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TREES Newsletter 
Together Reducing & Ending Exploitation in Shropshire 

Issue 10 Ɍ Spring 2023 

...to the latest edition of the TREES newsletter.  

Overall, we have seen a signiϚcant increase in the number of referrals for Q4 2023 compared to 2022 
suggesting that the CE pathway is well understood and utilised particularly by schools who are our 
highest referrers.  We can see similar Ϛgures this quarter for the number of males and females who 
have been discussed within CE triage which continues to evidence that we are seeing more males 
than females; this seems to have been a consistent pattern for this quarter.   

This quarter we have noted a number of adverse childhood experiences (ACES) presenting as push 
factors within triage with many young people experiencing hidden harmɀhaving been exposed to 
parental mental health, substance misuse and domestic abuse. This is an are we will be closely 
examining to see if there are identiϚed links and learning that we can be sharing across with our partner agencies. 

To address localised concernsɀwe are hosting an event at Market Drayton Grove School 16/05/2023 4-7pm which further details 
can be found below in this newsletter. 

Clare Jervis, CE & Missing Operational Lead and Team Manager of the TREES Hub  

Try the new quick 
links to get the 
help you need! 

Welcome 

https://www.purpleleaf.org.uk/
https://westmerciayouthjustice.org.uk/
https://www.westmercia.police.uk/ro/report/
https://www.wmrsasc.org.uk/our-services/the-branch-project/
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/information/professionals/child-exploitation/climb
https://www.wearewithyou.org.uk/services/shropshire/
https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/media/24226/ce-in-shropshire-leaflet-for-local-communities.pdf
https://www.shropshiresafeguardingcommunitypartnership.co.uk/partnership-priority-areas/types-of-abuse/exploitation/
https://westmidlands.procedures.org.uk/local-content/4cjN/exploitation-tools-and-pathways/?b=
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Hot Spots of concern 
 

Recent referrals and intel have identiϚed the following areas of                         
concern. Disruption tactics will be considered as part of regular                     
multi-agency meetings, but if you hear about or witness anything                
concerning in these areas, please be alert and report any concerns              
as intel (please see Page 3 for more information on how to do this) 
 

¶ Shrewsbury                                                                                                    
Town Centre, Quarry, Lilleshall Lodge, Comet Drive, KFC and 
Darwin Centre, AlbertɄs Shed, The Square (town centre), Swimming 
pool car park, Harlescott and Sundorne (rivalry) 

 

¶ Other areas                                                                                                      
WilkosɄs Market Drayton, McDonalds Whitchurch, Jubilee Park 
Whitchurch, BP Garage Beatrice Street Oswestry, The Mere 
Ellesmere 

Current patterns and emerging themes 
Update from Clare Jervis, CE & Missing Operational Lead 
 

One of the most noticeable diϙerences this quarter compared to 2022 is the number of children who have 
been assessed as high risk 17% compared to 7% - this is likely linked to high number of young people whom we 
have identiϚed within the Ellesmere area who all linked to known/young adults of concern. The threat of 
violence is used as a way of coercing the young people to committing crime.  
 
Lot of intel is coming through (thank you!), as well as wider concerns in how we can provide enhanced 
intervention within the school. A trend noted is that a lot of young people are not necessarily out in the 
streetɀbut gathering within peopleɄs houses. Whilst much of the intelligence appears to be localised to 
Ellesmere ȿ we are beginning to pick up links between Ellesmere, Oswestry & Wrexham area, with concerns 
around some of our young people moving into a Ƀdual roleɄ of both perpetrator as well as victim.  
 
Additionally, we have also picked up links between Whitchurch, Shrewsbury and Market Drayton this 
quarterɀwith predominantly female perpetrators being identiϚed for not only Criminal exploitation 
concerns, but also sexual exploitation of children. A number of disruption options have been considered for 
these adults, including sexual risk orders.  
 
One of the key patterns we have seen this quarter are the links between exploitation and anti-social 
behaviour county wide, with more evidence of peer-on-peer harm, violence & intimidation being used. Young 
people are carrying around knives with some concerns regarding the threats to use acid. Information 
suggesting drug debt and bondage continue to raise concerns with that one of our high-risk young people has 
a cocaine price list & plan to ɃbashɄ it with baby teething powder ɀ adulterating the product and increasing 
proϚtability.  This seems to be an option that is being used as a way of paying back debt quickly.  
 
Online harm has remained an ongoing concern within triage this quarter for many of our young people; 
mainly females who share how they have felt pressured into sending naked photos of themselves online. 
Typically Snapchat and Omegle are usually the two ways young people have been targeted. Information 
suggests that photos have sometimes been shared for money in exchange for illicit drugs.  
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Reporting Intelligence 
 

There may be behaviour that you witness in communities that cause you to be concerned that unknown 
children are being exploited, such as activity around associates, addresses or locations. 

