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Issue 13 Ɍ Winter 2023-2024 

TREES Newsletter 
Together Reducing & Ending Exploitation in Shropshire 

Welcome to the winter edition of the TREES Newsletter 2024 
 
This quarter has highlighted increasing concerns around children who are being reported as 
consistently absent or late from educationɀthis being an early indicator of possible child 
exploitation. 
 
In the Local Authority, we have noted that approximately 30% of child exploitation referrals 
we received have additional/special educational needs. Therefore, weɄre closely working with 
our local specialist schools and teams to ensure that our most vulnerable young people get 
the right help. If you support young people with SENDɀ please get in touch if you have 
concerns. 
 
March 18th is National Child Exploitation Awareness Day. More than ever weɄve seen a link 
establish itself between anti-social behaviour and exploitation and weɄve organised a week of 
activities to increase awareness in the Ditherington/Sundorne areas to highlight this concern. 
Please see page 12 for a itinerary for what's on oϙer. 
 
Despite these Ϛnancially pressing times, there is more support than ever to 
directly support young peopleɀso please continue to access the services to 
the left to get the right help. 

QUICK LINKS 

https://www.purpleleaf.org.uk/
https://www.westmercia.police.uk/ro/report/
https://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/information/professionals/child-exploitation/climb
https://westmerciayouthjustice.org.uk/
https://www.shropshire.gov.uk/media/24226/ce-in-shropshire-leaflet-for-local-communities.pdf
https://westmidlands.procedures.org.uk/local-content/4cjN/exploitation-tools-and-pathways/?b=
https://www.wmrsasc.org.uk/our-services/the-branch-project/
https://www.wearewithyou.org.uk/services/shropshire/
https://www.shropshiresafeguardingcommunitypartnership.co.uk/partnership-priority-areas/types-of-abuse/exploitation/
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Hot Spots of concern 
 

Recent referrals and intel have identiϚed the following areas of                         
concern. Disruption tactics will be considered as part of regular                     
multi-agency meetings, but if you hear about or witness anything                
concerning in these areas, please be alert and report any concerns              
as intel (please see Page 3 for more information on how to do this) 
 

Shrewsbury          
Pubs in Castle Street, the graveyard by Old Chads Church, the bandstand in the quarry, 

óstonerôs cornerô in the quarry, Ditherington, Sundorne, Meole Brace. 
 

Other areas          

Phone/vape shops throughout Shropshireðin particular Oswestry and Whitchurch. 

Myddle, Ellesmere town and Lidl car park in Whitchurch have been highlighted. Cae Glas 

Park in Oswestry. Travel to Birmingham, Wrexham, Staffordshire. 

 

Current patterns and emerging themes 
Update from Clare Jervis, CE & Missing Operational Lead 
 

During this quarterɀmales continue to make up the largest number of referrals into the local authorityɀand there has also 
been a noticeable uptick in the amount of re-referrals we are receiving overall. This is viewed as a positive as it evidences 
good oversight and reviewing of the CE process. 
 
Within Shrewsbury, the Ditherington and Sundorne areas have consistently been highlighted through police intelligence, 
crime and schools concerns and increased resources are being targeted in these areas. Notably, there has been two new 
knife amnesty bins placed in these communities to try and reduce harm. We have seen a lot of intelligence relating to 
knives being found in childrenɄs bedrooms. 
 
WeɄre being more creative than ever in trying to reduce exploitation in Shropshire. West Mercia Police are increasing the use 
of specialist Court orders, such as Slavery and TraϜcking Prevention Orders (STPO) and Slavery and TraϜcking Risk Orders 
(STRO) which can give them increased prosecutable powers over adults who continue to exploit children. 
 
There are signiϚcant eϙorts going into improving individual outcomes for young people through service engagement, 
auditing, review and pragmatic contextual planning. As suchɀthere is a huge amount on oϙer from the Local Authority 
through consultations, training and support if professionals should require it. 
 
This quarter has seen some examples of really complex CE/CSE. Notably out of area children going missing across borders, 
the exploitation not being picked up by external statutory agencies, and drug bondage meaning that some children are 
being traϜcked within cities. Vapes continue to highlight a issue where children are being speciϚcally targeted to sell these 
in schools by adult exploiters, and the line between CSE/CE and victim/perpetrator are becoming very blurred. 
 
