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Issue 17 ° Spring 2025 

TREES Newsletter 
Together Reducing & Ending Exploitation in Shropshire 

 Welcome to the Spring edition of the TREES Newsletter 2025 
 
Welcome to the latest edition of the TREES Newsletter. So much for April showers²
hope you­ve all appreciated the sunshine as much as we have the last couple months. 
 
There has been some signiǪcant change in the last quarter² CE/CSE prevention 
services previously oǨered by our partners at the Children­s Society (CLIMB & Branch) 
are now commissioned by Catch 22 and their STEPS programme. Further information can 
be found further in the newsletter.  
 
Referrals have increased on the whole into the Local Authority²however a review has 
identiǪed that overall in the last 3 years, referrals have increased 42% into triage. 
 
This will be due to a combination of better awareness of the pathway, wider 
understanding of exploitation (in particular online harm) and re-referrals and reviews 
being better managed. However, we remain ever vigilant to any emerging trends and will 
update as soon as we know. 
 
We­ve got a new, clearer, central email for referrals²
childexploitation@shropshire.gov.uk. Please make sure you use this one (the 
tree management team in the LA will be thankful¤) 
 
Look out for (another²sorry!) review of the CE Risk Assessment²
this has been adapted to include Catch 22, but also some new 
partners that have joined the venture of using the assessment 
as a single referral form for support. This enables a better 
service for young people and saves professional time. 

QUICK LINKS 

mailto:childexploitation@shropshire.gov.uk
https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/childrens-social-care-and-health/do-you-think-a-child-is-being-harmed-or-is-at-risk/
https://www.wearewithyou.org.uk/services/shropshire/
https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/childrens-social-care-and-health/child-exploitation/
https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/childrens-social-care-and-health/child-exploitation/
https://www.westmercia.police.uk/ro/report/
https://westmerciayouthjustice.org.uk/
https://www.shropshiresafeguardingcommunitypartnership.co.uk/partnership-priority-areas/types-of-abuse/exploitation/
https://westmids-shropshire.trixonline.co.uk/
https://www.catch-22.org.uk/find-services/steps/
https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/early-help
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/information/professionals/child-exploitation/steer-clear
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Hot Spots of concern 
 

Recent referrals and intel have identiǪed the following areas of                         

concern. Disruption tactics will be considered as part of regular                     

multi-agency meetings, but if you hear about or witness anything                

concerning in these areas, please be alert and report any concerns              

as intel (please see Page 3 for more information on how to do this) 

 

Shrewsbury          

Sundorne/Grange/Harlescott, Meole Brace, Bayston Hill, (Quarry²

although quiet at the moment, this always spikes during the summer), 

Ditherington, Monkmoor  

 

Other areas          

Crewe, Birch meadow Park in Broseley. Telford²Lightmoor. Wem, 

Jubilee Park, Whitchurch. FairǪeld's Estate, Nr Rugby Club²Market 

Drayton. Ellesmere, Cae Glas Park²Oswestry, Whittington  

Current patterns and emerging themes 
Update from Clare Jervis, CE & Missing Operational Lead 
 

During this quarter²total referrals received are 37% female and 63% male. Referrals have 
been exceptional during this period²for February, a shorter month, we received almost 
double what we normally have in one month! 52% of these referrals were young people 
who were unknown to the TREES team.  
 
Worryingly - the concerning rise in knife related incidents noted previously continue 
to be a concern, with preparations underway for further knife amnesty bins in 
Harlescott/Sundorne/Grange area as well as Market Drayton. Steer Clear are not 
seeing the concerns reǬected in referrals - so please use their service, further 
information is available later in the newsletter. 
 
We continue to see increased concerns around children who are NEET (Not in education, 
training or employment) as well as those who are home-educated. Indicators could also 
include consistent absences, being late or truancy, disengagement and refusal. Please see 
the strategies suggested in the previous Newsletter. 
 
There has been a rise in the number of referrals received of children with diagnosed 
disabilities this quarter (on average it­s 30% of the referrals we get). Snapchat, the chat app 
most popular amongst young people, is consistently noted in CE Risk Assessments as 
problematic, or indeed a tool to groom children by adults. 
 
Increasingly, the referrals we get are increasingly complex²with children having diverse 
needs requiring a multi-agency response. Peer on peer exploitation is now very common, as 
well as young people becoming involved in criminality, ASB and CE all together. 
 
