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Issue 14 ° Summer 2024 

TREES Newsletter 
Together Reducing & Ending Exploitation in Shropshire 

Welcome to the Summer edition of the TREES Newsletter 2024 
 

This quarter the Local Authority has received a big increase in referrals regarding 
exploitation²roughly 30% in comparison to annual averages. 
 
We continue to see an increase in the number of children either absent or late in 
education compared to 2023 Ǫgures. This coincides with an increase in permanent 
exclusions and children subject to reduced timetables. This does raise concerns 
around the increasing risk to young people within the community if they are not in 
education.  
 
Part of our ongoing work will be looking at the number of NEET (Not in education, 
training or employment) children²as this remains a signiǪcant indicator towards the 
risks surrounding CE. 
 
We are pleased to launch the TREES webpage hosted within Children­s Services on 
Shropshire Council­s website. This is aimed at parents, professionals and external 
agencies, containing a huge amount of information and links for early 
preventative services. 
 
The exploitation consultation oǨered every Tuesday remain very 
popular amongst schools and professionals, evidencing the  
Importance of early help and multi-agency commitment. 

QUICK LINKS 

https://www.purpleleaf.org.uk/
https://www.westmercia.police.uk/ro/report/
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/information/professionals/child-exploitation/climb
https://westmerciayouthjustice.org.uk/
https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/media/24226/ce-in-shropshire-leaflet-for-local-communities.pdf
https://westmidlands.procedures.org.uk/local-content/4cjN/exploitation-tools-and-pathways/?b=
https://www.wmrsasc.org.uk/our-services/the-branch-project/
https://www.wearewithyou.org.uk/services/shropshire/
https://www.shropshiresafeguardingcommunitypartnership.co.uk/partnership-priority-areas/types-of-abuse/exploitation/
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Hot Spots of concern 
 

Recent referrals and intel have identiǪed the following areas of                         

concern. Disruption tactics will be considered as part of regular                     

multi-agency meetings, but if you hear about or witness anything                

concerning in these areas, please be alert and report any concerns              

as intel (please see Page 3 for more information on how to do this) 

 

Shrewsbury          

English bridge campus, Abbey Gardens, Port Hill and the Quarry, 

Ditherington, Lantern community centre, Harlescott and Monkmoor 

 

Other areas          

Pubs in Whitchurch, Prees, Malpas, Jubilee Park, Queensway Park, 

Broseley, Birch Meadow Broseley, Lakelands Schools Ellesmere and 

surrounding area, Drayton Meadows, Dale End Ironbridge, Whittington and 

Gobowen, parks in Oswestry (we need further reports from Oswestry and 

Market Drayton in particular)                                                                                             

Current patterns and emerging themes 
Update from Clare Jervis, CE & Missing Operational Lead 
 

During this quarter²total referrals received are 44% female and 56% male. This continues 
to be in line with other quarters, and we also note an increase in the amount of re-referrals 
we are receiving overall. This is positive as the CE process imbeds itself into practice. 
 
Online exploitation and harm remains a big issue. For example²a 17 year old female was 
identiǪed at risk of CSE (Child Sexual exploitation) via Snapchat. She shared that she had 
been added by four males on the app via quick add, then messaged them in order to make 
friends with them. In turn, three of the males have asked her to send explicit pictures. 
 
Overall we have noted an increase in CSE, with some children being exploited young as 12 
years old. Again, online grooming is being raised as a signiǪcant concern. However, there is 
an ongoing pattern we continue to see around victim blaming language used within risk 
assessments.  In this particular example, the language used could work in the defendant­s 
favour in Court. 
 
The Telegram app continues to remain a popular tool for exploiters and a method of 
accessing substances from local dealers. StaǨord Mason has put together a short 
infographic presentation available later in this Newsletter. 
 
We have noted more violence this month with limited information regarding whether this 
is linked to debt bondage and drug use²however this continues to be a factor in many 
referrals (purchasing as well as the distribution of illegal substances). The impact on mental 
health and behaviour which is aǨecting relationships with family members continues to be 
a huge factor for most of the young people. We also see the continuation of THC vapes and 
ketamine being used, along with cannabis and cocaine. 
 
