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Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS):
A guide for secondary schools, colleges and post-16 education settings
Secondary schools and post-16 settings can help young people understand how local places are changing, how nature recovery decisions are made, and how evidence can be used to improve outcomes for people and wildlife. The Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS) provides a locally relevant context for KS3, GCSE and post-16 teaching, enrichment, fieldwork, careers learning and pupil-led action.
If your setting would like to explore how the LNRS could support teaching, enrichment or student-led projects, the LNRS Coordinator would be happy to have an informal conversation: lnrs@shropshire.gov.uk, 01743 252546.
What is the LNRS?
The LNRS is a long-term, county-wide strategy that identifies priorities for recovering and improving nature in Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin. It includes a local habitat map and helps partners, land managers, communities, planners, schools and colleges understand where action could make the biggest difference.
• It is place-based: it uses local habitats, species, rivers, towns, villages, farmland and green spaces as the starting point.
• It is evidence-led: it helps learners explore maps, data, field observations and different viewpoints.
• It is practical: it can support real projects such as biodiversity surveys, school-ground improvements, ponds, tree planting, meadows and community action.
• It is voluntary and supportive: it offers ideas and guidance rather than telling schools, communities or landowners what to do.
How secondary and post-16 settings can use the LNRS
Use local case studies instead of distant examples
• Link ecology, geography, climate resilience, land use and environmental decision-making to real places pupils know.
• Use local rivers, flood risk, farming, urban green space, species recovery, habitat connectivity or planning issues as discussion or enquiry topics.
• Help students see how national environmental issues play out in Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin.
Support fieldwork, data skills and independent enquiry
• Use the LNRS map and school grounds as starting points for fieldwork, GIS, sampling, surveys and data interpretation.
• Encourage students to collect baseline data and evaluate whether changes make a measurable difference over time.
• Provide local contexts for GCSE geography fieldwork, science investigations, A level geography Non-Exam Assessment-style thinking and extended project work.
Use school or college grounds as a living learning site
• Investigate how the site already supports nature and where it could do more.
• Explore practical actions such as meadow areas, ponds, hedgerows, trees, rain gardens, pollinator planting and reduced mowing.
• Use the site to connect biodiversity, climate adaptation, design, wellbeing, maintenance and student leadership.

Develop student voice, leadership and citizenship
• Support eco-groups, student councils, geography or science ambassadors, enrichment groups and sixth-form leadership projects.
• Invite students to consider different perspectives: residents, farmers, planners, parish councils, developers, wildlife groups and future generations.
• Use the LNRS to support debate, consultation skills, evidence-based recommendations and communication for real audiences.
Strengthen green skills and careers learning
• Use nature recovery to introduce careers in ecology, planning, land management, farming, surveying, engineering, flood resilience, GIS, communications and community development.
• Invite local speakers or partners to show how different roles contribute to climate resilience and nature recovery.
• Help students understand that environmental problem-solving needs a wide mix of practical, technical, creative and people-focused skills.
Build links with the local community
• Connect with parish councils, community groups, charities, farmers, landowners and local environmental projects where appropriate.
• Use student work to inform real local conversations, for example a school nature recovery plan or community biodiversity survey.
• Support young people to see themselves as active contributors to the places where they live and learn.
How the LNRS Coordinator can help
The LNRS Coordinator can support and enable discussions, but does not do any direct teaching.
• explain the LNRS and local nature recovery priorities in clear, age-appropriate language
• suggest local themes, maps, projects or case-study ideas that may fit existing teaching or enrichment
• signpost resources, partners, datasets and examples of good practice
• help connect schools and colleges with community or landscape-scale projects where there is a clear mutual benefit
• support one-off talks, discussions or project development where capacity allows
What the LNRS does not do
For clarity, the LNRS:
• does not create new curriculum requirements
• does not require schools, colleges or students to take specific actions
• is not a funding programme
• does not require specialist ecological knowledge before taking part
It is there to support, inspire and connect learning with local places, not to add pressure or impose additional work.
LNRS ideas mapped to KS3–KS5 curriculum links
The LNRS can help secondary and post-16 learners connect classroom content with real places, local evidence and practical action. These links are indicative rather than additional curriculum requirements; schools can adapt them to their own schemes of work, GCSE options and post-16 courses.



