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Education, Health and Care Plans

• Number of active EHCPs and new EHCPs starting growing twice as fast as the national rate, with nearly half of new plans for 
children aged 5 to 10 and one third aged 11-15 and rising.

• Initial requests for assessments are falling whereas a rise seen nationally.

• Lower rate of initial requests being refused in Shropshire than nationally, but Shropshire’s refusal rate is rising.

• Number of EHCP assessments completed and plans issued increased by almost 4 fold between 2022 and 2024.

• Timeliness of issuing plans falling in Shropshire at a faster rate than nationally since pre-pandemic.
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• Educational attainment is 
much lower among children 
with SEN than those with 
without SEN.

• The percentage of children with 
SEN meeting the expected level 
of development declines as 
they progress through the 
education system.

• EHCP attainment rates lower 
than children with SEN 
support- gap closes as they get 
older.
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• Majority  of 16 to 17-year-olds with SEN were in education and training 
in 2025 at 93.4% EHCPs and 91% SEN Support. Above regional and 
national rates.

• Young people aged 16-17 with SEN (EHCP or SEN Support) in 
Shropshire have a higher rate of NEET or activity not known than those 
young people with no SEN. Same regionally and nationally. However 
Shropshire’s 2025 rate of NEETs/not known with SEN is half that of the 
national and regional rates.

• Rates of NEETs falling significantly in the last 2 years in Shropshire for 
young people (16-17 years) with SEN, and closer to the rate for all 
pupils or those without SEN. 

• Attainment at Level 2 lower among SEN pupils: Almost half (44%) of 
pupils who were in state-funded mainstream schools with EHCPs 
achieved Level 2 (equivalent to 5+ 9-4 at GCSE) by age 19 in 2022 to 
2023, lower than those with SEN support at 68% and those with no 
identified SEN (90%). 

• A level: Average Point Score per A level lower among SEN support  
population (29) than EHCPs (34) and no identified SEN (33) which had 
almost the same APS. 
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• Persistent absences higher as level of SEN need 
increases and as pupils get older: 
• In primary school rates were 32% for EHCPs, 

compared to SEN support (21%) and pupils 
without SEN (13%). 

• In secondary school this is 52% for EHCPs, 44% 
for SEN support and 34% for pupils without SEN.

• SEMH = most absences: Of all pupils with SEN who 
were absent, SEMH was the primary need that 
accounted for the highest percentage of absences at 
26.9. 

• Within primary need cohorts of pupils, Profound and 
Multiple Learning Difficulty show the highest cohort 
absence rate at 21.7% in Shropshire, followed by SEMH 
at 14.1% and autistic spectrum disorder (13.8%). 
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• Exclusion and suspension rates higher among SEN 
pupils compared to non SEN pupils in both primary and 
secondary schools. The disparity in rates widens in 
secondary school.

• Among the SEN population, secondary school exclusion 
and suspension rates higher compared to primary. 

• Exclusion rates higher particularly among those with 
EHCPs in primary schools vs SEN support, the opposite is 
true in secondary schools.

• Suspension rates higher among EHCP pupils vs SEN 
support in primary school, but the gap closes in secondary 
school between those with EHCPs and with SEN support 
where they have a more similar suspension rate.
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