Our team has revised our publicly available leaǬets for young people, communities and 
parents/carers which are available on the new website. We have also updated the CE 
directory which lists all of the services available to directly support families. 
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Reporting Intelligence 
 

 

There may be behaviour that you witness in communities that cause you to be concerned that unknown chil-

dren are being exploited, such as activity around associates, addresses or locations. 

If you have information about any anti-social or criminal activity or behaviour (even where you do not know 

who is at risk or of concern) which indicates that child exploitation may be occurring, please ensure you pass 

this information to West Mercia Police as soon as possible to enable them to prevent and detect crime (s115 

Crime and Disorder Act 1998). Please provide names if you are aware of them, and as much detail as possi-

ble²in particular children and young people who may already be known to children­s services or the police. 

 

The below methods can also be used for reporting concerns: 

¶ Where you think there is an immediate risk to a person or you witness a crime taking place, phone 999 

(or dial 55 if you are unable to talk).  

¶ Report under the ®Tell Us About¯ section on the West Mercia Police website or phone 101. 

¶ Anonymously to Crimestoppers online at https://crimestoppers-uk.org or by calling 0800 555111. 

¶ Children, their families and/or other members of the community may be worried about sharing                         

information about crime with the police, but you can encourage them to do so anonymously by                     

signposting them to Crimestoppers, or Fearless for young people - www.fearless.org 

¶ If you are a professional, please email the information directly to the Shropshire CE Team at: CE-

TeamShropshire@westmercia.police.uk (please note that this inbox is only monitored on  weekdays 

between 8am ± 4pm) or call the team on 01743 237413. 

 

Please note: Where you have child speciǪc information which suggests that a child is at risk of or  expe-

riencing harm as a result of exploitation, you must follow the Child Exploitation Pathway and pass in-

formation related to criminal activity or behaviour posing a risk to West Mercia Police. 

 
 

 

What is classed as intelligence? 
 

Both information and intelligence are welcome, here is a useful summary to describe each: 

 

Information: Something that is learned or provided about something or someone.  Information is deǪned as 

knowledge gained through experience or study; facts or knowledge provided or learned; knowledge of speciǪc 

and timely events or situations, news.  Information can relate to all forms of processed data and can include in-

telligence. 

 

Intelligence: The analytics (interpretation of meaningful patterns) of information gathered from many sources. 

This is information that has been compiled, analysed, and/or disseminated to anticipate, prevent, or monitor 

criminal activity. It is information that has been subject to a deǪned evaluation and risk assessment process in 

order to assist with police decision making. This is to supply robust, veriǪable information which can be evaluat-

ed, assessed for risk and then acted upon. 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/37/section/115/2018-11-02
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/37/section/115/2018-11-02
https://www.westmercia.police.uk/tua/tell-us-about/
https://crimestoppers-uk.org/
http://www.fearless.org
mailto:CETeamShropshire@westmercia.police.uk
mailto:CETeamShropshire@westmercia.police.uk
https://westmidlands.procedures.org.uk/local-content/4cjN/exploitation-tools-and-pathways/?b=Shropshire
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TREES now have a website! 
Our team are pleased to announce that we have launched a 

webpage where you can access all service and support 

needed to eǨectively safeguard Shropshire­s young people 

from exploitation. 

 

https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/childrens-social-care-and-

health/child-exploitation/ 

 

This is a new feature, so please get in touch if you Ǫnd 

broken links, feel something is missing or would like more 

information. 

https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/childrens-social-care-and-health/child-exploitation/
https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/childrens-social-care-and-health/child-exploitation/
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Exploitation News & Support  
Update by StaǨord Mason (Early Help Exploitation lead) 

 

LINK²Addressing CE appropriate language 

LINK² Vaping ± locality advice and action 

 

¶ Drop gangs & Dead Drops: A Modern Approach to Dealing & Selling 

This method of trading is gaining popularity through social media platforms. Dealers and sellers are now 
utilising "dead drops" to arrange transactions, where goods are left at a speciǪc location for the buyer 
to collect, eliminating the need for face-to-face meetings or postal services and reducing the risk of 
detection. By removing advertisements, sellers can maintain their anonymity and easily repost on a 
diǨerent account, then communicate with all their buyers through the new proǪle. For buyers, they can 
use their location to Ǫnd sellers nearby. In some cases, bulk vapes have been left for pickup and 
retrieved by young people in Shropshire. 