Science / Biology / Environmental Science
	KS3
	KS4
	KS5

	Explore ecosystems, interdependence, food webs, adaptation, variation and human impacts using school grounds or nearby habitats.
	Link to GCSE ecology topics such as biodiversity, communities, abiotic and biotic factors, sampling, human impacts and conservation.
	Use LNRS priorities as local case studies for biodiversity, ecosystem services, conservation management, habitat restoration, climate resilience and field data analysis.

	Carry out simple habitat surveys, pond dipping, pollinator counts or seasonal observations.
	Analyse survey results, compare habitats, evaluate evidence and consider practical actions to improve biodiversity.
	Develop extended investigations, monitoring plans or project evaluations linked to local species, habitats, ponds, trees, wetlands or grassland management.


LNRS link: Understanding habitats, species, ecosystem processes and recovery in real local places.
Geography
	KS3
	KS4
	KS5

	Use local maps to explore land use, rivers, settlements, green spaces, farming and the relationship between people and environment.
	Link to ecosystems, rivers, flood risk, climate change, resource management, urban sustainability, land-use conflict and fieldwork.
	Use the LNRS and local catchments as contexts for water and carbon cycles, changing places, landscape systems, ecosystems under stress and independent investigations.

	Ask how different places could be improved for people, wildlife and climate resilience.
	Compare management options such as tree planting, wetland restoration, meadow creation and natural flood management.
	Use GIS, spatial data, stakeholder views and local field evidence to explore nature recovery priorities and trade-offs.


LNRS link: The LNRS is place-based and spatial, making it a strong local context for geography, fieldwork and GIS.
English / Communication
	KS3
	KS4
	KS5

	Write descriptions, reports, speeches or persuasive pieces about local habitats, species or school nature projects.
	Practise transactional writing, speeches, articles, letters and debate using local nature recovery issues.
	Produce policy briefings, stakeholder summaries, campaign materials or extended essays on nature recovery, climate resilience and land use.

	Develop vocabulary around place, nature, change, care and responsibility.
	Consider audience, tone and purpose when communicating with residents, councillors, landowners or younger pupils.
	Use evidence, counter-arguments and balanced judgement when discussing environmental decisions.


LNRS link: The LNRS gives pupils a real local issue to explain, debate and communicate to different audiences.
Maths / Data / Computing
	KS3
	KS4
	KS5

	Collect counts, measurements and simple survey data; create charts and compare results over time.
	Use sampling, averages, percentages, graphs, correlation, scale, area and data interpretation linked to biodiversity monitoring.
	Analyse larger datasets, model trends, use GIS/spatial data and evaluate uncertainty in ecological or environmental evidence.

	Map wildlife sightings or school-ground features using simple digital tools.
	Calculate changes in area, habitat condition or species records before and after action.
	Support independent research projects using local datasets, fieldwork results or map-based evidence.


LNRS link: LNRS delivery relies on evidence, monitoring, mapping and interpreting change over time.
Design & Technology / Art & Design
	KS3
	KS4
	KS5

	Design wildlife-friendly spaces, signs, planters, bug hotels, pond areas or interpretation materials.
	Develop and evaluate sustainable design solutions for school grounds, community spaces or green infrastructure.
	Create design briefs, visual communication, landscape concepts or product ideas that respond to biodiversity, water and climate resilience challenges.

	Use drawing, modelling and making to show how a place could change.
	Consider users, materials, maintenance, accessibility, carbon and biodiversity benefits.
	Use portfolio, project or coursework approaches to explore nature-based solutions and community engagement.


LNRS link: The LNRS helps pupils visualise and design places that work better for nature and people.
Citizenship / PSHE / Careers
	KS3
	KS4
	KS5

	Discuss stewardship, local decision-making, wellbeing, volunteering and the role young people can play in improving places.
	Explore rights, responsibilities, democracy, community participation and different viewpoints around land use and environmental change.
	Link nature recovery to careers in ecology, planning, farming, land management, engineering, surveying, policy, communications and community development.

	Use eco-groups or school councils to identify practical actions.
	Plan pupil-led projects or consultations linked to school grounds or neighbourhood improvements.
	Develop leadership, project planning, consultation, evidence gathering and presentation skills through real local environmental issues.