There is NEW extensive training via Joint Training/Leap into Learning, provided by 
Shropshire Council­s training team, TREES and Early Help which is now available to 
professionals. Modules include Online Safety, the CE Pathway, Drug & Alcohol Use in young 
people.  
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There may be behaviour that you witness in communities that cause you to be concerned that 

unknown children are being exploited, such as activity around associates, addresses or locations. 

If you have information about any anti-social or criminal activity or behaviour (even where you do 

not know who is at risk or of concern) which indicates that child exploitation may be occurring, 

please ensure you pass this information to West Mercia Police as soon as possible to enable them 
to prevent and detect crime (s115 Crime and Disorder Act 1998). Please provide names if you are 

aware of them, and as much detail as possible²in particular children and young people who may 

already be known to children­s services or the police. 

 

The below methods can also be used for reporting concerns: 

¶ Where you think there is an immediate risk to a person or you witness a crime taking place, 

phone 999 (or dial 55 if you are unable to talk).  

¶ Report under the ®Tell Us About¯ section on the West Mercia Police website or phone 

101. 

¶ Anonymously to Crimestoppers online at https://crimestoppers-uk.org or by calling 0800 

555111. 

¶ Children, their families and/or other members of the community may be worried about 

sharing information about crime with the police, but you can encourage them to do so 

anonymously by signposting them to Crimestoppers, or Fearless for young people - 

www.fearless.org 

¶ If you are a professional, please email the information directly to the Shropshire CE Team at: 

CETeamShropshire@westmercia.police.uk (please note that this inbox is only monitored on  

weekdays between 8am ± 4pm) or call the team on 01743 237413. 

 

Please note: Where you have child speciǪc information which suggests that a child is at risk of 

or  experiencing harm as a result of exploitation, you must follow the Child Exploitation 

Pathway and pass information related to criminal activity or behaviour posing a risk to West 

Mercia Police. 

 
 

 

What is classed as intelligence? 
 

Both information and intelligence are welcome, here is a useful summary to describe each: 

Information: Something that is learned or provided about something or someone.  Information is 

deǪned as knowledge gained through experience or study; facts or knowledge provided or learned; 

knowledge of speciǪc and timely events or situations, news.  Information can relate to all forms of 

processed data and can include intelligence. 

Intelligence: The analytics (interpretation of meaningful patterns) of information gathered from 

many sources. This is information that has been compiled, analysed, and/or disseminated to anticipate, 

prevent, or monitor criminal activity. It is information that has been subject to a deǪned evaluation 

and risk assessment process in order to assist with police decision making. This is to supply robust, 

veriǪable information which can be evaluated, assessed for risk and then acted upon. 

Reporting Intelligence 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/37/section/115/2018-11-02
https://www.westmercia.police.uk/tua/tell-us-about/
https://crimestoppers-uk.org/
http://www.fearless.org
mailto:CETeamShropshire@westmercia.police.uk
https://westmidlands.procedures.org.uk/local-content/4cjN/exploitation-tools-and-pathways/?b=Shropshire
https://westmidlands.procedures.org.uk/local-content/4cjN/exploitation-tools-and-pathways/?b=Shropshire
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Police Update 

When completing a Child Exploitation Risk Assessment Tool and you identify 
that a child has engaged in sexual intercourse, or sexual activity, with another 
child / peer please ensure that this is reported to police via 101 or online 
reporting.   
 
It is an oǨence to have sex when you are under the age of 16, regardless of 
whether this is with consent.   
 
The age of consent to engage in any form of sexual activity is 16 years. 
 
The Sexual OǨences Act 2003 creates oǨences in relation to rape and sexual 
activity with children under 13 and children under 16.   
 
Please ensure that you report these matters to police and provide the 
reference number within your risk assessment.  Police and CPS do not seek to 
prosecute young people when they are or a similar age / no aggravating 
factors, however, the incidents still need to be recorded and the young 
people visited to explore the circumstances. 
 

- DS Jonathon Statham, Child Exploitation Team 

Shropshire Safeguarding Community 

Partnership update 

https://westmids-shropshire.trixonline.co.uk/  

Please note that the West Midlands Safeguarding Children 
Procedures moved to a new host site on 3rd March 2025. 

All safeguarding procedures, including copies of the Child 
Exploitation Risk Assessment, can be found at the following link: 

childexploitation@shropshire.gov.uk 

NEW²TREES Central Email 

https://westmids-shropshire.trixonline.co.uk/
https://westmids-shropshire.trixonline.co.uk/
mailto:childexploitation@shropshire.gov.uk
https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/childrens-social-care-and-health/child-exploitation/
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ÌŇƱƋƐĚøƺ £ďơŦąĤƋ ŭƚơŇ ƬǀƬĴ  
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