If you have information about any anti-social or criminal activity or behaviour (even where you do not 
know who is at risk or of concern) which indicates that child exploitation may be occurring, please ensure 
you pass this information to West Mercia Police as soon as possible to enable them to prevent and detect 
crime (s115 Crime and Disorder Act 1998). Please provide names if you are aware of them, and as much 
detail as possibleɀin particular children and young people who may already be known to childrenɄs ser-
vices or the police. 

 

The below methods can also be used for reporting concerns: 

¶ Where you think there is an immediate risk to a person or you witness a crime taking place, phone 
999 (or dial 55 if you are unable to talk).  

¶ Report under the ɇTell Us AboutɈ section on the West Mercia Police website or phone 101. 

¶ Anonymously to Crimestoppers online at https://crimestoppers-uk.org or by calling 0800 555111. 

¶ Children, their families and/or other members of the community may be worried about sharing                         
information about crime with the police, but you can encourage them to do so anonymously by                     
signposting them to Crimestoppers, or Fearless for young people - www.fearless.org 

¶ If you are a professional, please email the information directly to the Shropshire CE Team at: CE-
TeamShropshire@westmercia.police.uk (please note that this inbox is only monitored on  weekdays 
between 8am ȿ 4pm) or call the team on 01743 237413. 

 

Please note: Where you have child speciϚc information which suggests that a child is at risk of or  
experiencing harm as a result of exploitation, you must follow the Child Exploitation Pathway and 
pass information related to criminal activity or behaviour posing a risk to West Mercia Police. 
 

 

What is classed as intelligence? 
 

Both information and intelligence are welcome, here is a useful summary to describe each: 
 

Information: Something that is learned or provided about something or someone.  Information is deϼned as knowledge 
gained through experience or study; facts or knowledge provided or learned; knowledge of speciϼc and timely events or situ-
ations, news.  Information can relate to all forms of processed data and can include intelligence. 

Intelligence: The analytics (interpretation of meaningful patterns) of information gathered from many sources. This is in-
formation that has been compiled, analysed, and/or disseminated to anticipate, prevent, or monitor criminal activity. It is 
information that has been subject to a deϼned evaluation and risk assessment process in order to assist with police decision 
making. This is to supply robust, veriϼable information which can be evaluated, assessed for risk and then acted upon. 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/37/section/115/2018-11-02
https://www.westmercia.police.uk/tua/tell-us-about/
https://crimestoppers-uk.org/
http://www.fearless.org
mailto:CETeamShropshire@westmercia.police.uk
mailto:CETeamShropshire@westmercia.police.uk
https://westmidlands.procedures.org.uk/local-content/4cjN/exploitation-tools-and-pathways/?b=Shropshire
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Child Exploitation 
Awareness Event - 

Market Drayton 

This event is to raise awareness around exploitation to the local community, parents 
young people and residents. There are various agencies and services attending the 
event to raise awareness about their service and the support that can be oϙered to 

young people and their families who are impacted by exploitation.  

The police will also be in attendance to meet the local community and share how the 
community can raise any concerns in a safe and appropriate manner.  

We will also have a presentation from our Substance Misuse Advisor George Davies 
who will provide some information regarding substances young people are using, 

what these look like and what the impact is.  

This will be hosted at the  

Grove Secondary School, Market Drayton, TF9 1HF 

4pmɀ7pm, Tuesday 16th May 2023.  

The school are also providing refreshments. All welcomeɀwe hope to see you there! 
Spread the word to your colleagues and friends to show support around this ever 

growing issue.  

If you are a service who thinks they could contribute to this event and would like a 
table to raise awareness about your service then please contact Donna Richards from 

the TREES team at donna.richards@shropshire.gov.uk for more information.  

mailto:donna.richards@shropshire.gov.uk
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Staying green this spring 
Update from George Davies, Young PersonɄs Substance Misuse Advisor  

 
During this season ShropshireɄs localised substance misuse trends have been cannabis, vaping, 
alcohol, ketamine, cocaine, xanax, aerosols, as well as notably a number of YPs enquiring about 
psychedelic substances, such as 2C-B, LSD, Mushrooms and DMT. Plugging has also been noted during 
this period, as well as the normalisation of poly-drug use amongst young people. 

North Shropshire continues to bear the brunt of an inϛux of substance misuse. 

Psychedelics are something that are often revered amongst young people, not usually as starter 
substances but rather experimental or experienced useɀwith young people believing the reputation 
of a higher quality and drug-experience. With You report also report enquiries regarding these. 