LNRS link: The LNRS supports responsible citizenship, wellbeing, community action and awareness of green careers.





Possible secondary/post-16 project ideas
	Idea
	Curriculum fit

	Map your school or neighbourhood nature network: identify habitats, barriers and opportunities for nature recovery.
	Geography, science, maths/data, computing, citizenship

	Investigate water resilience: where does rainwater go, where could ponds, trees or rain gardens help?
	Geography, science, maths/data, design & technology

	Run a biodiversity baseline: pollinators, birds, plants, trees, soil or pond life; repeat later to monitor change.
	Science/biology, environmental science, maths/data, geography

	Create a youth-led nature recovery plan for the school site or a nearby community space.
	Citizenship, English, geography, science, design & technology

	Produce a briefing or presentation for governors, parish councils or community partners.
	English, citizenship, geography, careers



Teacher-friendly LNRS quick wins
(Low effort • no specialist ecological knowledge • adaptable for KS3, GCSE and post-16)
	Quick win
	How it could work with older pupils

	Localise one example
	Replace a generic textbook example with a local river, park, verge, farm, pond, woodland or development site. Ask: what is happening here, who is affected, and what evidence would help?

	Use the LNRS map as a starter
	Print out a small local area of the LNRS map and ask students to identify habitats, land uses, opportunities, constraints and questions for investigation.

	Run a short data task
	Use biodiversity counts, rainfall observations, tree canopy estimates, temperature readings, or mapped areas to practise graphing, averages, percentages and interpretation.

	Do fieldwork without a coach trip
	Use the school site, street trees, a nearby stream, verge, playing field or local green space for observation, sampling, sketch maps and risk-aware enquiry.

	Set a stakeholder debate
	Students represent farmers, residents, planners, wildlife organisations, young people or businesses and debate a local nature recovery option.

	Create a student recommendation
	Ask students to produce a one-page briefing, poster, presentation or short video recommending one realistic action for the school or local area.

	Add a green careers spotlight
	Spend five minutes linking the lesson to roles such as ecologist, planner, GIS officer, land manager, flood engineer, farmer, ranger or community engagement officer.



Example enquiry questions
• Where could our school or neighbourhood provide better habitat connectivity?
• How does water move through our site, and where could nature-based solutions help?
• Which habitats or species are most visible locally, and which might be missing?
• How could green space support both biodiversity and student wellbeing?
• What are the trade-offs between housing, farming, access, flood resilience and nature recovery?
• How could young people influence local environmental decision-making?
Relevant links and resources
National programmes and resources that align especially well with LNRS work for secondary and post-16 settings:
• National Education Nature Park: Free mapping tools, curriculum-linked resources and a five-step approach for learners to explore, improve and monitor their education site for people and nature. Browse resources by key stage, including KS3, KS4 and KS5, and by subject such as biology, citizenship, computing, design and technology, English, geography and maths. DfE grant information and eligibility for settings that may be able to apply for funding to enhance nature on learning sites.
• Field Studies Council resources: Fieldwork resources for biology and geography, including 11–14, GCSE and AS/A level resources.
• Royal Geographical Society fieldwork resources: Fieldwork ideas and resources filtered by key stage, including KS3, KS4 and KS5, with data skills, GIS and environmental themes.
• RSPB Wild Challenge and Big Schools’ Birdwatch: Practical activities for biodiversity, bird surveys, habitats and pupil-led action that can be adapted for enrichment, tutor time or science clubs.
• Woodland Trust Tree Tools for Schools: Resources and activities around trees, woods, identification, planting and school-ground improvements.
• RHS Campaign for School Gardening: Resources for growing, pollinators, wellbeing and practical school-ground projects.
• Eco-Schools: A whole-school framework for pupil-led environmental action, monitoring and school culture change.
Quick start suggestions
• For a 15-minute lesson link: use a local LNRS map extract and ask students what they notice, what they wonder, and what evidence they would need.
• For fieldwork: start with a simple baseline survey of the school site or a nearby green space.
• For enrichment: create a student nature recovery group to identify one realistic action and one way to monitor change.
• For post-16: use the LNRS as a local case-study context for independent research, stakeholder analysis, field data collection or extended project work.
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