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Helping nature to recover
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Startedin 2018 in the villages of Norbury and Edgton. With WATCH \V/|»] Xeo)
small grants from the Shropshire Hills Conservation Fund,
wildflower plugs and seeds were bought to improve
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damaged verges and to extend verge restoration. Verges

were surveyed to establish what plants existed (base-line). Inspiration to take action:

Alongside this practical work, RSVP, began discussions with * RSVP restoration leading to the

Shropshire Council Highway Department about verge crzaion ooy linser ieasere

management and cutting regime to enhance the verges for T GOMREEIN 7 EIe il a1
wildlife. e Combined with field margins,

h itch [
Since then RSVP has helped to initiate 40+ verge projects in edges, ditches and roadside

Shropshire, gained national attention, facilitated
conferences, given presentations to many groups including
Town & Parish Councils and is at the table negotiating with e Longtermaimisto change the
Shropshire Council Highways department to change verge highways contract to cut,
management. collect and restore and reverse

verges these are essential
highways for nature

the poor management practice
that is leading to the
destruction of this potential
meadow habitat

e Top tip from Bushmoor
Verges Group...

< R R e T s M R “Planned verge activities
FRAMING a verge by cutting 1 metre strip helps J need to be flexible - creating
inform the public this verge isamanagedverge = a ‘depending on the weather

as well as a safety cut for sight lines. Activities Calendar’is a
f useful way to keep track of

the project plan and monitor

Ceads | progress over the year.”


https://middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk/verges-resources/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BJpejshEqG4

Restoring our vergesis helping to

build nature recovery networks ¥ # 'Nature Recovery

Z:OSS Lr.we cot;n:_y.liezd&mworeke.\bout \ ; Shropshire and
=hropshire and | elford & Wrekin ' H .
Local Nature Recovery Strategy. \/ 71 Telford & Wrekin

“Don’t underestimate the generosity and talent of
volunteers - over the last four years the capacity of
our volunteers to design and self-manage verge
activities continues to provide evidence of their
resourcefulness, tenacity and commitment to the
Project.” Coordinator, Bushmoor Verges Project

RSVP Impact

e RSVP featured as one of two national case studies in
RESTORING A GREEN BRITIAN - read here
Over 40 volunteer groups and demonstration verges
around Bishop’s Castle amounting to several kilometres of
your own verge project? restored verges around Shropshire.
Change in number / abundance of species — baseline
surveys completed for some sites + photographs and
intentional planting.
Number of volunteers engaged, RSVP board established

Thinking of starting up

For advice and support getin
touch with RSVP, email
shropsverge@gmail.com

& see short reports about with a constitution + many volunteer groups.

recent community verge Change in relationship with key players —relationship built
with Shropshire Highways managers and influencing any
new contracts to Cut, Collect & Restore.

Community engagement with volunteer groups & Town
and Parish councils.

projects at
e Edgton
e Ludiow

e St George's Primary . ' ~
School, Clun Process / mechanisms / signage developed - ability to

share learning and replicate around the county.
& visit the RSVP Facebook Growth of parish councils / local groups taking action
page & RSVP webpage through time.
Working collaboratively with Marches Meadow Group &
Middle Marches Community Land Trust — especially on
conferences.

other useful links:
e Shropshire Hills

Conservation Fund

e Marches Meadow
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Bushmoor Verge Group
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https://middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk/restoring-shropshire-road-verges/
mailto:shropsverge@gmail.com
https://www.shropshirehills-nl.org.uk/Documents/Shropshire%20Hills%20AONB%20Final%20Report%20EDGTON.pdf
https://middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/RSVP-Case-Studies-LUDLOW.pdf
https://middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/St-Georges-Primary-Academy-Clun.pdf
https://middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/St-Georges-Primary-Academy-Clun.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/ShropsVerge
https://www.facebook.com/ShropsVerge
https://middlemarchescommunitylandtrust.org.uk/restoring-shropshire-road-verges/
https://higginsonstrategy.com/nature-2030-releases-new-restoring-a-green-britain-report/
https://www.shropshirehills-nl.org.uk/help-to-look-after/shropshire-hills-landscape-trust/conservation-fund
https://www.shropshirehills-nl.org.uk/help-to-look-after/shropshire-hills-landscape-trust/conservation-fund
https://www.marchesmeadowgroup.com/
https://www.marchesmeadowgroup.com/
https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/environment/ecology-and-biodiversity/shropshire-and-telford-wrekin-local-nature-recovery-strategy/
https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/environment/ecology-and-biodiversity/shropshire-and-telford-wrekin-local-nature-recovery-strategy/
https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/environment/ecology-and-biodiversity/shropshire-and-telford-wrekin-local-nature-recovery-strategy/