 

¶ Telegram app 

Telegram is a messaging app that has become hugely popular over that last few years. One area of 
concern as with Snapchat, WhatsApp and Instagram is the ease with which sellers can advertise vapes, 
drugs and other items for sale using the inbuilt encryption and location services. Telegram has become 
the marketplace of choice as previous providers come under greater scrutiny illegal markets move to 
new networks. 

Additional comments: It was discussed that another concern regarding Telegram is that it­s like Snapchat in 
the fact it uses disappearing messages, and the apps inform senders if someone screenshots their messages. 
Bots then use the information to target the person who took the screenshot and they­ll get invites to join 
random chats.  

 

National news & updates 

 

Warning issued over super-strength ecstasy pills ahead of Glastonbury festival (DrugWatch Forum) 

Report from the Guardian ahead of Glastonbury festival about the Loops testing of samples from amnesty bins 
at June's Parklife festival in Manchester. Basically says that out of 150 odd samples they tested, there seems to 
be less pills sold that contain no MDMA (2%), about 10% contained very strong doses (over 250mg MDMA) while 
three diǨerent pills contained over 300mg MDMA. This seems to go along with the reports from (the soon to be 
published) trend study conducted in Manchester. They are comparing these doses to 2021 the last time they 
tested because of all the Home Oǭce malarky over licenses the previous year. 

 

FREE Exploitation Training oǨers 

 

#LookCloser: Safeguarding Care Experienced Young People 
from Exploitation (16/09/2024) 

#LookCloser: Financial Exploitation (29/08/2024) 

Free online safety virtual workshop for parents  

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGCA8g2NlU/FDNK37FsZS5Cccv2wHM-DA/view?utm_content=DAGCA8g2NlU&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGFG0fnS4M/VBCT2TAl70OXC8sbjZhFhA/view?utm_content=DAGFG0fnS4M&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=editor
https://www.theguardian.com/music/article/2024/jun/25/warning-issued-over-super-strength-ecstasy-pills-ahead-of-glastonbury-festival-the-loop?
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/thechildrenssocietypreventionprogramme/1215110
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/thechildrenssocietypreventionprogramme/1215110
https://www.tickettailor.com/events/thechildrenssocietypreventionprogramme/1215112
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/free-online-safety-group-workshops/
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Ketamine Overview in Shropshire 
 

Here at With You YP Team Shropshire, we constantly monitor changes in our countyɄs drug trends. We are 
always gathering, monitoring and sharing information regarding new substances, changes to substances, 
prices and eϙects. One of the substances that we have been monitoring closely for some time now is 
Ketamine.  
 

The impact that Ketamine has on young people can be life changing. 
 

You may have heard of Ketamine being referred to as a ɃHorse TranquilizerɄ. Ketamine is an anaesthetic that 
can also have a dissociative eϙect. It is classiϚed as a Class B drug. It is usually a white, crystalline powder that 
is most commonly sniϙed. Traditionally the eϙects of sniϜng Ketamine last roughly an hour from start to 
Ϛnish, but I will talk more about this later on. 
 
The eϙects of Ketamine are quite wide ranging from initially feeling very sociable and in the mood to party, to 
then really slowing down. People under the inϛuence of Ketamine will typically begin to talk very slowly-like 
they are considering and delaying a response to your questions. They will struggle to take information in. They 
may slur their words. They will lack coordination and can experience ɃKet LegsɄ. Someone who is experiencing 
ɃKet LegsɄ will appear wobbly when walking as they will Ϛnd it diϜcult to move their legs and may be feeling 
numb. They may also feel nauseous. 
 
Ketamine users sometimes experience ɃK-holesɄ. A k-hole is comparable to an out of the body experience 
where the user will describe feeling like they are being lifted out of their bodies. This can be a very scary and 
unpleasant experience.  
 