You may have read in the news that there is incoming tighter guidance and legislation around 
Nitrous oxide (Noz, n2o, balloons, smart whips). This is currently under discussion although this 
seemingly comes from a ASB/littering angle, rather than harm reduction/psychoeducation. 

Cannabis continues to be very popular and a staple YPɄs substance misuse with maintained links into 
CCE. Over the last 20 years, one of the main components in cannabis, THC (Tetrahydrocannabinol ȿ the part 
of cannabis which gets users high, stoned, euphoric, spaced, can cause paranoia and psychosis if used 
enough) has exponentially taken over as the main active ingredient, overshadowing CBD (cannabidiol) 
which now conϽicted research showed it used to keep the worst eϙects of THC in check. This means for young 
people - the cannabis they access is much, much stronger than it historically was; and has been 
deliberately grown that way for proϚt. 

Cannabis is bought and sold in strains now, typically by the gram. This represents the variety of cannabis 
plants, usually a blend of sativa/indicaɀwhich can produce a mixture of alternative eϙects; higher highs, 
more ɃchillɄ, or a better quality smoke, or more psychoactive eϙects. ɃCalliɄ is usually expensive, better quality, 
whereby ɃshakeɄ is the leftovers and is generally considered poor quality and cheap. 

Poly and Hash has also been noted as much stronger forms and expensive strains being used at the 
moment, and even THC oil in a disposable vape has been noted. As with most things, young users report 
typically more expensive ȿ ɃbetterɄ cannabis. Increasingly novelty cannabis is becoming popular, with dyed 
buds featuring speckles of blue or purple.  

A pattern to note is an increase in the college population reporting dangerous levels of experimentation 
or consistent drug misuse with no previous intervention from substance misuse services. This population 
has seem reluctant to accessing services. The is also a normalisation of cocaine use, especially amongst 
market town users and young people. Very little harm education and harm reduction is being followed 
through with users not realising the impact of this substance on their bodies. 

Latest strains/slang young people have noted for cannabis are ɃAnimal minzɄ, ɃPlatinum jellyɄ, ɃJaϙa 
cookiesɄ, ɃPoly/hashɄ, ɃgreenɄ, ɃStardogɄ, ɃCalliɄ, ɃHazeɄ (lemon haze, purple haze) ɃGelatoɄ, ɃCookiesɄ, 
ɃWedding CakeɄ, ɃSkittlesɄ, Ƀsuper silverɄ, ɃMac 1Ʉ, Ƀkosher dogɄ, ɃruthlessɄ, ɃshakeɄ. 

Cocaine recent slang - ɃPetrolɄ. 
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Selling vapesɀthe voice of a young person  
With the increase of vaping amongst young people, a new and very lucrative 
market has emerged. These are the words of a young person. 

 

 

 

Xanax has been popular for a number of years and often isnɄt the chemical ɃAlprazolamɄ but usually something 
else. Often used in conjunction with other substances (poly drug use) it can produce sedative-like eϙects 
depending on dosage, method used and interaction with other substances. They typically look like a larger white 
ɃbarɄ tablet, often with XANAX printed on it. They produce similar eϙects to other strong benzodiazepines ȿ 
drowsy, ɃchilledɄ, slurred speech/vision when taken in quantity, can be very addictive. 

ɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀ-ɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀ- 

DMT (dimethyltryptamine) is a powerful psychedelic drug that belongs to the tryptamine family. It is found 
naturally in some plants and animals and can also be synthesized in a laboratory. DMT is most commonly 
known for its intense and short-lived eϙects when ingested through smoking, injecting, or inhaling. The eϙects 
usually last for 30-45 minutes, but the experience can feel like hours due to the profound alteration of 
perception and time. DMT is considered a Class A substance in the UK, meaning it is illegal to possess, use, or 
distribute it. It is a rare substance for young people to access let alone know about. 

ɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀ-ɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀɀ- 

2C-B (4-bromo-2,5-dimethoxyphenethylamine) is a synthetic psychedelic drug that is used for its 
hallucinogenic properties. The eϙects generally include visual and auditory hallucinations, changes in 
perception of time, heightened sensory awareness, euphoria, and sometimes even spiritual experiences. The 
drug is often described as having a "mild" psychedelic eϙect compared to other drugs such as LSD or 
psilocybin mushrooms. Orally in pill or powder form, and the eϙects can last for 4-6 hours. It is not considered 
to be physically addictive, but it can be psychologically addictive. Risks associated with 2C-B use, including 
anxiety, paranoia, and delusions. Sometimes sold as ɇpink cocaineɈ. It is a Class A in the UK. 
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Steer Clear 
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ItɄs important to check in 
about the mental health of 

those we care for.   

That includes you. 

Find out more at 
www.hubofhope.co.uk 
Mental health and wellbeing | Shropshire Council  