WeɄve seen intel shared about Ƀrunning throughɄ housesɀi.e. where an individual or group of young people will Ƀbally 
upɄ (equip balaclavas), equip themselves with knifes/weapons and force themselves into a property where drug dealing is 
occurring, to Ƀsend a messageɄ, or indeed collect debt. 
 
Online harm/grooming continues to be an issueɀespecially more prevalent that ever with smartphone and apps becoming 
increasingly secure. Updates will always be shared via this newsletterɀbut we ask agencies to training such as the Brook 
TraϜc Light Tool (accessible via Leap into Learning and provided for FREE by the LA) - use resources online such as CEOP 
(ThinkUKnow) and being professionally curious when asking about what apps young people are usingɀand especially how 
theyɄre spending their time online. 
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Reporting Intelligence 
 

There may be behaviour that you witness in communities that cause you to be concerned that unknown 
children are being exploited, such as activity around associates, addresses or locations. 

If you have information about any anti-social or criminal activity or behaviour (even where you do not 
know who is at risk or of concern) which indicates that child exploitation may be occurring, please ensure 
you pass this information to West Mercia Police as soon as possible to enable them to prevent and detect 
crime (s115 Crime and Disorder Act 1998). Please provide names if you are aware of them, and as much 
detail as possibleɀin particular children and young people who may already be known to childrenɄs ser-
vices or the police. 

 

The below methods can also be used for reporting concerns: 

¶ Where you think there is an immediate risk to a person or you witness a crime taking place, phone 
999 (or dial 55 if you are unable to talk).  

¶ Report under the ɇTell Us AboutɈ section on the West Mercia Police website or phone 101. 

¶ Anonymously to Crimestoppers online at https://crimestoppers-uk.org or by calling 0800 555111. 

¶ Children, their families and/or other members of the community may be worried about sharing                         
information about crime with the police, but you can encourage them to do so anonymously by                     
signposting them to Crimestoppers, or Fearless for young people - www.fearless.org 

¶ If you are a professional, please email the information directly to the Shropshire CE Team at: CE-
TeamShropshire@westmercia.police.uk (please note that this inbox is only monitored on  weekdays 
between 8am ȿ 4pm) or call the team on 01743 237413. 

 

Please note: Where you have child speciϚc information which suggests that a child is at risk of or  
experiencing harm as a result of exploitation, you must follow the Child Exploitation Pathway and 
pass information related to criminal activity or behaviour posing a risk to West Mercia Police. 
 

 

What is classed as intelligence? 
 

Both information and intelligence are welcome, here is a useful summary to describe each: 
 

Information: Something that is learned or provided about something or someone.  Information is deϼned as knowledge 
gained through experience or study; facts or knowledge provided or learned; knowledge of speciϼc and timely events or situ-
ations, news.  Information can relate to all forms of processed data and can include intelligence. 

Intelligence: The analytics (interpretation of meaningful patterns) of information gathered from many sources. This is in-
formation that has been compiled, analysed, and/or disseminated to anticipate, prevent, or monitor criminal activity. It is 
information that has been subject to a deϼned evaluation and risk assessment process in order to assist with police decision 
making. This is to supply robust, veriϼable information which can be evaluated, assessed for risk and then acted upon. 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1998/37/section/115/2018-11-02
https://www.westmercia.police.uk/tua/tell-us-about/
https://crimestoppers-uk.org/
http://www.fearless.org
mailto:CETeamShropshire@westmercia.police.uk
mailto:CETeamShropshire@westmercia.police.uk
https://westmidlands.procedures.org.uk/local-content/4cjN/exploitation-tools-and-pathways/?b=Shropshire
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Help us, help you 
A request from Detective Sergeant Jon Statham West Mercia Police 

 

 

 

 

 

The success of the child exploitation police teamɄs central intelligence inbox 
(CETeamShropshire@westmercia.police.uk) continues to provide a great way for professionals to submit 
vital intelligence to help protect our communities. 

However, please can professionals continue to ONLY submit intelligence as deϚned on page 3 of this 
newsletter. This continues to be critically important to manage our Ϛnite resources.  