In Shropshire there is a wide ranging cohort of young people using Ketamine. We are often told by clients that 
Ketamine is a very concerning issue in our county, especially in and around the Shrewsbury area. Our team has 
often compared it to Crack and Heroin due to its availability, moreish nature and aϙordability. 
 
Our team here at With You YP is vastly experienced, however we are learning new Ketamine information on a 
daily basis from our clients, who are happy to share it with us knowing that we are trying to raise awareness 
amongst people about this substance. 

By Ruth Hemmings 

Young Person's Substance Misuse Worker 

Exploitation Lead 
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Ketamine continued... 
 
Increasingly, we are seeing young people experiencing bladder problems caused directly from their Ketamine 
use. Clients frequently tell us that they are unable to hold their bladders and have an urgency to urinate. 
Passing urine can be an exceptionally painful experience often accompanied by sticky mucus, blood and tissue. 
Ironically, clients tell us that the only painkiller that is eϙective enough to manage their bladder symptoms is 
Ketamine. It is a catch 22. Alongside this, it is common for Ketamine users to experience painful ɃKet crampsɄ in 
their stomach and backs. 
 
Historically young people in Shrewsbury would travel over to Telford to purchase Ketamine. Until recently, 
Ketamine in Shrewsbury was £20 per gram and half the price in Telford at £10 per gram. It made Ϛnancial 
sense for clients to pool their money together and fund a train ticket to purchase substances for a group of 
young people. The price of Ketamine has reduced in Shrewsbury recently to £10 per gram but there are always 
deals to be had, for example, 12 grams for £80. Young clients in the Oswestry area will often travel to Wrexham 
to purchase Ketamine as in Oswestry it costs £20-25 per gram compared to the more aϙordable £10 per gram 
in Wrexham. At £10 per gram it is Ƀpocket money pricesɄ 
 
Ketamine users have also noted that whereas in the past the eϙects of Ketamine would traditionally last about 
an hour from the initial sniϜng to then feeling ɃsoberɄ again, more recently it is lasting about 3.5 hours. They 
have also noticed that it is much stronger, everything feels more distorted and they are disorientated, it is 
more ɃshardyɄ and therefore more painful to sniϙ, often causing nosebleeds. Interestingly, although our clients 
are usually careful about cleaning their noses, the Ketamine often makes its way back down the nostrils so is 
visible-if you care to look closely. 
 
Here at With You YP we have noticed some very alarming trends in the link between Ketamine, sexual assault 
and rape. This again mirrors the trends that we have witnessed in the past Crack trade of males raping females 
when they are under the inϛuence, then giving them Ketamine when they become distressed as a method of 
control via addiction. 
 
We also have experience of clients sustaining physical injury following accidents caused by having ɃKet LegsɄ, 
broken noses and teeth following falls, liver damage and teens being referred to Urology for their Ketamine 
related bladder issues. 
 
The eϙects of Ketamine on both the family and Ϛnances stretch far and wide. Not only are we seeing young 
people burdened with debt bondage and having to sell items precious to them to pay oϙ ɃticksɄ, but also the 
eϙects on their families where they can no longer cope with the stress of their child being controlled by the 
drug and how it controls the family dynamic. This has led to some clients no longer being able to reside in their 
family home. 
 
If you have any substance related concerns for a young person-up to the age of 19, then please contact us. 
DonɄt forget, if a young person is unsure if they want to engage in the service we can always oϙer a meet and 
greet to alleviate any concerns and talk through harm reduction advice. The service we oϙer is conϚdential and 
non judgmental. 
 
Referral is via a SMARTER. Clients are usually allocated on the same day and contacted within 24 hours. 
We also have great social media, if you fancy a nosey. You can Ϛnd us on Facebook and Instagram. 
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Community Support for Young People 
 

 

HAF holiday clubs | Shropshire 
Council  

 
 

 

 

 

https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/holiday-activities-and-food-programme-haf/haf-holiday-clubs/
https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/holiday-activities-and-food-programme-haf/haf-holiday-clubs/

