conservation and 
education 
 
Ramsar status identifies the site as an area of Internationally Important Wetlands 
 
Under the Wildlife & Countryside Act, 1981, the Authority needs formal consent from Natural England 
in order to carry out any of Operations Likely to Damage the Special interest (previously Potentially 
Damaging Operations) listed in the SSSI notification, within the boundary of the SSSI.  
The act also offers protection to a number of species found on site. 
 
Under the Occupiers' Liability Act, 1957, the Authority has a common duty of care for the Health & 
Safety of the public. 
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Under the Health & Safety at Work Act, 1974, the Authority has a responsibility to ensure that 
employees, contractors and volunteers are not exposed to risks to their health and safety. 

 
Vision 
Colemere will be a site where scientifically important species and habitats are conserved.  
Visitors will be able to enjoy walking around the site through mixed broadleaved woodland, with trees 
and shrubs of different ages and open glades where herbs and young trees will grow. The woodland 
will sustain a variety of birds, mammals and insects and a variety of native wild plants such as wood 
anemone, bluebells and the elongated sedge. There will be walks across herb-rich meadows and 
pastoral fields buzzing with a host of butterflies, beetles and other insects.  
The mere will support significant stands of fringe and aquatic vegetation, including noteworthy stands 
of the least water lily, providing suitable habitat for nesting birds, fish and a host of aquatic insects, 
such as dragonflies and damselflies.  
Visitors will have the opportunity to explore and learn about the rich diversity of life which this site 
offers.  
All management will be sustainable and will aim to preserve the conservation value of the site for 
future generations. 
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Appendix 2 ς Site Boundary & Rights of Way Map 
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Appendix 3 ς Priority Habitat Map 
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Appendix 4 ς Cole Mere Bathymetric Map 
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Appendix 5 ς Colemere Angling Club Agreement Map 2019 
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Appendix 6 ς Surface Water Catchment, Inflow and Outflow Map 

 