A earnest reminder to consider what youɄre submittingɀdo you think a crime has been committed, is 
this intelligence, or just information sharing? This makes a big diϙerence in the way we respond and 
sometimes can delay important decisions around safeguarding and policing. Life/death or a crime 
taking place right nowɀ999. Non-urgent crimes need to be reported to 101 or via 
www.westmerciapolice.uk (you can use the quick links on the front page!) 

We have seen an increase in crimes being recorded on Child Exploitation Risk Assessments submitted to 
the Local Authority ɀplease make a note of crime that you are referring to in your assessments 
(including the crime reference number) when you report it. 

A friendly reminder to all persons, professionals, schools and agencies; 

Under the Indecent photographs, Protection of Children Act 1978 S.1; 

ɇIt is an oϙence for a person; 

¶ To take, or permit to be taken or to make, any indecent photograph or pseudo photograph of a 
child. Or, 

¶ To distribute or show such an indecent photograph or pseudo photograph. Or, 

¶ To have in their possession such indecent photographs or pseudo photograph, view a view to them 
being distributed or shown by himself or othersɈ. 

In brief, if someone takes pictures of breasts / genitals and send them to someone else or receive them 
from someone else (usually stored on phones) - this will be investigated by police and remain on their 
local police record. (This is also relevant to referrers sharing images on CE Risk Assessments). 

Thankyou for you cooperationɀ we really appreciate it. 

mailto:CETeamShropshire@westmercia.police.uk
https://www.westmercia.police.uk/ro/report/
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Substance Highlight; 

THC Vapes 

Following the unexcepted success of nicotene based vapesɀTHC vapes are now 
rapidly increasingly in popularityɀand it appears this trend shows no signs of 
decelerating. 

 

THC is one of the main components in cannabis 
and is responsible for the ɃhighɄ users feels 
shortly after inhaling. 

 

THC vapes are illegal and considered a Class B substance. Howeverɀmost are sold as 
looking very legitimate and often are linked to CBD based oils, vapes and alternative 
therapies which are legal in certain quantities.  There are various websites online 
which oϙer these products and use creative language to get around this. 

 

THC vapes are not regulated and therefore 
you have no guarantee of what youɄre 
vaping. There is little visual distinction 
between cannabis oil and synthesised 
cannabinoid SCRA (like ɃspiceɄ or ɃmambaɄ). 

 

ShropshireɄs public health vaping 
website oϙers further information 
on where to get support if you 
suspect a child is using a THC vape. 
See Youth vaping | Shropshire Council 
or contact 
george.r.davies@shropshire.gov.uk  

https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/public-health/healthy-shropshire/stopping-smoking/youth-vaping/
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Emerging trends in Shropshire 

Courtesy of West Mercia Police 

A large number of prescription meds imported into the UK from places like Pakistan and India. Across the 
Force areaɀwe have recently had packages intercepted that contained 1000Ʉs of tablets/pills. 

These are usually tablets such as gabapentin, pregabalins, zopiclone, alprazolam (Xanax) and diazepam 
(Valium). 

Many of these are counterfeit medications and have been prepared in conditions that would not be 
accepted here in the UK. It is also unknown what is in these tablets. 

Alprazolam, or Xanax, has quite a large illicit market and is regularly traded. It is unknown if these are 
legitimate or counterfeit medications. Illicit Xanax has been found to contain all manner of drugs ȿ 
www.wedinos.org is a good source to see what tablets have been purchased as, and then what they 
actually are once they have been tested. 

Nitrous Oxide (n2o, NOS, Laughing Gas, balloons, smart whips) was made illegal and classiϚed to a Class C 
substance in November. There is a backlog of oϙences related to this substances so that it likely a number 
of young people may receive some interventions around this.  

Following a popular trend in 
urban areasɀShropshire has 
now been targeted by new QR 
code style stickers which direct 
substance users to a website, or 
secure app, to directly purchase 
substances. 

We ask these are either 
removed and disposed ofɀor 
reported to the local authority 
for further awareness.  

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wedinos.org%2F&data=05%7C01%7CGeorge.R.Davies%40shropshire.gov.uk%7C6a37a0fc9b7049ffcd7708dbf7e99967%7Cb6c13011372d438bbc8267e4c7966e89%7C0%7C0%7C638376354907027767%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8e
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