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GUIDANCE
NOTES

Please read ALL of these notes
BEFORE completing an application form.



INTRODUCTION

This document outlines the travel assistance available for children and young people with Special
Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) living within the boundaries of Shropshire to access education.

The aim is to ensure that all children and young people lead lives that are independent and as free from
restriction as possible.

The provision of travel assistance by the Council will be based on individual needs and circumstances and
have regard to the efficient use of resources.

Wherever possible, in the provision of travel assistance, the Council will consider travel options that reduce
the number and length of vehicle journeys.

This document explains:



ELIGIBILITY

Suitable Travel Assistance based upon a child or young person’s
specific needs will be provided for Eupils who, because of their special
educational needs, disability or mobility difficulties, cannot reasonably
be expected to walk to their nearest qualifying school.

For pupils aged 5-16 with special education needs and disabilities
and/or an education, health and care plan (EHCP) to qualify for travel
assistance, the following must apply:

In considering whether a child or young person can reasonably be
expected to walk to school, the Council will consider their specific
needs and determine whether they can walk to school.

Wherever possible, the Council expects parents/carers of children and
young people to make arrangements for their child to attend school in
the same way as for parents/carers of children or young people without
SEN or disabllities, as this is an important factor in developing
independence, social and life skills.



TYPES OF ASSISTANCE
THAT MAY BE OFFERED

Once a child or young person’s eligibility for travel assistance has
been agreed, the Council will offer three forms of assistance:

Personal Travel Budget (PTB)
Independent Travel Training (ITT)

Assistance in the form of Council
contracted vehicle

This decision will be based on the most suitable type of Travel
Assistance to meet the identified needs of the individual child or
young person and will take account of the Council’'s duties to make
the best use of its resources.

It should be noted that the type of travel assistance offered will be
reviewed at least annually and may change as the needs of the child
or young person change, whilst continuing to ensure the most
suitable Travel Assistance is provided to meet individual needs and
the best use of the Council’s resources.

Travel assistance will usually only be provided for the beginning and
end of the school day.

Any other journeys required will be the responsibility of parents/
carers including attendance at annual reviews, additional home
visits at weekends or any other time.

The Council will always consider forms of travel assistance that help
to develop independent travel skills to enable children and young
people to lead independent lives as they grow older.



ITT) INDEPENDENT
RAVEL TRAINING

Once it is agreed that a child or young person is eligible the Council
will first consider the suitability of Independent Travel Training as
their travel assistance offer. The training will support a child or
young person to be taught the necessary skills that will allow them
to effectively deal with and resolve a range of scenarios that they
might encounter when travelling on public transport.

Timetables (including time management)

Road Safety including walking and cycling

Accessibility (access to transport, exits and purchasing tickets
Communication

Personal Safety (including what-if scenarios)

Travel Preparation

* & & & o o

If the transport team, SEN education team or education setting
identify through a transport application, the statutory assessment
process or an annual review that a child or young person may have
the potential to be supported to travel independently through a
travel training programme, then it will be arranged for a travel
training provider to conduct an assessment in the first instance to
decide if training is a suitable option for the individual.

If it is decided as a suitable option, then arrangements will be made
to begin training, at the earliest opportunity. A trainer from our travel
training provider, will initially contact the parent/carer to arrange an
assessment and discuss the offer. This assessment process is
undertaken by a qualified Travel Trainer and involves contributions
from the young person and their parents, school staff and other
professionals. It is expected that where independent travel training
is offered as a travel solution, a child or young person will take this

up.

WHO WILL TEACH
THESE SKILLS?

Shropshire Council’'s Specialist Travel Team is working closely with
Enable a specialist organisation which supports people with SEND,
disabilities and other needs to integrate into the local community
whether for school, college, work or independence. We have come
together to provide travel training for students and young people.

Travel Training is facilitated by Enables’ Independent
Travel Trainers who will work closely with school/
college staff, parents, carers and the trainees.

All travel trainers have clearance by the Disclosure &
Barring Service (DBS) - enhanced check and all are
trained in Systematic Instruction and Safeguarding.
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TRAVEL ASSISTANCE
REVIEWS

All children and young people’s eligibility for travel assistance will be reviewed
regularly.

The review will also determine if the type of assistance remains appropriate
and when independent travel training should commence.

Where travel assistance has been granted on a time-limited basis further
information will be sought prior to the end of the agreed assistance period to
enable a timely review to take place.

Travel assistance will also be reviewed when there is a significant change in
circumstances, such as a change in home address, school or a change in the
child's or young person’s needs.

Transport contracts will also be routinely tendered to ensure we are compliant
with procurement rules. We will aim to give families a lead in time (unless
tendered for an unforeseen circumstance/emergency reason) and support in
managing any change where possible.

It is the responsibility of the parent/carer to notify the Council immediately of
any changes that may affect the provision of travel assistance. Any changes
will mean that there may be a period of time that no provision for travel
assistance is in place and parents need to have appropriate contingency
arrangements in place in order to get their child to school.



